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	Dr. Joseph P. Smith
Dr. Smith is group leader for environmental technology research at ExxonMobil Upstream Research Company.  He holds a Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the University of California at Berkeley (1978) and a B.S. in chemistry from the University of Rochester (1972).   He joined Exxon Production Research Company in 1981 and has been active in research on the environmental aspects of offshore oil and gas operations since 1990. His research interests include numerical modeling of offshore discharges, the environmental fate and effects of drilling and production discharges, and oil spill response techniques for deepwater and arctic environments.   He has also chaired or served on the steering groups for many joint industry environmental studies sponsored by organizations such as the American Petroleum Institute, the Offshore Operators Committee, the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers and the Petroleum Industry Operators Environment, Health, and Safety Committee (Angola).
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Dr. Denise M. Stephenson-Hawk
Dr. Stephenson-Hawk is principal of a consulting group assisting organizations with the application and use of science and educational tenets for purpose of strategically influencing policy and organizational and resource allocation decisions.  She has a B.S. degree in Mathematics from Spelman College; a M.S. degree in Environmental Modeling from The George Washington University; and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Geophysical Fluid Dynamics from Princeton University.     Dr. Stephenson Hawk has served as an ocean systems analyst at AT&T Bell Laboratories, an atmospheric scientist at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) Langley Research Center, and as professor, chair and provost within academia.  She has served as a principal investigator for research funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF), NASA, U. S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Department of Education.  She has also been appointed to national committees that include the NSF’s Geosciences Advisory Committee, NASA’s Earth Systems Science Applications Advisory Committee, the Ocean Research Advisory Panel of the National Ocean Partnership Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Science Advisory Board.  She has worked with educators at the K-12 level, serving as co-chair for statewide (Georgia) workshops for K-12 teachers of mathematics and science and as co-principal investigator for an NSF-funded Urban Systemic Initiative in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Dr. John H. Trefry
Dr. Trefry is a Professor of Chemical Oceanography at Florida Institute of Technology.  His research activities focus on the concentrations and cycling of trace metals in rivers, estuaries, oceans and deep-sea hydrothermal vents.  Trace metals are studied for their natural value and for their potential as pollutants.  Dr. Trefry’s research activities are carried out in a wide variety of geographical settings including the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, the Alaskan Arctic, the Gulf of Mexico and the Indian River Lagoon, Florida. 
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