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Background: With the possibility of rising oil prices and
consumptive demand on the increase, the domestic oil industry
could find its interest renewed in the Atlantic OCS Region
which would require an almost immediate demand for leasable
oil and gas development areas. There are no recent studies
regarding the onshore effects of offshore exploration,
development, and production of oil and gas resources for the
Atlantic OCS Region.

Objective: The objective of this study was to develop and
demonstrate a methodology to evaluate the onshore economic
impacts of offshore oil arid gas exploration, develop~ent, and



production on the Atlantic OCS. ‘The study updates previous
methodologies, assumptions, data, and employment and income
multipliers for use in estimating impacts of offshore oil and
gas development on the economies of counties on the Atlantic
Coast.

Description: The project involved two distinct, yet related,
activities -- preparation of a factbook which describes the
phases of offshore oil and gas activities, their onshore
components, and their support industries, and development of
a computer-based regional economic impact model for estimating
impacts of offshore oil and gas activities on the economies of
counties on the Atlantic Coast.

The project is specific to the three MMS planning areas on
Atlantic Coast. The factbook portion of the study is a
reference source to offshore oil and gas activities and how
they relate to conditions on the Atlantic Coast. The regional
economic impact model is designed to estimate impacts from
offshore oil and gas activities on the economies of counties
on the Atlantic Coast. The core of the regional economic
impact model estimates local expenditures of oil and gas
operators, and converts them into estimates of changes in
regional employment and personal income.

The regional economic impact model is a spread-sheet-based
computer model that utilizes the LOTUS 1-2-3 version 2.2
software package. The regional economic impact model is
housed in 11 files, including one main spreadsheet and 10
supporting files that cycle into the main spreadsheet.

Significant Conclusions: None.

study Results: See project description.

Study Products: A computer-based regional economic impact
model to estimate the onshore impacts of offshore oil and gas
activities on the Atlantic OCS, and a report which includes:
1) a factbook on offshore oil and gas activities and their
onshore facilities, 2) instructions for using the regional
economic impact model, and 3) documentation for the regional
economic impact model.

Access Number: 30503
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