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VERA ALEXANDER
Dr. Alexander is Dean of the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and serves as the Director for the University of Alaska Coastal Marine Institute.  She is currently a member of the Marine Mammal Commission and the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration Science Advisory Board as well as Chairman of the North Pacific Marine Science Organization.  Her research interests include the study of biological oceanography of high-latitude sea-ice impacted areas, with emphasis on ice biology, primary production and nitrogen dynamics, and high-latitude limnology.

JOHN BROWN

Mr. Brown is a Senior Program Manager in the Environmental Forensics division with Battelle Coastal Resources and Environmental Management.  He has over 20 years’ experience in program management, environmental monitoring, and interpretative techniques for fingerprinting and allocation of hydrocarbon contamination in the environment. Mr. Brown recently rejoined Battelle after serving as a Principal for the Environmental Monitoring and Analysis Unit at Arthur D. Little, Inc., where he was responsible for the overall program management and the technical supervision of the Environmental Chemistry and Forensics Unit.  Prior to joining Battelle, Mr. Brown served as Project Manager and Principal Investigator for several programs in Alaska and the Arctic, including; the Exxon Valdez oil spill Natural Resources Damage Assessment and the Minerals Management Service’s Shelikof Strait and Arctic Nearshore Impact Monitoring in the Development Area Programs. Mr. Brown received his bachelor’s degree in biology from Hobart College.  He can be reached at (781) 895-4847, brownjs@battelle.org.

BRENDAN P. KELLY
Dr. Kelly is an Associate Professor of Marine Biology at the University of Alaska Southeast & University of Alaska Fairbanks:  Juneau Center, School of Fisheries & Ocean Sciences.  He received his Ph.D. from Purdue University and his research focuses on the behavioral ecology of marine mammals, especially ice-associated pinnipeds.  He is interested in the adaptations of marine mammals to marine foraging, especially in seasonally ice-covered seas.  My research is facilitated by research associates, graduate (Juneau Center School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences) and undergraduate students, and Labrador retrievers.  Currently, they are focusing on five major projects: a long-term study of the behavior of ringed seals in their sub-ice habitat; population biology of Pacific walruses; systematics of the world's walrus populations; population biology of harbor seals in Alaska; and the diving and foraging behavior of sea otters in southeastern Alaska.
STEVE OKKONEN
Dr. Okkonen is a research assistant professor with the Institute of Marine Science, University of Alaska Fairbanks.  His research interests include polar and sub-polar oceanography, circulation variability, and satellite remote sensing of the oceans.  He received a B.S. in Environmental Sciences Engineering from the University of Michigan in 1976 and a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1993.

W. JOHN RICHARDSON
Dr. Richardson is Executive Vice President of LGL Ltd., environmental research associates, of King City, Ontario.  He is an animal behaviorist by training (Ph.D., Cornell Univ., 1976).  Since 1980, he has worked on field studies, reviews, and environmental assessments of noise effects on marine mammals, working closely with physical acousticians.  Much of this work has concerned reactions of bowhead whales, beluga whales, and seals to underwater noise from offshore oil exploration in the Alaskan and Canadian arctic.  This work has included monitoring of reactions to actual industrial activities plus controlled tests of reactions to simulated industrial activities.  He has also studied the seasonal distribution, normal behavior, and feeding ecology of bowhead whales and other marine mammals.  The Alaska OCS Region of the Minerals Management Service has been one of the primary sponsors of this work from 1980 to date.  Dr. Richardson has also prepared impact assessments concerning disturbance and other effects of military test activities on marine mammals and has participated in many related studies in Canada, the U.S.A., and overseas.  He is senior author of the book "Marine Mammals and Noise", published in 1995 by Academic Press and a Fellow of the Acoustical Society of America.  From 1992-1994 he was a member of the U.S. National Research Council's Committee on Low-Frequency Sound and Marine Mammals.  From 1993-2000 he chaired the advisory board for the Marine Mammal Research Program associated with the Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean Climate program.  He has also worked extensively on birds, especially bird migration and bird hazards to aircraft.

JOHN RUSSELL
Dr. Russell received a Ph.D. in Cultural and Psychological Anthropology from the University of California, San Diego.  He has worked as a research anthropologist for the past 27 years, specializing in the community level analysis of the human dimensions of natural resources management.  Topics addressed by Dr. Russell’s research include: community dependency on National Forest lands; social impacts of changing fisheries policies in Alaska; traditional knowledge and traditional use of National Parks and other public lands; cultural landscape analysis; cultural factors in risk perception associated with locating hazardous facilities, including the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository; the role of culture in coping with environmental stressors; the interaction of social and cultural factors in response to disaster events such as the Exxon Valdez oil spill and clean up; and the social impacts of changing land management policies on public lands.  His community research experience includes ethnography in both urban and rural areas of Alaska, Hawaii, California, Nevada, Montana, Idaho, Washington, Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina, and Alaska.  His international experience includes extended periods of ethnography in communities of western Ireland, Nepal, and India. His current projects include: an assessment of traditional cultural knowledge about Polar Bears among Alaska Natives; social impacts of land management planning for the King Range Natural Conservation Area in California; the potential effects of offshore oil development on bowhead whaling among Alaska Natives; a cultural landscape analysis of the Natchez-trace National Parkway in Mississippi; and consultations with California Native Americans about re-licensing hydro-electric facilities in California.

LARRY SCHMIDT

Mr. Schmidt is a thirty-year career employee with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  He has served in a number of capacities, primarily involved in environmental review of major construction projects, land use planning, permit coordination, program management, and special project assignments.  He is responsible for administering the State’s Coastal Zone Management Program which includes coastal planning and administering close to $3 million a year in federal CZM funding.  He is the State’s representative on the Secretary of the Interior’s (federal Cabinet officer to the President of the United States) Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Policy Committee.  Committee representatives advise the Secretary of the Interior on the state’s interest in activities involving federally licensed exploration and production of offshore oil and gas resources.  This includes on-shore impacts to the environment, the economy, infrastructure, and land use.  Mr. Schmidt is a graduate of North Carolina State University with a degree in Forestry and has done graduate work in urban and regional planning at Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey.

WILLIAM W. SCHROEDER

Dr. Schroeder is a Professor and Coordinator of the Marine Science Program at The University of Alabama, Dauphin Island, Alabama. He has been involved in interdisciplinary oceanographic investigations for over 38 years and has conducted research along the coast, on the continental margins and in the deep water of the northern Gulf of Mexico for the past 29 years. In addition he has participated in international research endeavors in the Bahamas, Caribbean, Gulf of Papua, Azov Sea, Australia and South Africa. He has authored and coauthored over 125 scientific publications. Currently his research activities include: 1) coupled biological-geological-physical studies of deep-water corals in the Gulf of Mexico; 2) validation of distributed marine-environment forecast systems; 3) Late Quaternary sea level and paleoceanography investigations of hardbottom sites in the northern Gulf of Mexico; 4) an integrated study of physical and biological processes along the west coast of Australia; and 5) model validation of the coupled katabatic wind, coastal ocean and ice systems in Antarctica.

THOMAS J. WEINGARTNER
Since joining the faculty of the University of Alaska in 1993, Dr. Weingartner's professional research interests have focused on describing and understanding the physical mechanisms responsible for circulation and water mass modification processes on the continental shelves and slopes surrounding Alaska.  He is also interested in interdisciplinary research that addresses the physical bases for biological production and community composition.  He is currently engaged in research on the Gulf of Alaska shelf (Prince William Sound Kenai Peninsula), the Bering Sea (St. Lawrence Island), the Chukchi Sea (Bering Strait to the shelfbreak), and the Beaufort Sea (shelfbreak and shallow, nearshore lagoons).  He uses measurements obtained from vessels, long-term current meter moorings, and satellite-tracked surface drifters in his studies.  He has participated in approximately twenty oceanographic field programs over the past decade involving vessels, helicopters, and US Navy submarines.  His research has been funded by the National Science Foundation, Office of Naval Research, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, Minerals Management Service, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, BP Inc., Sea Grant, and the North Pacific Research Board.

