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Energy, the Environment, and Public Opinion by Eric R.A.N. Smith 
 
Eric R.A.N. Smith is the associate professor of political science at the University of California in 
Santa Barbara. 
 
His book explores the intricate relationship between public opinion and energy issues.  It sheds 
light on how much the public understands about energy policy, what the public wants officials to 
do about our energy problems, and how governments at various levels are likely to come to grips 
with energy shortages in the future. 
 
This study was funded through the U. S. Department of the Interior, Minerals Management 
Service, Environmental Studies Program.  Eric notes in his acknowledgements that the views  
and conclusions contained in the book are his and should not be interpreted as necessarily 
representing official policies, either express or implied, of the U.S. Government. 
  
“Smith pulls together a wealth of fascinating survey data on the public’s views of energy issues 
and how they have changed over time, what people know about energy problems, and the factors 
that shape these beliefs and opinions.  His perceptive and highly readable analysis of energy 
attitudes and policy comes at a most opportune time as the nation once again confronts enduring 
energy challenges.” 
 -Michael Kraft, University of Wisconsin 
 
 
For orders and information please contact the publisher: 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 
4720 Boston Way 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
1-800-462-6420 
www.rowmanlittlefield.com 
 
  


