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BACKGROUND: The workshop was intended to respond to concerns about the adequacy of current information about socioeconomic impacts of offshore oil development voiced by a panel working under the aegis of the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences.  This panel had stated in an earlier report that current levels of socioeconomic information were not adequate to proceed with leasing decisions.

OBJECTIVES: (1) To develop recommendations for future MMS funded socioeconomic studies related to offshore oil production; (2) To present, in a public forum, discussion of socioeconomic impacts of offshore oil and gas activities, and of the kinds of socioeconomic studies which should be conducted to address these issues in the Pacific OCS Region; and (3) To encourage the use of current socioeconomic knowledge as inputs into the regulatory process.

DESCRIPTION: The workshop involved meetings and discussions spread over three days.  Most of the first day consisted of plenary sessions attended by all workshop participants.  These sessions exposed certain issues and debates and focused attention on directions in which further work was needed.  The second day of the workshop involved participants in one of three working groups to discuss topics and to identify specific research priorities.  On the third day, the workshop participants reconvened to hear reports from each of the working groups and to discuss their relationships one with the other.

SIGNIFICANT CONCLUSIONS: The Workshop discussion supported the general conclusions of the NAS/NRC panel on the lack of adequacy of current socioeconomic research.  The workshop was also marked by a widespread consensus that current research was so scattered and of such indifferent quality that for the most part there was not an adequate baseline.  Following the discussion in the workshop, the Workshop Directors have recommended that several specific studies be given high priority in the Pacific OCS study plan.

STUDY RESULTS: The workshop report includes recommendations to undertake the following specific study projects:  1.  A thorough, multi-discipline review of state of the art, to be published as a summary volume.  2.  An opinion survey concerning the dynamics of public opinion about OCS development and public perceptions of the risks and benefits of OCS activity.  3.  An analysis of the role of media in transmitting information about OCS activity.  4.  A case study of the impacts of OCS activities on the Santa Barbara Channel region.

STUDY PRODUCT(S): This project resulted in a Workshop, a workshop report, and launched a series of continuing collaborations.

*P.I.'s affiliation may be different than that listed for Project Manager(s).

