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Minerals Management Service (MMS)

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 

Scientific Committee (SC) Meeting
Agenda
MEETING DATES:

November 6-7, 2008

LOCATION:


Fairfax Marriott at Fair Oaks




Fairfax, Virginia  22083
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Thursday, November 6

	8:30 a.m. 
	Welcome and Introductions 

(please turn cell phones off or set to silent) 

	Dr. Richard Hildreth, Vice Chair, OCS SC and Dr. James Kendall, Executive Secretary of the OCS SC,  MMS

	
	
	

	8:35 a.m. 
	MMS Director’s Welcome, Overview of MMS, and Presentation of Awards to Retiring Members
	Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS

	
	
	

	As advisor to the Director, MMS, the Committee appreciates the opportunity to have a dialogue with the Director on ongoing and future issues, policies, and activities of the Bureau.  This exchange not only keeps the Committee apprised of MMS direction but also offers an opportunity for the Committee to provide direct advice and guidance on matters as they relate to the Environmental Studies Program.

	

	9:00 a.m. 
	Associate Director’s Welcome, New Opportunities and Challenges
	Presented by Mr. Robert LaBelle, Deputy Associate Director for Offshore Energy and Minerals Management (OEMM) and 

Dr. Mary Boatman, Oceanographer, Environmental Sciences Branch,  for 

Mr. Chris Oynes, Associate Director, OEMM, MMS

	
	
	

	Mr. LaBelle and Dr. Boatman, for Mr. Chris Oynes, will provide some background information about the MMS including the recent challenges that it is facing and particularly, Offshore Energy and Minerals Management. 

	

	9:35 a.m. 
	MMS and the Environment:  An Overview
	Dr. James Kendall, Chief, Environmental 

Division, MMS

	
	
	

	Dr. Kendall will provide highlights of the Environmental Assessment, the Oil Spill Modeling, the Environmental Studies, and Coastal Impact Assessment Programs.  He will also describe what drives the MMS Environmental Program, its responsibilities, and its critical elements.

	

	

	10:00 a.m.
	Report From the Last OCS Policy Committee Meeting
	Dr. Victor G. Carrillo, Chair, OCS Policy 

Committee

	
	
	

	Commissioner Carrillo will give a brief update on ongoing OCS Policy Committee activities as well as a brief Texas energy sector update.  Officers of the OCS Scientific Committee and the OCS Policy Committee routinely attend each other’s meetings to give brief presentations on OCS issues in which they are involved.


	10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.               Break

	

	10:30 a.m. 
	Alternative Energy Programs:  Current Status and Next Steps
	Presented by Dr. Rodney Cluck, Representing Alternative Energy, for Ms. Maureen Bornholdt, Program Manager, Office of Alternative Energy Programs, MMS 

	
	
	

	Dr. Cluck, for Ms. Maureen Bornholdt, will provide an update of Office of Alternative Energy Programs’ developments, including the Alternative Energy (AE) rulemaking effort and the anticipated issuance of limited leases for alternative energy resource data collection and technology testing activities under the Interim Policy.  The presentation also will highlight ongoing and future-planned alternative energy related studies through the Environmental Studies Program (ESP) and the Technology Assessment and Research Program (TA&R), as well as a new international research initiative led by the MMS, the Department of Energy, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission under the International Energy Agency’s Implementing Agreement on Ocean Energy Systems (IEA-OES).

	

	10:55 a.m. 
	Methods of Resource Evaluation, Data Collection and Usage
	Mr. Harold E. Syms, Chief, Resource Evaluation Division, MMS

	
	
	

	Mr. Syms’ presentation will cover the types of data and information available to MMS for resource evaluation; provide an overview of MMS’s methodology for assessing undiscovered oil and gas resources; and finally will introduce MMS’s latest assessment results.

	

	11:15 a.m. 
	Overview of the Oil and Gas Industry Offshore Infrastructure 
	Mr. Elmer “Bud”  Danenberger, Chief, Office  of Offshore Regulatory Programs, MMS

	
	
	

	Mr. Danenberger will address the types of mobile drilling rigs and production facilities; the existing oil and gas infrastructure in the Gulf of Mexico, Beaufort, and Pacific; trends in OCS development and technological advances that will influence future development scenarios;  maintaining aging infrastructure; and safety and pollution prevention systems.

	

	11:45 noon – 1:30 p.m.               Lunch

	

	1:30 p.m.
	Overview of the Studies Program: Where we have been, where we are, peer review, studies development plan
	Mr. James Cimato, Acting Chief,  

Environmental Sciences Branch, MMS

	
	
	

	Mr. Cimato will present the MMS Headquarters ESP that will highlight accomplishments during the past year and outline the overall goals for the annual ESP study plan review.                                                         

	
	
	

	
	
	

	2:00 p.m. 
	Overview of  Technical and Assessment Research (TAR) Program and Recent Research Initiatives
	Mr. Michael Else, Petroleum Engineer,
Engineering and Research Branch, MMS

	
	
	

	Mr. Else will present a snapshot of MMS’s TAR program including the key focus areas, recent changes at the Ohmsett Oil Spill Response Test Facility, examples of recent and current research, as well as TAR’s near-term plans.  

	

	2:30 p.m. 
	Overview of the Gulf of Mexico OCS Region Environmental Studies Program and Current Issues
	Dr. Pat Roscigno, Chief, Environmental Science Section, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region

	
	
	

	Dr. Roscigno’s presentation will include accelerated OCS activities in deepwater, essential environmental functions, in-house monitoring and research studies, and collaborative studies.

	

	3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.                Break

	
	
	

	3:30 p.m. 
	Overview of the Alaska OCS Region Environmental Studies Program and Current Issues
	Dr. Dee Williams,  Chief, Environmental 
Studies Program, Alaska OCS Region, MSS

	
	
	

	Dr. Williams will provide a brief orientation on the Alaska OCS Region Environmental Studies Program.  He will cover highlights including historical context, programmatic themes, special regional challenges, and notable current study projects.

	

	4:10 p.m.
	Overview of Pacific OCS Region Environmental Studies Program and Current Issues
	Dr. Fred Piltz, Senior Environmental 
Scientist, Office of Environmental Evaluation, Pacific OCS Region, MMS

	
	
	

	Dr. Piltz explains that the Pacific OCS region continues to produce oil and gas from 23 offshore platforms in Federal waters in southern California.  Production is presently about 67,000 barrels of oil per day and approximately 126 million cubic feet of gas.  There continues to be the possibility of production from state of California waters in the Tranquillon Ridge field via directional drilling from the Federal platform Irene north of Point Conception. Santa Barbara County has approved the state EIR for this project which also involves a unique agreement between the oil companies and environmental groups.  The Region is very involved in the Alternative Energy Program via proposed projects in northern California, Oregon, and Washington.  The Region helped plan and participated in a west coast Alternative Energy workshop in Portland Oregon which was attended by representatives from the three coastal states, tribes, and public.  Additionally, the Pacific Region is responsible for procuring and managing several Alternative Energy environmental studies. 

	

	4:30 p.m.
	Recess
	


	Friday, November 7

	8:45 a.m.
	Plenary Session - Opening Comments 
	Dr. Richard Hildreth, Vice Chair, OCS SC, and Dr. James Kendall, Executive Secretary of the OCS SC,  MMS

	
	
	

	9:00 a.m. 
	My Experiences with MMS and the OCS SC
	Dr. Robert Diaz, former OCS SC Chair

	
	
	

	Dr. Robert Diaz was first appointed to the OCS SC in December 2001 and was appointed as Vice Chair in April 2003 and Chair in May 2006.  He has experienced many changes not only within the Committee, but also within MMS.  He is delighted to share his experiences.

	

	9:30 a.m. 
	Subcommittee introductions and discussions: 

· Deepwater
	Dr. James Kendall, Executive Secretary of the OCS SC,  MMS

	
	· Arctic 
	

	
	· Alternative and Renewable Energy
	

	
	· Marine Minerals
	

	
	· Decommissioning
	

	
	
	

	Why does the MMS need Subcommittees?  How have they advised the MMS in the past?  How were they formed?  Are they still needed?  What role will they play in the future?

	

	
	Procedures, Protocols, and Philosophy of Discipline Breakout Sessions
	Dr. James Kendall, Executive Secretary of the OCS SC, MMS    

	
	
	

	10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.               Break

	
	

	10:30 a.m. 
	Discipline Break-Out Group Sessions 

· Ecology/Biology
	

	
	· 
	

	
	· Physical Oceanography
	

	
	· Socioeconomics
	

	
	
	

	11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.                   Lunch

	
	
	

	1:30 p.m.
	Reports From Discipline Break-Out Group

Sessions 
	

	
	
	

	2:00 p.m.
	Committee Business
	

	
	· Election of Officers
	

	
	· Items for Letter to the Director
	

	
	· Emerging Issues/Topics of Interest
	

	
	· Other Business
	

	
	· Dates and locations for the next meeting
	

	
	
	

	3:00 p.m.
	Public Comments
	

	
	
	

	3:30
	Final Comments
	

	
	
	

	4:00 p.m.
	Adjorn
	


