
Rebecca W. Watson

Rebecca W. Watson is the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management at the Department
of the Interior.  In this position she has administrative and managerial responsibility for the Bureau
of Land Management, the Minerals Management Service and the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement.  Three federal agencies with unique, controversial and complex
mandates.  Recreational opportunities on public lands, wild horses and burros, grazing rights, the
exploration and development of on and offshore minerals and coal development and reclamation are
just a small sample of the broad ranging multiple-use resources under her purview.

Before joining the top ranks of the Bush Administration, Ms. Watson was a managing partner with
the Helena, Montana law firm of Gough (Guff), Shanahan, Johnson & Waterman.  While there she
was actively involved with many natural resource, environmental, and government relations issues.
 During the George H.W. Bush Administration, she was appointed as Assistant general counsel for
energy policy at the Department of Energy.

Ms. Watson has lectured and written extensively on a wide variety of environmental topics including
the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, cultural resources, and access to public lands.

As a Westerner, Ms. Watson has a keen interest in the federal government=s land management rules
and regulations and their affect on local communities.  She has served on various interdisciplinary
groups including the Public Lands Committee, American Bar Association and the Rocky Mountain
Mineral Law Foundation.

She earned her J.D. in 1978 from the University of Denver College of Law, her M.A. in 1975 where
she also graduated from the University of Denver, College of Arts and Sciences, Magna cum laude,
in 1974.  She is admitted to the bars of Wyoming, Colorado, District of Columbia, Montana, Ninth
and Tenth Circuit, U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and U.S. Supreme Court.


