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P R O C E E D I N G S  

J u n e  26,   1986 

MR. BROCK: I ' d  l i k e  t o  welcome  you a l l   t o   t h e  

I !  h e a r i n g .  My name is Bob  Brock  and I'm a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 

5 jl I t h e  Minera ls   Management   Serv ice .  And I ' v e   b e e n   d e s i g n a t e d  
I !  ; " t o   c h a i r  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

I ' m  out   of   Anchorage,   Alaska.  On my r i g h t  i s  J e f f  
i '  

8 I /  Walker , and  Michael   Baffrey  over   here  by t h e  t a p e  

9 1 '  r e c o r d e r .  The f o r m a l   p a r t  of t h i s  h e a r i n g ,   o n   t h e   r e c o r d ,  

: a  I i f  somebody wan t s  t o   a s k   q u e s t i o n s   l a t e r  on w e ' l l   g o   o f f  

' I  

! 
' /  

! 1  
; j  t h e  r eco rd   and   have  a q u e s t i o n   a n d   a n s w e r   p e r i o d .  
j !  

! I  
12 ! I  B u t  t h e  f o r m a l   p a r t  of t h e   h e a r i n g  i s  s t r i c t l y  a 

: 3  , \  t e s t i m o n y   t y p e   p r o c e s s .  I ' v e  g o t  a  few  remarks  here t h a t  ! I  

I 

14 j /  I n e e d   t o  make f i r s t .  On A p r i l  3 ,  1986 AMOCO s u b m i t t e d  a 

1 5  I /  r e q u e s t   t o   t h e   M i n e r a l s  Management S e r v i c e   f o r  an 

I / .  1 1  e x c e p t i o n   t o  t h e  s e a s o n a l   d r i l l i n g   s t i p u l a t i o n .  

! '  
! 

j /  

! i  

I 
2o I 

2 4  1 

17 1 '  T h a t  was a r e q u i r e m e n t   t h a t  was i n  S a l e   8 7 ,   B e a u f o r t  

S e a   o i l   a n d   g a s   l e a s e   s a l e .  The  e x c e p t i o n   w a s   t o   d r i l l  

i q  I 
d u r i n g  t h e  whale m i g r a t i o n s .   M i n e r a l s  Management S e r v i c e  

p r e p a r e d   a n   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   a s s e s s m e n t   a n d  w h a t  w a s   c a l l e d  

? I  

p a r t  of t h e  A N I L C A .  A l a s k a   N a t i o n a l   I n t e r e s t   L a n d  :? I 
a n   8 1 0   a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e f f e c t  on s u b s i s t e n c e .  810 i s  a 

23  1 1  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act. 

! 

And so we p r e p a r e d   a n  810 a n a l y s i s ,  o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

25 on t h e  subsistence issue f o r   t h e   E r i c k   a n d   B e l c h e r  s i tes.  
I 
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There's  a map over  here  if anybody is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

l ook ing   a t  a map to   see where these   s i t e s   a r e .  We found 

that   approval  of the  exception would have no s ign i f i can t  

e f f e c t  on the  National  Environmental  Policy Act. 

However, we did f i n d  t ha t   t he re  was a po ten t i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n  on subsistence  uses on t h e  Erick 

s i t e  under t h e  Alaska  National  Interest Land Conservation 

Act law. Erick is  located  about 1 2  miles from Kaktovik. 
:; 

! The measuring  stick or the  thresholds  used under the 

I !  ANILCA Act are  extremely low and the  s l i g h t  chance tha t  

such  interference may cause  the  whale to be inaccess ib le  

caused  the  determination of a s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n  of 

subsistence  use.  

I t  i s  an t i c ipa t ed   t ha t   t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of such a 

res t r ic t ion   occur r ing  on the  Bowhead whale  harvest is 

extremely low. According to   the   da ta   co l lec ted  over the 

pas t  20 years  there  has  not been a recorded  s t r ike of a 

whale w i t h i n  s i x  miles of t h e   d r i l l i n g   l o c a t i o n   a t   E r i c k .  

Based on o ther   s tud ies  i t  is  doubtful  that  whales 

more than two miles from t h e   d r i l l  s i te  will be def lec ted  

from the  migration  route. And i f  they  are   def lected,   such 

a de f l ec t ion  would be  no more than one mile. However, 

t he re  is  t h a t  s l i g h t  chance  that   such  interference may 

happen and  would cause a s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n  of use. 

Sect ion  810(a)  ( 2 )  of A N I L C A  r equ i r e s   t ha t  when such a 

AURORA  COURT  REPORTING 
3 2 9  F S t r e e t ,   S u i t e  206 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 

( 9 0 7 )  276-4188 



-5- 

f i n d i n g  i s  made a p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  will b e   h e l d  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of t h e  area i n v o l v e d .   T h a t  is why w e ' r e   h e r e  

t o d a y ,   t o   h o l d   t h a t   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g .  On May 2 3 ,  1986 

t h e  M i n e r a l s   M a n a g e m e n t   S e r v i c e   g r a n t e d   a p p r o v a l   t o  AMOCO 

f o r  t h i s  one- t ime exception. I t  was a c o n d i t i o n a l  

a p p r o v a l .  

Some of t h o s e   c o n d i t i o n s   t h a t  were i n c l u d e d   i n  t h e  

a p p r o v a l  is t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  has  n o t   y e t  made t h e i r  

c o n s i s t e n c y   d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  so  i t  was c o n d i t i o n e d   u p o n   t h e  

S t a t e  c o n s i s t e n c y   d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I t  was a l s o   c o n d i t i o n e d  

on  t h a t  we m u s t  w r i t e  up t h e   r e s u l t s  of t h i s  h e a r i n g   a n d  

c o m p l e t e   t h e   r e q u i r e d   p r o c e s s   u n d e r  t h e  8 1 0 ( a )   ( 3 )   o f  

ANILCA, t o   d e t e r m i n e   i f   t h a t   s h o u l d   b e   c h a n g e d .  

The t h i r d   c o n d i t i o n  t e l l s  AMOCO t o   a v o i d   a n y  

p o t e n t i a l   c o n f l i c t   w i t h   s u b s i s t e n c e   w h a l i n g .  Now t h e i r  

commitment t o  t h e  o i l  whaler working   group,  a s  i t ' s  

r e f e r r e d   t o ,   s h o u l d  meet t h a t   o n e   c o n d i t i o n .  B u t  i t ' s  n o t  

comple t ed   f rom my u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a t  t h i s   p o i n t .  

The  purpose of t h i s   h e a r i n g  i s  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u r  v i e w s ,  

c o m m e n t s ,   a n d   s u g g e s t i o n s   o n  t h e  810 summary e v a l u a t i o n  

a n d   a n a l y s i s .  We h a v e   c o p i e s  of t h a t  810  a n a l y s i s  ove r  

h e r e   i f   a n y b o d y  h a s  n o t   s e e n  it. An o f f i c i a l   v e r b a t i m  

t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  made of t h e   h e a r i n g .   E v e r y t h i n g   t h a t  

i s  s p o k e n   w h i l e  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  i n  s e s s i o n  w i l l  be   r eco rded .  

To a s s u r e  a c o m p l e t e   a n d   a c c u r a t e   r e c o r d  of t h e  h e a r i n g  i t  
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is necessary  for one person t o  speak a t  a time. And t h e  

others  should  remain  as  quiet   as  possible.   Copies of t h i s  

t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be available  through t h e  Minerals 

Management Service  Library,   a t   te lephone number 261-4621. 

T h i s  is not an adversary  proceeding. No one w i l l  be placed 

under  oath. 

However, presentations  should be re levant  and t o  t he  

point.  Speakers w i l l  not be questioned u n l e s s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of f a c t  is  necessary. However, i f  we do ask 

some questions  that   should  not be i n t e r p r e t e d   t h a t  we have 

by any  means reached a decision by u s  or  the  Minerals 

Management Service. 

We are  not  here t o  answer quest ions.  The purpose of 

the  hearing i s  to   receive your  information,  not t o  

exchange  views. We are   present   to   obtain  as   complete  an 

understanding  as   possible  of a l l   t h e  views of the 

i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s .  If you would l i k e  t o  have  an  informal 

d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  hearing, we w i l l  close the  record and 

we w i l l  s t ay  and answer any ques t ions   t ha t  you have on 

t h i s  par t icular   proposal .  

Speakers w i l l  be ca l l ed  upon i n  the  order  that  

they’ve  regis tered,  and I be l ieve   a t   the   p resent  time we 

have two people  registered. If you would l i k e  t o  speak 

and  have  not ye t   reg is te red ,   p lease  do so w i t h  M i k e  

Baffrey  over  here by the  tape  recorder. If you w i s h  t o  

AURORA  COURT  REPORTING 
3 2 9  F S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  2 0 6  
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 
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ii 

2 j  

I 

I 1 '  submit   addi t ional  comments or i f  you have  your comments i n  

wr i t ing  j u s t  g i v e  Mr. Baffrey a copy of them. 

3 j  The department w i l l  accept   wri t ten comments and 
I (  

I j  
-I 1 )  statements  from  anyone who would prefer   to  make wr i t ten  

i, ;I comments, or from  anyone who is  unable  to  at tend t h e  

h , !  hearing, or from  anyone who would l i k e  to  supplement  their  
I !  

! I  
7 ; I  o r a l  comments. 

! '  
3 1 ,  Written comments and statements  should be addressed 

Q 1 1  t o :  The  Regional  Director,  Alaska OCS Region,  Post  Office 

'0 I /  Box 101159, Anchorage,  Alaska 99510, Attention Michael 

: i  1 1  Baffrey. The comment per iod  c loses  J u l y  7, 1986. All 

12 1 1  wri t t en  comments received by tha t   da te  w i l l  be included  as 

: 3  / /  p a r t  of the  hearing  record and w i l l  a l l  be granted  the 

: d  i i  same considerat ion.  

I '  

I I  

I /  
/ i  

I j  

: I  
! j  1 ;  Would  you l i k e  t o   t r a n s l a t e   t h a t   t o  -- 

: I  

: !  
' 4  I /  (Mr. Brock's Opening Statements and Remarks Translated  to  

17 1 :  Inupiat  by Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r . )  : i  
i 8  I /  MR. BROCK: Thank you.  Leave tha t   t he re  so we 

I 

19 I j  can  both use it. The f i r s t ,   w e ' l l  go r igh t   i n to   t he  

20 1 1  testimony. The f i r s t   t e s t i f i e r  we have is  Mr.  Wayne G. 

21 I1 Smith .  

! i  

I 

/ I  

2 2  ; j  MR. SMITH: Is t h a t  on? 
I i  

'3 : I  MR. BROCK: Yes. When you ' r e   t e s t i fy ing   p l ease  

c'j 1 1  
; I  

I 

s t a t e  y o u r  name, address ,  and who you represent ,   p lease.  
I 

2 5  MR. SMITH: Good evening. My name is Wayne 

AURORA COURT REPORTING 
3 2 9  F S t r e e t ,   S u i t e  206 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 

(907) 276-4188 
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Smith. I ' m  from  Anchorage,  Alaska. I ' m  representing 

AMOCO Production Company, and I apprec ia te  t h e  opportunity 

t o  discuss our   plans  for   dr i l l ing i n  the  eastern  Beaufort  

Sea i n  1986. 

I ' m  D i s t r i c t  Manager for AMOCO Production Company, 

Anchorage d i s t r i c t ,  and I ' m  responsible fo r  AMOCO's 

Alaskan  production and d r i l l i ng   ope ra t ions .  

AMOCO is  a leading OCS leaseholder i n  t h e  s t a t e  of 

Alaska. The investment i n  t hese   l ea ses   r e f l ec t s  AMOCO's 

commitment t o  the  future   explorat ion and development of 

new o i l  reserves   for   the   s ta te  of Alaska and the  nation. 

AMOCO as  operator f o r  severa l   par tners  i s  cur ren t ly  

consider ing d r i l l i n g  t h e  Erick  prospect i n  t h e  Beaufort 

Sea d u r i n g  the 1986 season. AMOCO has  submitted an 

environmental  report for  the  Erick  prospect  to  the 

Minerals Management Service which discusses  t h e  

environmental   effects of e x p l o r a t i o n   a c t i v i t i e s   a t   E r i c k .  

AMOCO has   a lso  submit ted  extensive  wri t ten  mater ia ls  

t o  t h e  s t a t e  and f ede ra l  government agencies on t h e  Erick 

prospect.  AMOCO has  prepared two s t u d i e s   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

r e l evan t   t o  t h e  i s sues  of t h i s  hearing. They a re  a 

d e t a i l e d   a n a l y s i s  of subsistence  impacts  prepared by 

Hooks, McCloskey and a review of t he   e f f ec t  of o i l  on 

Bowhead whales. We a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  copies of these  for  the 

record. We have copies of these b u t  w e  l e f t  them  on the  

AURORA COURT REPORTING 
329 F S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  206 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 

(907) 276-4188 
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plane so we ' l l   g ive  them t o  you tomorrow, 

MR. BROCK: Okay, thank  you. 

MR. SMITH: We don ' t   p lan   to   d i scuss   these  

documents i n  d e t a i l   a t  t h i s  hearing, T h i s  statement is  

intended on ly  t o  summarize  our plans. 

Erick w i l l  be d r i l l e d  u s i n g  an Arctic  designed 

d r i l l i n g   v e s s e l .  AMOCO plans  to   support  t h i s  vesse l  w i t h  

ice   c lass   supply  boats  and a l a rge r  ice c lass   vesse l   for  

ice  breaking d u t y .  Supply boats w i l l  be operating o u t  of 

Herschel  Island and t h e   h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  be operating  out 

of Deadhorse,  Alaska. 

AMOCO be l i eves   t ha t  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  Beaufort 

w i l l  not  have a s u b s t a n t i a l   e f f e c t  on subsis tence 

a c t i v i t i e s  of the Bowhead whale. We w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  do a l l  

we can t o  minimize any e f f e c t s  which m i g h t  occur. AMOCO 

is looking  forward t o   p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the  oi l   whalers  

group ac t iv i t i e s   du r ing   ou r   d r i l l i ng   ope ra t ions .  

Coordina t ing   the   ac t iv i t ies  of our  supply vessels, 

ice  breakers,  and he l i cop te r s  w i t h  the   whal ing   ac t iv i t ies  

i n  the  area by the  planned  radio  communication  system w i l l  

allow u s  t o  know where the  whalers  are  located,  and t h u s  

avoid  unnecessary  interference w i t h  t h e i r   a c t i v i t i e s .  

AMOCO and other  oil  industry  companies  have worked 

c lose ly  w i t h  the  people of Kaktovik,  Nooiksut, and 

Barrow, the  Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, and the 

AURORA  COURT  REPORTING 
329 F S t r e e t ,   S u i t e  206 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 
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.- 

I 

2 

North  Slope Borough to   achieve t h i s  goal. 

i 
I want t o  thank you for   the  opportuni ty   to   present  

3 1 our comments and I w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e   t o  respond t o  any 
I 

ques t ions  you may have af ter   the   hear ing.  Thank you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank you, s i r .  

(Mr. Wayne G. S m i t h ' s  Statement and Comments Trans la ted   to  
j !  

' I  
' I  i i  Inupiat  by  Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r . )  

; I  

I !  

8 . '  

' i  

I 

1 1  l i k e  t o  -- I t h i n k  we've  got a couple of c h a i r s  up i n  the  1 ;  

I o  1 f ront   here ,  and a couple of other   chairs   there .  would you 

MR. BROCK: Thank you. Would you people  standing 

I 

' j  ; ! I  l i k e  t o  come  on i n  and s i t  down? j I  

17  / j  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We' re   qui te   comfortable  
I 

13 here,  thank you. 
I !  
! I  

l 4  I !  MR. BROCK: Okay. The n e x t   t e s t i f i e r  will be Mr. 
I !  
i i  

' 5  / /  Brower. 
, b  ! /  

! !  MR. BROWER: Perhaps maybe I ' d  l i k e   t o   d e f e r  my 
I !  

1 7  1 1  testimony and my comments u n t i l  maybe the   fo lks  from 

Kaktovik  have had a chance  to. 

19 i 8  I MR. BROCK: Okay. Has anybody e l se   r eg i s t e red ,  

20 1 i  Mike? 
I i l  MR. BAFFREY: No. 

I /  

L'? 1 1  MR. BROCK: Is the re  anybody else   here ,   before  

23 1 
l i k e  t o  make -- 2 4  1 
Mr. Brower speaks, i s  the re  anybody e l se   he re   t ha t  would 

2 5  j 

I 

1 :  MR. SOLOMAN: I ' d  l i k e   t o   r e g i s t e r .  

AURORA COURT REPORTING 
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' 1) MR. BROCK: Why d o n ' t   y o u  j u s t  come on up and 

2 1 1  have  a c h a i r  and -- 
! 

3 / I  MR. SOLOMAN: I d o n ' t   h a v e  i t  w r i t t e n  down b u t  
I <  
' 1  I ' d  l i k e  t o  -- : I  
! I  

5 ;i MR. BROWER, JR.: ( T r a n s l a t i o n   t o   I n u p i a t )  

l i j  : I  
I 

I i  : i  

MR. BROCK: We'd l i k e  t o  g e t  t h e  name and l e t  

h im -- 
MR. BAFFREY: Would  you make a n   a n n o u n c e m e n t   t h a t  

y o u ' r e   g o i n g   t o   p a s s  i t  a r o u n d ,  i f  t h e y  want.  

MR. BROCK: We w i l l  p a s s  t h i s  sheet a r o u n d   a g a i n  

t o  see i f   anybody  would l i k e  t o  s i g n  u p  and  make s u r e   t h a t  

we g e t   y o u r  name down. Why d o n ' t  you  put  i t  on t h a t  

c l i p b o a r d   a n d   p a s s  i t  a round .  

MR. BROWER, JR.: ( T r a n s l a t i o n   t o   I n u p i a t )  

MR. NOLAN SOLOMAN: My name i s  Soloman. I'm a 

w h a l i n g   c a p t a i n ,   a l s o  a c o m m i s s i o n e r   f o r   K a k t o v i k .  And 

i 7  / I  1 I ' v e  r e p r e s e n t e d   K a k t o v i k   f o r   q u i t e  a  number  of y e a r s .  

1 And s ince AMOCO and a l s o   w h a l e r s   h e r e ,   w e ' v e  been work ing  

1 9  1 hand- in-hand.  When AMOCO p r o p o s e d  t o  have  a w h a l e   t a g g i n g  

?o I( we opposed  it. We o p p o s e d   e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  d i d   b e c a u s e  we 

? I  1 ;  d i d n ' t   w a n t  them t o   t a g  a w h a l e  w h i l e  they're m i g r a t i n g .  

2 2  ~ And a l s o  we tell them t h a t  i t ' s  o u r   h u n t i n g   a r e a .  

23 j j  I ' d  l i k e  t o   l e a v e  t h i s  j u s t  a s  l i t t l e  b i t  s h o r t   a s  I 

' I  

I :  
! I  

24  can .   Because  I want  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  more l a t e r  on. 

25 1 1  , When we had   a   mee t ing   ove r   a t  t h e  o i l  company we draw  up  a 

! I  

! I  
I 
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2 I c a u g h t .  And a l s o  we were t a l k i n g   a b o u t   c o n s u l t a t i o n  
! I 

3 1 1  b e t w e e n   t h e  o i l  company  and t h e   w h a l e r s   h e r e .  
I 

I j And t h e y  promise u s  t h a t  i f  we w o r k   t o g e t h e r  we'll 
/ I  

5 / I  g e t   s o m e t h i n g   d o n e .  So, okay. So when we was o v e r   t h e r e  

6 ' (  we draw up j u s t  a small p a r t  of o u r  map h e r e   a n d  we t o l d  

7 I /  t h e m   t h a t  we w o u l d   p u t   o u r   w h a l i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   t o g e t h e r  
) I  

I 

8 I !  h e r e ,   a n d   d r a w  up more map of t h i s   h e r e .   T h i s  is  j u s t  a 
! I  
1 '  l i t t l e  p a r t  of it. And r i g h t  now t h e y ' r e   t r y i n g  t o  use 

' , - j  : :  t h i s   u n f i n i s h e d  map. 
I1 

I !  

. 1  , (  

I !  J u s t  r e c e n t l y  we w e n t   a n d   g o t   t h e   o r i g i n a l  map w e  g o t  

" . i i  t o  compare t h i s  map h e r e .  We h a v e  a map of   someth ing  l i k e  
I 

.', / I  - , I  t h i s .  And r i g h t  now t h e y ' r e   s a y i n g   t h a t   a b o u t   1 0  miles or 
j j  

i i  s o m e w h e r e   t h a t  20 y e a r s   t h a t  we n e v e r   h u n t e d   i n   t h e s e  
I i  

/ I  
! j  j~ a r e a s .  Well, we 've   been   hun t ing   eve rywhere .  And t h a t  

' I  

i j  d o e s n ' t  mean we d o e s n ' t   h u n t   t h e r e   b e c a u s e   t h e r e ' s  no 

' 7  1 1  l i t t l e  b l a c k   d o t   t h e r e .  

: a  1 1  And we h a v e  a map h e r e ,  i t ' s  done ,   and  i t  g o e s  a l l  

'q I /  
1 1  t h e  way up t h r o u g h  Camden  Bay.  The places where  we h u n t e d  

21 \ I  , I  a n d  l o s t  o u r   w h a l e s .  And t h e r e ' s  a l o t  more d o t s   h e r e  
! I  

2' / !  t h e n .  I don ' t  know  why AMOCO is so f a s t  t r y i n g  t o  draw  up 
I 

I I  

L 2  1 1  a map l i k e  t h i s  so we c o u l d   g o  by it .  I t h i n k   t h i s  
23 / /  

i /  

i t  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  i t  needs t o  be  worked a t .  A s  well a s  b o a t s  

2 A  1 1  l a t e r  on. 

2 5  And I would l i k e  them t o  see t h i s  map a n d   p h o t o g r a p h  
! 
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2 document here  you're  going  to  take i t  home t o  Anchorage 

3 ! I  somewhere and t e l l  t h e  people,  here, t h i s  i s  where t h e  

J 1 ;  Kaktovik  have been h u n t i n g .  And here 's   Erick  r ight  here.  

' I  

' I  

I t  
5 1 1  They've  never  hunted  before.  That's f u l l  of bologna. ' i  

! i  
I ,  

! I  

your map? 

MR. SOLOMAN: I w i l l  leave i t  a f t e r ,  because t h i s  

i s  the   o r ig ina l  and I have t o  have a copy  of it. 

MR. BROCK: Okay. So y o u ' l l  s e n d  u s  a copy of 

the  map? 

MR. SOLOMAN: We w i l l  send i t  t o  you. 

MR. BROCK: Okay, very good. Do you want t o  

t r a n s l a t e   t h a t ?  

(Mr. Nolan Soloman's  Statements and Comments Translated t o  

Inupiat  by Mr. Arnold  Brower, Jr.) 

MR. BROCK: Thank you. The next  one? 

MR. SMITH: Could I make j u s t  one statement. 
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We've been h u n t i n g  way  up i n  here. A l l  t h e  way  down 

here and we to ld  them, i t ' s  never  been  done. So, I ' d  l i k e  

t o  j u s t  s t op   r i gh t   t he re  and I ' d  l i k e   t o  say a l i t t l e  b i t  

more because  we're  the  hunters and we don ' t  want our 

h u n t i n g  way  of l i f e  be t r e a t e d   a s  an o i l  r i g  somewhere 

down the re ,  and then we have t o   s t o p  our  whaling and a l l  

t h a t   s o r t  of s t u f f .  And I want t o  thank you. 

MR. BROCK: Are you going to   l eave  u s  a copy of 
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I 

MR. BROCK: Oh, okay. I t h i n k  t h a t  map t h a t  
' I 

you ' r e   r e f e r r ing   t o  is a Minerals Management Service map. 

* ! I ' m  not   posi t ive  but  I t h i n k  it is, i s n ' t  i t ?  Yes, i t  is. 

5 I /  But j u s t  t o   c l e a r  t h e  record on t ha t .  
I ;  ii 
1 1  

' 6 MR. BAFFREY: Our map is i n  there.  
! j  

7 / I  MR. BROCK: T h i s  map you had was an MMS map. 
1 ,  

8 i ;  J u s t  so everybody w i l l  know tha t .  The n e x t   t e s t i f i e r  
1 :  
1 ;  

9 I '  i s  -_ 
/ I  

' I  

1 MR. SOLOMAN: Even though i f  i t ' s  an 

( i n d i s c e r n i b l e )  map, t h i s  is  t h e  o r ig ina l .  If you have 

o t h e r s   t h a t ' s   n o t  so. 

MR. BROCK: Okay. Well, t ha t ' s   t he   r eason  I 

wanted t o  be sure  and ge t  a copy of your map so t h a t  we 

can make sure   that   ours  is  correct .  M r .  Mayor? 

MR. AHLERS: My name is Loren  Ahlers, 

represent ing  the C i t y  of Kaktovik a s  Mayor. On behalf of 

t he  community of Kaktovik I would l i k e  to   say  that  w e  

p robably   to ta l ly   a re  opposed t o   d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   d u r i n g  

the  migration of the Bowhead whale. 

There  are many reasons  for t h i s .  Some of them have 

already been shown i n  the  past  of t h e   a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

o i l  companies i n  seismic operations  that   have happened 

during t h e  h u n t i n g  season. And the  disturbances  caused, 

and the  lack of u s  being  able  to  take  whales.  I ' m  not 
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g o i n g  t o  go i n t o   a n y   o f   t h e   s c i e n t i f i c  aspects  of t h i s .  I 

d o n ' t   u n d e r s t a n d  a l o t  of it. Othe r  people h e r e ,  I ' m  

s u r e ,  w i l l  t e s t i f y   t h a t   d o   u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  and  I hope  on 

o u r   b e h a l f .  

T h e r e  is  o n e   t h i n g   t h a t  seems v e r y   i m p o r t a n t  t o  me. 

I n   y o u r  l e t t e r  from t h e   M i n e r a l s   M a n a g e m e n t   S e r v i c e  t o  M r .  

Smith  of AMOCO P r o d u c t i o n  Company you l i s t  s t i p u l a t i o n s  

t h a t   c o v e r  the o k a y i n g  of t h i s  permit, or t h i s   a l l o w i n g  t o  

be d r i l l e d .  And t h e   v e r y   f i r s t   o n e  s t a t e s  e x p l o r a t o r y  

d r i l l i n g   a n d   t e s t i n g   a n d   o t h e r  down h o l e   e x p l o r a t o r y  

a c t i v i t i e s   d u r i n g   t h e   1 9 8 6  Bowhead  whale f a l l   m i g r a t i o n  i s  

a u t h o r i z e d   o n l y  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e   b e h a v i o r   s t u d y   o f   B o w h e a d s  

is b e i n g   a c t i v e l y   p u r s u e d .  What you ' r e   s ay ing   when   you  

s a y   t h a t  i s  t h e y  can d r i l l .  I t  d o e s n ' t  matter how much of 

a problem or how much impact t h e y ' r e   h a v i n g   o n   t h e   w h a l e .  

T h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y   c o n t i n u e  t o  document t h i s  impact t h a t  

t h e y   c a n   g o   a h e a d   a n d   d o  it. 

If t h e y   r u n   t h e   w h a l e s  back t o  Canada OK t o t a l l y  

b l o c k   t h e m   y o u ' r e   n o t   s a y i n g   a n y t h i n g   t h a t   c a n  s t o p  t h i s  

from happening .  You a r e  s a y i n g   t h a t  a s  long a s  t h e y  

c o n t i n u e  t o  d o c u m e n t   a n d   s t u d y   t h a t   t h e y   c a n  go a h e a d  and  

do  t h i s .   T h a t  is wrong.   I f  i t  shows, no matter a t  what  

s t a g e  of t h e   d r i l l i n g   o p e r a t i o n ,   t h a t   t h e y  a r e  h a v i n g   a n  

e f f e c t  on t h e   m i g r a t i o n   o f   t h e   w h a l e   t h e   d r i l l i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s   s h o u l d   b e  stopped. And t h a t   s h o u l d  be p l a c e d  
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i n   t h i s   s t i p u l a t i o n .  

To s t u d y   t h e   w h a l e  i s  p r o b a b l y  a n e c e s s i t y  for  t h e  

f u t u r e  of a l l  of u s .  The  p r o d u c t i o n  of o i l ,  t h e  f i n d i n g  

o f   o i l  is  a n e c e s s i t y ,  we a l l  know t h a t .  And t h a t ' s  

s o m e t h i n g   t h a t  we h a v e   t o   l i v e   w i t h .  B u t  t o  do it i n  ways 

t h a t  w i l l  c reate  m i n o r   d i s t u r b a n c e s  i s  a r e a l   n e c e s s i t y .  

We s h o u l d   c o v e r  t h a t  a n d   b e   p r e p a r e d   t o   s t o p   t h e   a c t i v i t y  

s h o u l d  we b e   b o t h e r i n g   t h e m ,   a n d   f i n d   a n o t h e r  way t o  do i t  

t h a t  i s  n o t   c a u s i n g  t h a t  much impact .  

MR. BROCK: W i t h o u t   p u t t i n g  y o u  on t h e  s p o t  can I 

ask you a question. If t h a t  was so s t a t e d  i n  t h e r e   w o u l d  

t h a t  change   your   op in ion   o f  t h e  s t u d y   a n d  t h e  w h a l i n g ?  

MR. AHLERS: No, s i r .   P r i m a r i l y  I wou ld   no t  l i k e  

t o  h a v e   t h i s   d o n e   a t  a l l .  

MR. BROCK: Okay. I was j u s t  w o n d e r i n g   i f   t h a t  

was t h e   f a c t o r .  J u s t  f o r  my own -- 
MR. AHLERS: As h a s   h a p p e n e d   i n   t h e   p a s t   w i t h  a l l  

t y p e s  of p u b l i c   h e a r i n g s   t h a t   w e ' v e   h a d ,   o u r   o v e r a l l  

f e e l i n g s   h a v e   v e r y ,   v e r y   s e l d o m   b e e n   t a k e n   i n t o  major 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .   T h i s ,  I c a n  see h a p p e n i n g   a g a i n .  

My f e e l i n g s   a r e   t h a t  w i t h  t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y ,   w i t h  t h e  

v e r y   h i g h   p o s s i b i l i t y   o f   t h i s   p e r m i t   b e i n g   a p p r o v e d ,  or 

t h i s   o k a y  o f   b e i n g   a b l e   t o   d r i l l  t h i s  E r i c k   I s l a n d ,  or 

Erick h o l e  or wha teve r  i t  is;  I am a l m o s t   p o s i t i v e  t h a t  

you w i l l  g o   a h e a d   a n d   i s s u e   t h i s   p e r m i t  t o  do so. 
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I would l i k e  t o  see you  add t o  y o u r  s t i p u l a t i o n s  when 

t h i s  i s  d o n e   t h a t   s h o u l d   t h e   s c i e n t i f i c  people show t h a t  

t h i s  i s  c a u s i n g   a n  impact on t h e   w h a l e s   a n d   d i s t u r b i n g  

t h e m ,   t h e n   t h a t   o p e r a t i o n   s h o u l d   b e   s h u t  down immedia t e ly .  

I t h i n k   t h a t ' s  a v e r y ,   v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   h a p p e n i n g .  And I ' m  

g o i n g  t o  c o n c l u d e   w i t h   t h a t .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you, sir. 

MR. AHLERS: Thank  you. 

(Mr. A h l e r s   S t a t e m e n t s   a n d   C o m m e n t s   T r a n s l a t e d  t o  I n u p i a t  

by Mr. Arnold  Brower, Jr. ) 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you, s i r .  T h e   n e x t  speaker i s  

Isaac Akootchook, or Takootchook?  Am I close? I ' m  h a v i n g  

a l i t t l e  h a r d  time r e a d i n g  i t .  

MR. BROWER, J R .  : I t h i n k   h e ' s   g o i n g  t o  t e l l  you 

h i m s e l f .  

MR. BROCK: Okay,  good. I hope I d i d n ' t  do too 

bad. 

MR. AKOOTCHOOK: I d o n ' t   h a v e   a n y   r e a d i n g ,  b u t  my 

name is  Isaac A k o o t c h o o k ,   a n d   I ' v e   b e e n   h e r e   s i n c e ,  I b o r n  

h e r e   a n d  I know t h i s  place. Why you  guys   go ing  t o  

d r i l l i n g   a n d   w h a t e v e r   a c t i v i t y .  

Because  I a g a i n s t   t h a t   d r i l l   y o u   g u y s   g o i n g  t o  work 

o n  down t h e r e .  Because we h a v e   s u b s i s t e n c e   h u n t   f o r  

l i v i n g  up h e r e .   I ' v e  go t  a l o t  o f   q u e s t i o n s  t o  you 

people,  b u t  maybe l a t e r  on  and a f t e r  t h e   t e s t i m o n y  w e  
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3 ' 1  a nd   Arno ld  Brower c a n   t r a n s l a t e .  i 
I 

MR. AKOOTCHOOK: Maybe I ' d   b e t t e r  speak i n  
i I  

1 1  E s k i m o ,  my l anguage   and   Arno ld  i s  g o i n g  t o  g e t  i t  on, 
; I  

okay. 

7 ;  i i  I MR. BROWER, J R . :  My r a t e s  go up. 

9 I !  MR. BROCK: He p a y s  f o r  t h i s ,   r i g h t ?  

/ /  MR. AKOOTCHOOK: TESTIMONY I N  INUPIAT. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. BROWER, J R .  : I'll t r y  t o  make i t  somehow. 

F i r s t   t h a t ' s  Isaac Akootchook. He's i m p r e s s i n g   t h e  main 

top ic ,  or e x p r e s s i n g   t h a t   t h e y  a r e  s u b s i s t e n c e .  And i t ' s  

c r i t i c a l  t o  h i s   l i f e   i n   K a k t o v i k .   I n   o t h e r   w o r d s ,   h e  

c a n ' t   g o   w i t h o u t   t h i s   k i n d   o f  -- s u b s i s t e n c e  i s  a way of  
I 

1 6  j i  l i f e .  You take a p o r t i o n  of it o u t   t h e n   y o u  t ake  so much 

l 7  I !  o f   h i s   l i f e  away;   suspend i t  so t o  speak. 
; '  

! i  So i n   l i g h t  of t h e   e v e n t s   t h a t ' s   h a p p e n e d   a n d   i f   t h i s  

/ /  
i 
' I  

t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o  go   t h rough ,   he   knows   f rom past 

e x p e r i e n c e   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  -- h e ' s   g o i n g   t o   e n c o u n t e r  

r e a l  h a r d s h i p .  And c o o p e r a t i v e   m e a s u r e s   s h o u l d  be 

i m p l e m e n t e d   i n   t h e r e  so t h a t  no d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e  

s u b s i s t e n c e   h u n t i n g   p e r i o d .  So t h a t   t h e i r   s u b s i s t e n c e   a n d  

wha t   he   needs  t o  g e t  fo r  h i s   f a m i l y ,   a n d   t h e  food c a n  be 

c a u g h t .  
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A s  a r e s u l t   t h e y   d o n ' t   d e r i v e   a n y   b e n e f i t   f r o m   t h e  

p r o d u c t   t h a t  will be   found  here .   Whether  the price of 

o i l ,  g a s  w i l l  n o t   g o  down or a n y t h i n g .  And t h i s  problem 

h a s   n e v e r  been l o o k e d  a t  or n o b o d y ' s   t r i e d  t o  s o l v e   t h e  

problem.  

And i f   t h e r e ' s   a n   a c c i d e n t   h e r e   t h e n   t h e   f o l k s   h e r e  

can -- t h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e s   c a n   p i c k  back u p   t h e i r   s t u f f  , 
c l e a n  i t  up, a n d   g o  a w a y   a n d   l e a v e   t h e   d e b r i s  of mess and 

s t u f f   t h a t  w i l l  have  t o  be, j u s t   b e  l e f t  t h e r e .  And 

t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  it. 

So t h e s e   t h i n g s   h e   w o u l d  l i k e  t o  know t h a t  -- h e ' s  

c o n c e r n e d .  And t h a t   t h e   w h a l e s  will g o  too  f a r   o f f s h o r e  

i f   t h e   a c t i v i t y   e x i s t s   t h e r e ,  Which is t h i s  -- I g u e s s  

t h i s   p o i n t   i n   t h e   h a r d s h i p   f a c t o r   t h a t   i f  i t  g o e s   o u t  too 

damned f a r   t h e n   y o u   d o n ' t   g o   o u t .  The meat w i l l  s po i l  

e v e n  i f  i t ' s  c a u g h t ,  For i n s t a n c e ,   b e c a u s e  of t h e  

a c t i v i t y  l a s t  y e a r   t h e r e  was no h a r v e s t ,   n o   w h a l e   c a u g h t .  

Because of i n t e r f e r e n c e  on t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e .  

So h e ' d  l i k e  t o  see t h a t   t h e  quota f o r   t h e  

s u b s i s t e n c e   w h a l i n g   b e   c o m p l e t e d   a n d   a f t e r w a r d s   t h e n   t h e y  

c a n  s t a r t  t h e   d r i l l i n g ,   B u t   w h a t e v e r ,   t h e s e   t h i n g s  a r e  

n o t  j u s t  mere s t o r i e s   t h a t   t h e y  make up ,  b u t   t h i s  is ,  

t h e y ' r e   t a l k i n g   a b o u t   t h e i r  way of l i f e .   T h e i r  own l i v i n g  

r i g h t  now, What t h e y  know. 

And t h i s  way  by i n t e r f e r e n c e   d u r i n g  t h e  m i g r a t i o n   y o u  
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can  suspend or in f r inge  upon t h e   e a t i n g   h a b i t a t s  of the 

whales. So i n  t h e   l a s t  two seasons i t ' s  been d i f f e r e n t ,  

and those -- the  cause of these two different   seasons i s  

qui te   not iceable .  So he don ' t  w i s h  to   see  any a c t i v i t y   a t  

a l l   dur ing  the  subsis tence  whal ing.  

MR. BROCK: He sa id   ear ly  on something  about 

nobody t r i ed   t o   so lve   t he  problem. What was the  problem 

the re?  I missed t h a t  p o i n t .  
c . f  

i I. MR. BROWER, J R .  : Well t h e  b e n e f i t  i s  -- nobody 
I I  

3 , g e t s  any benefit  here  because  the  product i s  t h e  only 

1 1  1 , ,  benef i t .  

. -  
1 I ,  

' I  
I MR. BROCK: Oh, I see;  okay. Thank you. The 

- 1 '  n e x t  speaker is  Benjamin,  and I ' m  not  going t o  t r y   t h e  

14 j j  l a s t  name. 
/ I  

! 5  MR. NAGEAK: My name is Benjamin P. Nageak. I ' m  
/ j  
; I  1 a subs i s t ence   spec ia l i s t   f o r   t he  Department of W i l d l i f e  

' 7  I /  Management, North  Slope Borough. 
' !  

IR  1 1  I ' d  l i k e   t o  make  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  on page 1 2 .  On 

t h e  -- back  about a year and a half  ago I approached  the 

20 : o  I II Kaktovik  whalers and Nooiksut  whalers  about  the 

? ;  1 recording of the   harves ts  of the Bowhead whales i n  y e a r s  

22 1 )  pas t .  A s  a result   the  whalers  pointed  out on a map where 

2 3  j /  whales  were  harvested. And a s  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  

24 1 1  mid-page 1 2 ,  t he   f i gu re  on appendix 3 shows t h e  recorded 

l o c a t i o n s  of whale s t r i k e s  by Kaktovik/Nooiksut  whalers, 

I I  
! i  

! I  
' I  

I f  

I 

2 5  I /  
- 

j 

j 

1 
i 
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should be loca t ions  of harvested  whales. 

And this map was intended  as a h i s tory  of Bowhead 

whales  caught by t h e  Nooiksut and Kaktovik  whalers. This i s  

not a complete  record of harvests.  I t  is not done 

completely,  There  has t o  be some  more whales t h a t  were 

harves ted   tha t  weren' t  put on t h e  map, b u t  we d i d n ' t  have 

t h e  time t h e   l a s t  time I was here   to   rea l ly  make out t h e  

l o c a t i o n s  of the  whales. And t h i s  was never  intended t o  

say  that  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  place where people  whaled. 

The Kaktovik  whalers  whale a wide range from  Anderson 

Point maybe t o   a l l   t h e  way over  towards t h e  Demarcation. 

And t h i s  was never  intended, t h i s  map was never  intended 

t o  be r e s t r i c t i v e   f o r  the whalers. So I ' d  l i k e  t o   c l a r i f y  

t h a t .  Thank  you very much. 

MR. BROCK: Thank you.  

(Mr. Nageak's  Statements and Comments Translated t o  

Inupiat  by M r .  Arnold  Brower, J r . )  

MR, BROCK: Between your map and Mr. Soloman's 

map there  can we update  our map t o  make i t  cu r ren t ,   e i t he r  

ton ight  or i n  t h e  n e x t  few days so we ' l l  be sure  and have 

the  correct   information? 

MR. NAGEAK: R i g h t .  

MR. BROCK: Okay.  Thank you. Mr. Albert? 

MR. ALBERT: My name i s  Tom Albert. I work i n  

t he  Department of Wi ld l i fe  Management, North Slope 
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Borough, and I 've   got  a number  of f a i r l y   s p e c i f i c  

comments. 

If I understand you r igh t   you ' re  s o l i c i t i n g  some 

comments on t h i s  810 document t h a t  was attached. B u t  what 

I ' d   l i k e   t o  do is j u s t ,  i f  you've  got a copy of i t  I ' l l  

j u s t  go through it a l i t t l e  b i t  w i t h  you. I t ' s  a r ea l  

i n t e r e s t i n g  one. . I had the.   opportunity  to  read i t  on t h e  

plane coming over  here. 

And on t h e  very f i r s t  page of i t  which  seems t o  be 

page 9 ,  a t  the end of the   f i r s t   paragraph  i t  notes  about 

t h e  research program w i l l  re ly   par t ly   on  opportunis t ic  
. -  
I / , '  / I  observat ions of tagged  whales. And I ' v e  never  seen  the 

t research  proposal b u t  I saw the  appl icat ion  for  a permit, 
! 

1 and i t  c e r t a i n l y  mentioned that   they were going  to do  more 

"j i i  , than  opportunistic  observations.  

: ,. j !  

' I  ! '  done,  not  real  directed  observations,  then I don ' t   s ee  any 

.I 1 

I If only  opportunistic  observations  are  going t o  be 

: 8  1 1  r eason   to   t ag  t h e  whales. B u t  anyway, t o  go over  to  the 

! 7  i 1 next  page,  page 1 0 ,  t he re ' s   s eve ra l   i n t e re s t ing  t h i n g s  on 
I 1 1  t h a t  one. I n  t h e  second  paragraph is  noted t h a t  t h e  l a s t  1 1  sentence or  so, r i sk  of an o i l   s p i l l  is negl ig ib le .  

? ?  1 1  And minimal increases  i n  t h e  r i sk  and a l l   t h a t .  I 

23 guess  what  one de f ines   a s   neg l ig ib l e  maybe is  d i f f e r e n t   t o  

2 d  / I  different   people .  And I haven't  seen any evidence t o  say 

2 5  I /  t h a t  i t ' s  negl ig ib le .  I gran t   tha t  i t ' s  low, b u t  
I /  
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c e r t a i n l y  I don ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  negl ig ib le .  If i t  wasn't 

negl ig ib le   then   there  would be no need fo r  any of this 

s t u f f .  So I t h i n k  you've  got a problem there,  

I n  t h e  third  paragraph on page 1 0 ,  i n  t h e  second 

sentence. I t  says, "A recent s t u d y  ind ica tes  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

behavioral  response i s  not   l ike ly  u n t i l  whales  approach a 

d r i l l   s h i p   c l o s e r   t h a n  one to   four   ki lometers" ,  and c i tes  

Dr. Richardson's work, This statement  about one to   four  

kilometers  before you g e t  a meaningful  response i s  a l s o  

presented i n  t h e   f i r s t  page of the   cover   l e t te r ,   da ted  

June 1 0 ,  t h a t  came from Allan Powers. . 

I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i f  you turn  to   Table  1 which is  

supplied w i t h  t h i s  document, on Table 1 i t  shows t h a t   a s  

f a r   a s   d r i l l  s h i p  noise  playbacks  were  concerned  the 

approximate  radius of s t rong  or f requent '   react ions i s  s i x  

kilometers. So on t h e  one hand one s a y s   t h a t   s i g n i f i c a n t  

response  behaviorwise is  one to  four  kilometers,  and t h e n  

i n  t h e  very same document you have  another  table  that   says 

i t ' s  s i x  kilometers. So one m i g h t  wonder what the problem 

is  here. 

And a playback  experiment i s  not  the  real  world, of 

course ,   o r   rea l   l i fe .  Now I want t o   a l s o  mention 

something t h a t ' s  very   in te res t ing  on page 1 0 ,  t h i s  very 

same sentence i n  t h e  t h i r d  paragraph. I t  ta lks   about  a 

d r i l l  s h i p .  And continually  through t h i s  document i t  
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I 
t a lk s   abou t   r e sponses   t o   d r i l l  s h i p s .  I don ' t  know 

2 I whether t h a t ' s  an in t en t iona l  t h i n g  or maybe just an I C 

1 I ed i to r i a l   ove r s igh t .  

I! A s  most of us well know the major noise  source coming 

from this operat ion is  probably  not  going  to be t h e  ! 

d r i l l   s h i p ,  b u t  the   i ce   b reaker   tha t ' s   assoc ia ted  w i t h  it. 
j 

0 I1 
7 1 1  So I don't t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r   f o r  you t o  go ahead and dwell 

Y 1 '  page a f t e r  page on t h i s  one to  four  kilometer t h i n g ,  
II 
; I  

i !  response  to a d r i l l  ship;  when  you  know t h a t  t h e  s h i p  o u t  

- here i s  going t o  be serviced by an ice  breaker most of the 

i 

: I  
. r ,  I '  

. .  
' 4 time, which is going t o  make a l o t  of-.noise. And whose 

. : !  react ions  whales   react  t o  we don't   really  have a very good 7 , I  

I /  
j :  ' 3  1 1  idea of yet.  

I ' l  ; I  I t h i n k  t h a t  whoever wrote t h i s ,  I ' m  sure  i t  wasn't  

. _  
3 an  intentional  misrepresentation..  B u t  nevertheless  i t  

seems t o  be a qu i te   c lear   mis representa t ion  of what 's  

7 1 )  going t o  happen.  Unless an ice  breaker is  not  going t o  be I 
! I  

: i  
l a  / I  there .  I t ' s  our  understanding  that i t  w i l l  be. 

!9 i ,  

! I  

I ?  

On t h e  n e x t  page,  page 11, i n  t h e  second  paragraph. 

j /  T h e  paragraph  there  that   concerns  the  potential   to  reduce 

1 )  the  population of harvestable  resources.  The very f i r s t  
L': l i n e  of t h a t  second  paragraph on page 11 says, "The 

2 3  1 1  proposed s t u d y  does  not  have  the  potential  to  reduce 

2 4  " population",  and so on. I ' m  not  sure  whether t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  8 

2 5  , I  t h e  d r i l l i n g   o p e r a t i o n  or  to   the  research s t u d y  t h a t ' s  
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g o i n g  t o  g o  a long w i t h  it. 

Now i f  i t  r e f e r s  t o  r e s e a r c h   s t u d y  -- 
MR. BROCK: I t ' s  t h e   r e s e a r c h   s t u d y ,   y e s .  

MR. ALBERT: Okay. If i t  d o e s   r e f e r  t o  t h e  

r e s e a r c h   s t u d y   a n d   s a y s  i t  d o e s   n o t   h a v e   t h e   p o t e n t i a l  t o  

r e d u c e   t h e  populat ion,  t h a t  may b e   t r u e .  However, w h e t h e r  

or n o t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  i n t e r f e r e   w i t h   t h e   h e a l t h ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  

o f   g i v e n   i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  s o m e t h i n g   t h a t ' s   n o t  c l ea r  and i s  

a c o n c e r n   t h a t  we do  have.  

T h e   n e x t   s e n t e n c e  i t  s a y s ,  " O i l  spi l ls  a r e  n o t  

c o n s i d e r e d  a r i s k " ,  is  s o m e t h i n g   t h a t   I   d o n ' t   t h i n k   y o u  

h a v e   a n y   r i g h t  t o  say .  I d o n ' t   t h i n k   y o u   h a v e   a n y   d a t a  t o  

r e a l l y   s a y   t h a t .  I t ' s  a matter of o p i n i o n ,  I g u e s s .  

And t h e n  a l i t t l e  b i t   f u r t h e r   i n   t h a t   p a r a g r a p h  i t  

t a lks  a b o u t  man-made noises a n d   t h e y ' r e   n o t   l i k e l y  t o  

cause m o r t a l i t y  or h i n d e r   r e p r o d u c t i v e   s u c c e s s .   B u t   i n  

t h i s   p a r a g r a p h  I wonder why t h e r e ' s   n o   m e n t i o n  made t o  

w h e t h e r  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  i n t e r f e r e   w i t h   t h e   f e e d i n g  of t h e  

an ima l s .   The  use of t h i s   f e e d i n g  area.  

From my own p o i n t  of v i e w   t h e   n o i s e s   t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  

g e n e r a t e d  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e   a n  impact upon  use of 

t h i s   f e e d i n g  a rea  t h a n   o u t r i g h t   k i l l i n g   o f   t h e   w h a l e  or 

h i n d e r i n g  i t s  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  So I t h i n k   y o u   u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

l e f t  o u t   t h a t   w h i c h  may well b e   t h e  major impact o f   t h i s  

man-made n o i s e  t o  t h e   w h a l e   i t s e l f .   T h a t  i s  t o  i t s  use of  
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I n  t h e  l a s t  paragraph on page 11, about  halfway 1 1  through i t  you talk  about,  a sentence  that  seems very 

+ " j j  confused  to  me. I t  says, "Bowhead whales  have t h e  

/ I  
( 1  

9 ji 

p o t e n t i a l   t o   r e a c t   t o   d r i l l   s h i p   n o i s e s  w i t h i n  one to   four  

" kilometers." And t h e n  i n  parentheses i t  says,  "with a 

( 1  p o t e n t i a l  up t o  1 2  kilometers." If anybody is here   that  
1 5  

a I /  can  explain  that   sentence  to me i t  would be helpful .  
1 

T h e  po ten t i a l  t o  r eac t  w i t h  a po ten t i a l  up t o  1 2 .  

: , 2  i /  And once   aga in   I 'd   ca l l  you a t t e n t i o n   a t  t h i s  s tage of the 
' j  

I !  ; ,  
! !  game to  Table I, which i n  t h i s  very own document here, 

i ?  t h a t   c i t e s  s i x  ki lometers   as  a d i s tance   to   ge t  a 

' 3  j j  s ign i f i can t   r eac t ion .  The approximate  radius of s t rong or  

14 1 1  f requent   react ion.  

l 6  I( paragraph,  about  eight or t en   l i nes  down. I t  says, "If 

'' 1 1  Bowheads were to   def lec t   o f f   the i r   migra t ion   course" ,  and so 

' a  i on. "This  should  not be more than a maximum  of one t o  two 

1 o  kilometers.  " I don't   understand where you got  those 

20 1 numbers. And s ince   the  one to   four   k i lometers   tha t  you 

2 1  1 1  c i t e  on the  page before i s  a t   v a r i a n c e  w i t h  the  other  data 

** 1 1  t h a t  you present i n  t h i s  document, I wonder whether t h i s  

?3 I one t o  two kilometers  has any bearing on r e a l i t y .  

/I 

l 5  j I  On the  next  page,  page 1 2  I guess i t  is, t h e  f i r s t  

2 4  I Further down i n  that  paragraph, t h e  f i r s t  one on page 

25 ~ 1 2 ,  down near  the end of t h a t   f i r s t  paragraph i t  t a l k s  
' I  
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about i t ' s  poss ib le   tha t   the   d r i l l ing   no ise   could  be heard 

by whales i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  harvest   area.   That ' s  an 

extraordinarily  conservative  approach. I t ' s  possible.  

You  know tha t   t he re ' s   go ing   t o  be an ice  breaker o u t  t he re  

making a l o t  of noise, And t o  say  or  imply t h a t  t h e  noise 

is not  going t o   t r a v e l  j u s t  a few mi l e s ,   t ha t ' s   no t   f a i r .  

If you r e s t r i c t  i t  s t r i c t l y   t o  t h e  d r i l l  vesse l ,   as  

seems t o  be done here ,   that  is very  misleading. Whoever 

put t h i s  document toge ther   e i ther  made a mistake or is 

t rying  to   mislead.  I assume i t ' s  a mistake. I don ' t  

t h i n k  you can  say tha t  i t ' s  possible   that   these  animals  

are  going  to  hear  something. I t ' s  for   sure   un less   the i r  

deaf.  They're going  t o  hear  plenty. 

So anyway, i f  -- one o t h e r   i l l u s t r a t i o n   t h a t ' s  

i n t e r e s t i n g   h e r e  i s  the  -- I don ' t  see a page number on i t  

b u t  the  copy I have  has been xeroxed a l o t  of times. I t ' s  

t h e  f i g u r e   t h a t  shows t h e  whale s i g h t i n g s  and the  whale 

ha rves t   l oca t ions  or s t r i k e s .  And M r .  Nageak already 

r e f e r r e d   t o  t h e  error   here   about   s t r ikes  and harves ts ,  If 

you have t h e  document, i f  you open i t  up f o r   t h a t   f i g u r e  

I ' m  g o i n g   t o   c a l l  your a t tent ion  to   something  real  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

I t  l i s ts  the  s i g h t i n g s  of Bowheads whales -- I ' m  j u s t  

taking t h e  document a t  i ts face  value now.  And t h e  

sources   a re   the  good  work t h a t  Don Youngblood has done 
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2 

w h a l e s ,  a t  l eas t ,  a r e   c o m i n g  by h e r e   e v e r y   y e a r .  And 3 

S i x   y e a r s  of s i g h t i n g s .  Now y o u ' v e   g o t   t o   f i g u r e   t h a t  4,400 

w e ' v e   g o t  s i x  y e a r s .  A t  s i x  times f o u r ,  t h a t ' s  24,000 

5 1 
page?  3 

w h a l e s   h a v e  come by here and  how  many d o t s  a r e  on t h a t  
I 

7 I t  is  so small i n   c o m p a r i s o n  t o  w h a t ' s  r e a l l y   g o i n g  

8 o n   t h a t  I d o n ' t   t h i n k   y o u   c a n  take a d rawing  l i k e  t h i s ,  

l o  i 
1 w i t h   t h e   v e r y   f e w   s i g h t i n g s   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n  made,  and  draw a 

w h o l e   l o t   f r o m  it. I t ' s  nice. I t ' s  what   we 've   go t .  B u t  

" 1 1  o u t  of f a i r n e s s ,  j u s t  o u t  of s i m p l e   f a i r n e s s ,  you   should  

l 2  I p u t  a n o t a t i o n  down h e r e   s a y i n g  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  we on ly  saw 

- ' 3  i i  1 5 0 ,   o r  3 0 0 ,  OK w h a t e v e r   t h e s e   d o t s   r e p r e s e n t .  I c a n ' t  

I d  1 
w h a l e s   p a s s i n g .  And we o n l y  saw a t i n y   f r a c t i o n  of them. 

: 5  1 
r e a d  them. We estimate t h e r e  was someth ing  l i k e  24 ,000  

' 6  1 And j u s t  o u t  of s i m p l e   f a i r n e s s  t h a t  should  be  done.  
1 

l 7  1 

f r e q u e n t   r e a c t i o n   t o  f u l l  s c a l e  seismic is  t h r e e  2 '  

here also. I t  says t h e   a p p r o x i m a t e   r a d i u s   o f  a s t r o n g  or 20 

t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t e d   t h e r e ,  w h i c h  a r e  m e n t i o n e d   i n  t h e  t ex t  l 9  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  we know, b u t  on t h e  f u l l  scale seismic d a t a  ' *  
And f i n a l l y  t o  T a b l e  1. Table 1 i s  o f   go ld   mine  

I 
2 2  k i l o m e t e r s .  And t h a t ' s   n o t   r i g h t .  

2 3  I If you   look  a t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  was p r e p a r e d  by 
I 

2 j  1 Youngblood,   Vers ig ,   Schwar tz ,   and  Keen, t h e  M i n e r a l s  
I 

25  I , Management S e r v i c e   r e p o r t ,  OCS Study MMS 850076,   October  
' i  
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of '85 or the same document m i n u s  the  appendix which was 

submit ted  to   the  Internat ional  Whaling Commission 

S c i e n t i f i c  Committee t h i s  y e a r ,   a s   S c i e n t i f i c  Committee 

Document 38 PSI,  Observations on t h e  Behavior of Bowhead 

Whales i n  the  Presence of Operating  Seismic  Exploration 

Vessels i n  t he  Alaskan  Beaufort  Sea,  you'll f i n d  t ha t   t he  

a b s t r a c t  or the  summary agrees w i t h  what's  presented 

there.  Three  kilometers and seven and a half  kilometers. 

If you read t h e  document very  careful ly  you f i n d  

something  else. And t h e   S c i e n t i f i c  Committee of t h e  

In t e rna t iona l  Whaling  Commission, a t  which I attended t h i s  

year,   did  read i t  and made f a i r l y   s t r i d e n t  comment about 

t h i s  paper and the way t h e  data  are  presented. If you 

read  the document c a r e f u l l y ,   a s  was done by the 

subcommittee  that I pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n ,  y o u ' l l  f i n d  tha t   these  

th ree  and a half  or seven  kilometer,  or  whatever  they  are, 

f i n d i n g s  a r e   j u s t   no t   a l l   t ha t   c lo se .  

L e t  me g i v e  you an  example. The t o t a l  avoidance 

reac t ion  or t h e  s t rong   reac t ion  t h i n g  here  i s  l i s t e d   a s  

three  kilometers.  If you  go to   t he   r epor t  and  look a t   t h e  

da t a   t ha t   a r e  i n  the   repor t  you f i n d  that  the  avoidance 

reac t ion  i n  two o u t  of f o u r  ins tances  was e i t h e r  1 0  

kilometers or someth ing  unknown but  greater  than 7 .2  

kilometers.  The ship  turned on i t s  gun a t  7.2 kilometers 

and t h e  Bowheads turned and f l e d .  
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So the   da ta   tha t   a re  be ing  used  here, i t ' s  not f a i r  

what you're  doing. And I challenge you fo lks ,  MMS, t o  go 

back t o  your own report's and do not  read t h e  summary on 

page 26, b u t  go i n t o   t h e  t e x t  of t h e  repor t  and f ind   these  

data.  And these  data were  found by t h e  IWC S c i e n t i f i c  

Committee and resu l ted  i n  i ts  f a i r l y   s t r o n g  comments. 

The concluding  statement  that I would make is about 

the  radio  tagging s t u d y  t h a t  AMOCO i s  proposing  to  f u n d .  

I ' v e  made numerous comments on t h i s  s t u d y  and I ' l l  make 

them again  here. I have  been  hoping t h a t  someone would 

come along and do a radio  tagging s t u d y  of Bowhead whales 

t h a t  was well d e s i g n e d ?  and well funded,  and going t o  do a 

good job.   Firs t  of a l l  I ' v e  never  seen t h e  research 

proposal. Has anybody here seen the  research  proposal f o r  

t h i s  p ro jec t?  I ask you f o l k s ,  have you seen it? I ' v e  

seen t h e  appl ica t ion  for a permit? which we  made extensive 

comments on. 

And t h a t  document proposed? i n  my opin ion ,   to   t ag   too  

many whales  too soon. It d i d  not  prove  very sensi t ive t o  

concerns  about  the  effects on t h e  whale i n  t h a t  i t  would 

not  propose  to  follow  the  whales any further  west  than 

Point Barrow. And we could  detect  no commitment on 

anyone ' s   par t   to  do the  s t u d y  more than one year. So I 

would ask you,  does MMS possess a copy of the  research 

proposal? And i f  i t  does I ' d  l i k e   t o   s e e  one. 
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a r e  g o o d   s c i e n t i s t s   a n d   c a n   d o  an e x c e l l e n t   j o b ,   T h e  l b  

3 2 l  s t u d y  a s  i t  was p u t   f o r w a r d   i n   t h e  permit  a p p l i c a t i o n ,   i n  I .  

-4 1 my o p i n i o n ,   a n d   i n   t h e   o p i n i o n  of t h e   N a t i o n a l   M a r i n e  j 

I ! 
s I F i s h e r i e s   S e r v i c e ,  Alaska Office, is s e v e r e l y   f l a w e d ,  

j j  I 

6 i j  For r e a s o n s   b e s t  known t o  N a t i o n a l   M a r i n e   F i s h e r i e s  

7 1 S e r v i c e  a t  t h e  D.C. ' l e v e l   t h e y   o v e r r o d e   e v e r y o n e   a n d  

8 I g r a n t e d   t h e   p e r m i t   a n y w a y .   T h a n k   y o u   v e r y  much, 
1 ;  

9 i j  ( A p p l a u s e  1 
I 

10 1 (Mr. A lbe r t ' s  S t a t e m e n t s   a n d   C o m m e n t s   T r a n s l a t e d  t o  I n u p i a t  

by Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r . )  

17 1 I! 
1 1  

MR. BROWER, J R . :  Tom A l b e r t ,   y o u  s t i l l  i n   t h e  

13 / i  h o u s e ?  

1 4  !I UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I ' l l  g e t  him. i 
! 

I S  ' j  MR. BROCK: No, h e ' s   r i g h t  there.  
I ! 

! 
i 7  , s a i d   o n   t h e  l a s t  page o n   t h i s ,   b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  take v e r y  1 

18 I g o o d   n o t e s   h e r e .  I 

' 9  MR. ALBERT:  On t h a t   T a b l e ,   A r n o l d ?  

20 MR. BROWER, J R . :  Yes. Where i t  h a s   d i s t u r b a n c e  

21  1 3 t h   o n   t h e  top  r i g h t .  

15 MR. BROWER, J R .  : I need a summary of what   you  ! 

i 
I 

I 

t 

I 

MR, ALBERT: T h e   t a b l e ?  I / 
! 

2 3  I 

MR. BROWER, J R .  : Um-hum. 

MR. ALBERT: The seismic c o l u m n   w i t h   t h e   t h r e e  

25 1 1  k i l o m e t e r s   a n d   t h e   s e v e n   a n d  a h a l f  k i lometers ,  I t h i n k  1 
I 
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I 

t h a t ' s  an  under estimate.  

MR. BROWER, J R . :  Oh. (Further   Translat ion of 

Mr. Albert ' s   Statements  and Comments by  Mr. Arnold  Brower, 

J r .  1 

MR. BROCK: Thank you. Mr. Erik  Smith? J u s t  a 

second. Let ' s  have t h i s  one and then  we ' l l  go t o  you, 

s i r .  Okay, Sam Taalak. Okay, thank you. Go ahead, Mr. 

S m i t h .  

MR. SMITH: My name is Erik  Smith and I'm here 

from  Anchorage representing  Trustees  for  Alaska and 

Friends of the  Earth  Alaska. I have some comments about 

t h e  procedures  that  t h e  Minerals Management Service i s  

u s i n g ,  and t h e n  some comments about t h e  dec is ion   tha t  you 

seem t o  have  already made. 

On the   p rocedures ,   f i r s t  of a l l   S e c t i o n  810 requi res  

the  Minerals Management Service t o  make  some evaluat ions,  

t o  hold t h e  hearings,  and make  some f ind ings ,  and then 

make i ts  decision. I t h i n k  i t ' s  to t a l ly   i nappropr i a t e  and 

i l l e g a l   f o r  t h e  s e rv i ce   t o  make i ts  decis ion on condi t ion 

t h a t  i t  l a t e r  makes ce r t a in   f i nd ings .  

Those f i n d i n g s  and -- t h i s  hearing i s  almost a sham 

i f  t h e  se rv ice  h a s  already made i t s  mind up. So i t ' s  my 

opinion and my organizat ion 's   opinion  that   the   Minerals  

Management Service  has   basical ly  made a t raves ty  o u t  of 

i t s  decis ion  process  by making i t s  decision  before i t  has 
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MR. BROCK: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t   t h a t  we 

3 ( i  d i d n ' t .  We made  a c o n d i t i o n a l   d e c i s i o n .  B u t  t h a t ' s  -- 
-I [I  d o n ' t   w a n t   t o  -- 

I 

I 
! !  

5 : I  MR. SMITH: Q u i t e  f r a n k l y  I t h i n k  i f  you  make  a 

6 i j  d e c i s i o n  o n   c o n d i t i o n   t h a t   y o u ' r e   g o i n g   t o  make an  

7 I e v a l u a t i o n   y o u ' v e   b i a s e d   y o u r   a n a l y s i s  because y o u ' v e  

8 ( !  a l r e a d y   p r e t t y  much d e c i d e d   t o  do i t  a l r e a d y .  

i 

j ;  
1 ,  

I i  

I !  Second  comment   on  procedures  i s  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  h a s  
I !  

i s  j !  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  made a d e c i s i o n   t h a t   t h e r e  may be a 

1 1  ; ;  s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n   o f   s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e s   f o r  

12 i /  p e o p l e  i n  K a k t o v i k   a n d   N o o i k s u t .  I f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

13 I j  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e  s e r v i c e   c o u l d   n o t  make a d e c i s i o n   t h a t  

14 8 '  t h e r e  may be  a s i g n i f i c a n t   i m p a c t  on t h e  envi ronment   and  

I 

: I  
, 
1 ;  

I /  

! 5  i '  p r e p a r e   a n   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   i m p a c t   s t a t e m e n t .  
! :  

' 5  / ;  So i t  i s  o u r   o p i n i o n   t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e   o u g h t   t o   g o  

i 7  back  and  go  through t h e  f u l l   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   i m p a c t  

18 I s t a t e m e n t   p r o c e s s .  That w o u l d   r e q u i r e  i t  t o  do 
I 
I /  

1 1  i !  

j; c o n s i d e r a b l y  more e v a l u a t i o n   a n d   p r o b a b l y   h a v e   a n o t h e r  

20 ' I  h e a r i n g .  / I  

1; 
1 ;  

? I  j (  T u r n i n g   t o  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of t h e  d e c i s i o n ,   f i r s t  of 

? 2  ! i  a l l   f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s   e x p r e s s e d  by Dr. A l b e r t ,  I do no t  

?3  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y   r e a s o n  why t h e r e  may be a s i g n i f i c a n t  
! i  

24  i /  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  b e c a u s e   t h e   w h a l e s  may b e   d i s p l a c e d   f u r t h e r  

2 5  , away so t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e   w h a l i n g   c a n ' t   g e t   t o   t h e  
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whales .  

I t  seems l i k e  t he re ' s  enough  of a r i s k   f r o m   t h e  noise 

3 

of a s p i l l  t h a t  t h e r e  may be a s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n  on I 

a c t i v i t y   i t s e l f ,   a n d   e n o u g h   o f  a r i s k  f r o m   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y  

i 
s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e s .  

Second  of  a l l ,  w e  r ema in   adaman t ly   opposed  t o  l i f t i n g  

t h e  s e a s o n a l   d r i l l i n g   r e s t r i c t i o n   a n d   l e t t i n g   t h e  

a /I c o m p a n i e s   i n   t h e r e .  We u n d e r s t a n d   t h e   d i f f i c u l t i e s   t h a t  
I 1 1  y o u   h a v e   t o   f i n d   o u t   w h a t   t h e   d r i l l i n g  may do t o  t h e   w h a l e s  
I 

w i t h o u t   a c t u a l l y   d r i l l i n g .   B u t   t h e r e ' s   a n   e l e m e n t  of 

d e s t r o y i n g   t h e   v i l l a g e  t o  s a v e  i t  h e r e .  

I t ' s  our o p i n i o n   t h a t   t h e   v a l u e  of t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  

a c t i v i t y   a n d   t h e   w h a l e s   t h e m s e l v e s  is  so g r e a t   t h a t   t h e  

r i s k  i s  n o t   w o r t h  it. And t h a t   t h e   M i n e r a l s  Management 

S e r v i c e   s h o u l d  not be a l l o w i n g   t h e s e   k i n d s   o f   a c t i v i t i e s  

d u r i n g   t h e  time t h a t   t h e .   w h a l e s   a r e   p r e s e n t   a n d   t h e  

w h a l i n g  i s  going   on .  

T h i r d ,   i n   t e r m s   o f   t h e   f i n d i n g s   t h a t   t h e   s e r v i c e  i s  

s u p p o s e d   t o  make unde r   Sec t ion   810   o f  ANILCA. I t ' s  o u r  

o p i n i o n   t h a t   t h i s  i s  n o t   i n   t h e   p u b l i c   i n t e r e s t ,   f o r  

r e a s o n s  I j u s t  se t  f o r t h .  That i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  meet 

t h e   o t h e r  two c o n d i t i o n s   a b o u t   t h e   s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  and a b o u t  

t h e  minimum  amount of l a n d  n e c e s s a r y   f o r   t h e   r e s t r i c t i o n .  

A g a i n ,   f o r   t h e   r e a s o n s  I ' v e  s t a t e d .  

So I g u e s s  i n  sum it  is  o u r   o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  
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unwise decision by t h e  Minerals Management Service and 

i t ' s  a dec is ion   tha t  seems to   a l r eady  have  been made 

before t h e  people  here  have been a b l e   t o  have a hearing, 

and before the other  people  can s u b m i t  wr i t ten  comments. 

Thank  you very much. 

(Mr. S m i t h ' s  Statements and Comments Translated  to   Inupiat  

by Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r . )  

MR. BROCK: Thank you. Sam?  Would  you repeat 

your name, s i r ?  

MR. TAALAK: I ' m  Sam Taalak from Nooiksut, 

whaling  captain.  During t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  ( ind i sce rn ib l e )  i n  

Anchorage e a r l i e r  t h i s  year  between t h e  Nooiksut/Kaktovik 

o i l  companies, as   fa r   as   could  be determined AMOCO made 

no object ions on t h e  AEWC opposi t ion  to   tagging and 

fur ther   noise   dis t r ibut ion  research.  

AMOCO has  not,  to my knowledge, made a spec i f ied  

program on how they w i l l  conduct  the  research.  That is ,  

an  example, i t ' s  a quest ion do t h e y  hope to  approach t h e  

individual  whale and shoot  off  noise and see   the i r  

react ion.  I ' m  l e d  to   be l ieve   tha t   researches   a re  

b e i n g  done,  assuming the  evaluat ion  report  was based on 

prior  research. 

Duplicity  can do n o t h i n g  b u t  harm because of possibly 

only  three months in t ense   r e sea rch ,   a t   t he  most. My 

people  have  researched  the  whale  for 1 0 , 0 0 0  years   for  
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noise   disrupt ion and we know why it is. The evaluat ion on 

page 1 0  has some p re t ty   bas i c   o r i en ta t ions  on whale 

d i s rup t ion  on d i f f e ren t   dec ibe l   l eve l s .  Showing t h e  

sh ip ,  seismic, and a i r .  I f i n d  these  inapplicable.  

The underlying  fact  of waiving  the number four 

s t i p u l a t i o n  on a one-time b a s i s  will only  lead  to  the 

r e p e t i t i o u s   a c t i o n   h e r e a f t e r .  For this reason I want t o  

abide by the  earlier  consensus  wherein t h e  AEWC 

Kaktovik/Nooiksut and t h e  o i l ,   t h e  major o i l   i ndus t r i e s .  

One of the  concessions was t o  proceed t o  d r i l l  when 75 

percent of the migrating  whales  have  passed. We were a l l  

i n  agreement t o  t h i s .  

Therefore I would s t ress   the  importance of the 

a l t e r n a t i v e  on page 1 3 ,  5 , not  waiving  the  st ipulation: 

number 5 on page 1 3  is self-explanatory i n  t h i s  case,  an 

a l l  whale  research -- yeah, I r e s t  on t ha t .  

MR. BROCK: Did  you say  that  you were i n  favor of 

t h i s  when  75 percent of t h e  whales  have  passed? 

MR. TAALAK: They have  passed. 

MR. BROCK: Yes ,  when they  pass. Okay. I j u s t  

wanted t o  make sure  I understood  that. 

MR. TAALAK: That was the  ear l ier   consensus we 

made w i t h  the  oi l   people ,   ourselves  and everybody. We 

were i n  agreement w i t h  t h a t .  

MR. BROCK: Okay.  Thank you, s i r .  
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1 

my l a n g u a g e   o n   t h i s .  (Repeat of s t a t e m e n t s   a n d   c o m m e n t s  2 

MR. TAALAK: I ' l l  g i v e  a s h o r t   i n t e r p r e t a t i o n   i n  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. Is t h e r e   a n y b o d y  else 4 1  

i n   I n u p i a t )  
3 1 

I 

I 
I 

' I  
5 t h a t   h a s  come i n   t h a t   h a s  not r e g i s t e r e d   t h a t   w o u l d  l i k e  a 

6 ! /  c h a n c e  t o  say   someth ing?  S i r ?  
I I  
/ I  MR. BROWER: My name is Arch ie   Brower ,  I'm a 
/ I  

8 / /  r e s i d e n t  of Kaktovik .  I w a s n ' t   g o i n g  t o  t e s t i f y   t o n i g h t  

9 i l  a f t e r  I l i s t e n e d  t o  what  people had  t o  s a y   t h i s   e v e n i n g .  
I 

I I  

' 0  / I  T h e r e ' s   o n e   t h i n g   t h a t   c o n c e r n s  me on t h e   r e s e a r c h   p r o g r a m  

1 ;  a n d   t h e   t a g g e d   w h a l e s   n o t   b e i n g  t a lked  a b o u t .  
I 

' I  
' 2  I T h e r e ' s  some f e e d i n g  a reas  between h e r e   a n d   t h e  

I .  ' I  
i /  

13 1 '  b o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   w h a l e s  feed on. And my c o n c e r n  i s  i f  

1 - 1  1 
15 1 1  t agged   wha le ,   f rom  wha t  I u n d e r s t a n d   p o s s i b l y  will be some 

t h e s e   r e s e a r c h   p r o g r a m s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e   m o n i t o r i n g   t h a t  

I whales away  from t h e i r   f e e d i n g  area.  1s 

1 t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  t o  b e   f e e d i n g   t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  t o  scare t h e  ! u  

I of t h e   w h a l e s .  And i f  t h e y   g e t   i n t o   t h e s e  a r eas  where  17 

16 s h i p s  or r e c o r d i n g s   t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e   p u t  o u t  i n   f r o n t  

I 

I 

I 
' I  

1 1  

I 

I 

I /  

T'c) i l  And t h e y   w o n ' t   b e   f e e d i n g  f o r  a l o n g  time u n t i l   t h e y  

2 :  g e t  t o   w h e r e   t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  t o  f e e d   i n   t h e  a r ea  c l o s e  t o  

2 2  / I  Barrow, from  what  I u n d e r s t a n d   t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h   h a s   b e e n  

? ?  1 1  done.  And f o r   t h i s  purpose, and   f rom w h a t  I h e a r   t h i s  

2.1 e v e n i n g ,  I'm n o t   i n   f a v o r  of t h i s   d r i l l i n g  a t  Erick r i g h t  

25 , I  now. The whales a r e   g o i n g  t o  b e   h u n g r y   i f   t h e y ' r e   n o t  

! I  

1 

/ i  

' I  

' I  

I .  

! /  
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1 

2 

3 

4 

i 
6 ,  5~ 

I 

f e e d i n g   a n d  i f  t h i s   p r o g r a m   g o e s   o n  i t  will scare t h e  

w h a l e s  away from t h e i r   f e e d i n g  area.  Thank  you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. Are you  ready  t o  t e s t i f y  

Mr. Brower ? 

(Mr. A r c h i e  Brower's S t a t e m e n t s   a n d  Comments T r a n s l a t e d  t o  

I n u p i a t  by Mr. Arnold  Brower,  J r . )  

MR. BROCK: What d i d   y o u   s a y ?  

MR. BROWER, J R .  : You a l r e a d y  know what  I said.  

+ il 
I '  I 

1 1  
I was j u s t  i n t e r p r e t i n g   w h a t   A r c h i e   b r o u g h t  up. 

' 0  ! MR. BROCK: Oh,  I'm s o r r y .  

MR. TUKLE: My name i s  P a t s y   T u k l e ,  from 

' ?  i N o o i k s u t .   ( S t a t e m e n t s   a n d   C o m m e n t s   i n   I n u p i a t )  

13 MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

(Mr. T u k l e ' s   S t a t e m e n t s   a n d  Comments T r a n s l a t e d  From 

l 5  I ,  1 I n u p i a t  t o  E n g l i s h )  

16 He'd l i k e  t o  g o  f a l l  h u n t i n g   f o r   t h e   w h a l e   t h i s   y e a r  

l 7  a s  done i n   t h e   p a s t .  And t h a t   h e   a n t i c i p a t e s   a n d  knows 

' 9  ! t o  t h e   h u n t i n g   a g a i n   i n   t h e  a rea  where   t hey   hun t  by 

20 

I s l a n d ,  2 l  

P rudhoe   Bay ,   and  sometimes e v e n  closer up t o  Flaxman 

t h a t   t h e   d r i l l i n g  may h a r a s s   a n d   h a v e   s i g n i f i c a n t  impact 

2 2  I The a c t i v i t y  of t h e   h e l i c o p t e r s   a n d   t h e   o t h e r  boa ts  

23 i n   t h e  a i r  v i c i n i t y  of t h e   d r i l l   s h i p   h a v e   c a u s e d  

2.1 s i g n i f i c a n t  impact i n   t h a t  whales t h a t  were s i g h t e d  
I 

2:  1 sometimes way s o u t h  of t h e   d r i l l  s i t e  a n d   t h e n  some way 
! I  
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f a r  n o r t h ,   b a r e l y   t h a t   y o u   c a n ' t   h a r d l y  see t h e   d r i l l   s h i p  

f rom  where   you '  re  s i g h t i n g   t h e  whales. And t h a t  poses a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  t h rea t .  

However, t h a t   h e   w o u l d   b e   h a p p y  when t h e   o p e r a t i o n s  

wou ld   be   c losed  down i n  g o o d   w e a t h e r   d a y s   s i n c e   w h a l i n g  i s  

done  on  good  weather   days.  B u t  o v e r a l l  h e  opposed  t h e  

d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y   d u r i n g   t h e   w h a l i n g   m i g r a t i o n .  

MR. BROCK: What was h i s  name? I m i s s e d  it. 

MR. BROWER, J R . :  Pa t sy   Tuk le .  

MR. BROCK: Okay. Is t h e r e   a n y b o d y  else t h a t  

d i d n ' t   r e g i s t e r   t h a t   w o u l d  l i k e  t o   t e s t i f y ?  S i r ?  

MR. L I N N ,  J R ,  : My name is A l f r e d  L i n n ,  Jr. 

MR. BROCK: A l f r e d  who? 

MR. L I N N ,  J R . :  A l f r e d  L i n n ,  Jr., I ' m  a son   of  a 

w h a l i n g   c a p t a i n .  And u n d e r   s u b s i s t e n c e   S e c t i o n  810 of t h e  

A l a s k a   N a t i o n a l   I n t e r e s t   L a n d   C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act -- what I ' m  

opposed  t o  is t h e   p r o p o s a l   o f   t h e   s t u d y  of t h e   w h a l e s  by 

-- t h e y '  re c o n t r a c t e d  by AMOCO. Now, i f   t h e y   s t u d y  the 

w h a l e  i t  will r e a l l y  -- w h i l e  we're w h a l i n g   a n d   t h e y ' r e  

d o i n g   t h e   s t u d y  it w i l l  r e a l l y   b e   v e r y  much -- c a n ' t   f i n d  

t h e  word. If t h e y ' r e   d o i n g  t h e  s t u d y   o f   t h e   w h a l e ,  

t h e y ' r e   f o l l o w i n g   t h e  whale, i t  will j u s t  mess up our 

w h a l i n g .  J u s t  l i k e  y e a r  we had a s h i p  t he re  w h e r e   w e ' r e  

w h a l i n g .  We had a s h i p   t h e r e .  I t  was Western   Anchorage  

s h i p ,   o u t  of  Anchorage. Here we are ,  we s i g h t e d  a whale,  
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now t h a t   v e r y   s h i p  was t h e   o n e   t h a t   m e s s e d  up our wha l ing .  

After we s g h i t e d   t h e   w h a l e   t h a t   s h i p  was w i t h i n   t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of ou r   wha l ing .   Tha t  was v e r y  -- I would   say  

t h a t  was n o t  so very   good.  That's why I ' m  v e r y  opposed t o  

e v e n   t h e   s t u d y  of t h e   w h a l e .  Why s h o u l d   y o u  people s t u d y  

t h e   w h a l e s   d u r i n g   o u r   w h a l i n g   s e a s o n ?  

Al though AMOCO s a y   t h e y   w a n t  t o  s t u d y   t h e   w h a l e s  

w h i l e  we're whaling.  They  want t o  pu t  c o m m u n i c a t o r s   i n  

t h o s e   s h i p s   w i t h  us. Now I would s a y   t h e y ' r e   t r y i n g  t o  

appease u s .  You know you  say ,   okay ,  we ' l l  pu t  you   guys   on  

t h e   s h i p .  We' 11 pu t  some of  you g u y s   o n   t h e   s h i p  t o  w o r k .  

You know, we'll pay you g u y s  t o  work. Sure ,  I would see 

t h i s  a s  an appeasement  t o  o u r   f e a r s  of i n t e r r u p t i n g  our 

w h a l i n g .  

T h a t ' s   n o t   r i g h t .  We, a s  I n u p i a q ,   h a v e  a r i g h t  t o  

o u r   s u b s i s t e n c e   a n d  I w o u l d   s a y   t h a t   e v e n   t h e   s t u d i e s  of 

t h e   w h a l e  -- I'm even   opposed  t o  t h e   s t u d i e s  of t h e   w h a l e .  

Because t h a t  w i l l  b e   i n t e r r u p t i n g  our wha l ing .  I t ' s  n o t  

r i g h t .  I'm v e r y  opposed t o  e v e n   t h e   w a i v e r  of -- e v e n   t h e  

waiver of t h i s  -- I would  ask t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t   n o t  

t o  w a i v e   s t i p u l a t i o n  number f o u r .  

S t i p u l a t i o n  number f o u r  is -- you know, I would s a y  

t h a t   t h e  people t h a t   d o e s   t h i s  i s  -- i t ' s  wrong. A s  t h e  

l e t t e r  s t a t e d ,   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   a s s e s s m e n t   u n d e r   t h e  

N a t i o n a l   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P o l i c y  Act, i t ' s  s t a t e d   t h e r e   a n  
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a n a l y s i s  of t h e  poss ib l e   e f f ec t s  on subs i s t ence   ac t iv i t i e s  

under Sect ion 810 of ANILCA, a s  compared w i t h  standards 

used to  determine  environmental   effects under NEPA, t he  

thresholds  used under ANILCA are  extremely low. A s  a 

consequence we f i n d  that   approval  of t h e  one-time 

exception of s t i p u l a t i o n  number four  for  only t h e  Erick 

prospect may s igni f icant ly   res t r ic t   subs is tence   uses .  

That means u s .  I t  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  u s  from whaling.  That's 

why I ' m  very much opposed t o  your  waiver. Thank you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank you. 

(Mr. L i n n ,  J r . ' s   S ta tements  and Comments Trans la ted   to  

Inupiat  by Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r . )  

MR. BROCK: Is the re  anyone e l s e   t h a t  would -- 
MR. BROWER, J R .  : Can we have a break? 

MR. BROCK: Oh, okay. I 've  got  about 9: 20. 

Let ' s   take  about  a 15 m i n u t e  break. 

(Off  Record) 

MR. BROCK: S i r ?  

MR. PHILO: My name i s  M i k e  Philo,  P-h-i-l-o. 

And I work for t h e  Department of W i l d l i f e  Management i n  

Barrow. I j u s t  want t o  b r i n g  together  two comments t h a t  

I 've  heard  other  people make e a r l i e r  t h i s  evening. 

Dr. Albert  has  mentioned  about  the  proposed s t u d y  i n  

t h e  lease  area.  And I want t o  emphasize  again  about how 

that  study  has been  approved by Minerals Management 

AURORA COURT REPORTING 
329  F S t r e e t ,   S u i t e  206 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 

(907) 276-4188 

. I-. 

~~ 

~~ 

I 

C 



-42 -  

Service  without   the  r igorous  scient i f ic   review  that  such  

proposals  should  have. And I t h i n k  the  danger is  t h a t  i f  

t h i s  goes by t h i s  year  then n e x t  year  other  oil  companies 

w i l l  a l s o  be present ing t h e  same type of plan. And I j u s t  

don ' t  t h i n k  t he re ' s   go ing   t o  be such a t h i n g  a s  a one-time 

waiver.  That i t  will set  a dangerous  precedent  that i s  

going t o  cause  trouble i n  y e a r s   t o  come. 

MR. BROCK: Now a re  you w i t h  the North  Slope 

Borough or t he   S t a t e?  

MR. PHILO: The Borough. 

MR. BROCK: The Borough,  okay. Thank you. 

(Mr. Mike Phi lo 's   Statements  and Comments Translated  to  

Inupiat  by Mr. Arnold  Brower, Jr.) 

MR. BROCK: Did you want t o   t e s t i f y ,  sir? Is 

t h e r e  anybody e l s e   t h a t  would l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y   t h a t   h a s n ' t ?  

Do you want t o   t e s t i f y  Mr. Brower? 

MR. BROWER, J R .  : I guess I d o n ' t  have t o  move? 

MR. BROCK: No, you can   tes t i fy  from r ight   there .  

You d o n ' t  have t o  g e t  up and  walk  around the  table .  

MR. BROWER: F i r s t  of a l l  I ' d  l i ke   t o ,   fo r   t he  

r eco rd ,   s t a t e  my name, Arnold  Brower, J r .  I ' m  Chairman of 

t he  Alaska E s k i m o  Whaling Commission. That,  for the 

record ,   tha t  we w i l l  submit a wr i t t en  comment to  Minerals 

Management a s  indicated i n  t h e  p r in tou t   t ha t  was handed 

out  here. 
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And b r i e f l y  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o   g o   o v e r  some  th ings .  

And so f a r  t h a t  I s u p p o r t  a l l  t h e   v e r b a l   t e s t i m o n y   g i v e n  

a t  t h i s   m e e t i n g   e x c e p t  fo r  t h e   t e s t i m o n y   g i v e n  by t h e  

AMOCO r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  My r e a s o n s   a r e   f r o m  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  

s t a n d p o i n t .  

The Alaska Eskimo  Whaling  Commission  has   been 

s u p p r e s s e d   i n t o  a q u o t a   s y s t e m   a n d   h a s   d e v e l o p e d  a 

management  plan of Bowheads i n  a l l  f a c e t s  of Bowhead 

a c t i v i t y .  The number one   conce rn  i s  i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  how 

many whales a r e  t h e r e ;   i f  so, i f  a number i s  there  f o r  t h e  

min ima l   amoun t   t ha t  we found   4 ,417   f rom  the  l a s t  coun t .  

How c a n  w e  b e s t  keep them from d e c l i n i n g   a n d   e n j o y  t h e  

r e s o u r c e .  

We m u s t  be aware of i t s  h e a l t h ,   f o o d ,   s i z e ,  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  AEWC q u o t a ,   a n d   a n y   r e s e a r c h  t o  it. We 

know of  two f e e d i n g  a reas  i n  t h e  Alaska B e a u f o r t  Sea. One 

a r o u n d   K a k t o v i k   a n d   a n o t h e r   j u s t  e a s t  of   Poin t   Bar row.  

T h e s e   h a v e   b e e n   i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e   s c i e n t i f i c  community a t  

l eas t  w i t h i n   t h e  N o r t h  Slope  Borough.  

The   envi ronmenta l   impact  statement s h o u l d   h a v e  

c o v e r e d  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t   i m p a c t s   a n d  I q u e s t i o n  t h e  s o u r c e  

o f   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impact statement s u b m i t t e d  t o  MMS. I 

f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t   t h a t   s h o u l d n ' t   t h e  -- t h o s e   k i n d  of 

a c t i v i t i e s   s h o u l d   n o t   h a r a s s   p e o p l e   t r y i n g   t o   f i n d   f o o d  

f o r   t h e i r   w i n t e r   s u p p l y .  And i t ' s  a h a r d s h i p   w h e n   o t h e r  
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a c t i v i t y   p r e v e n t s   t h e   E s k i m o   f r o m   s u b s i s t e n c e .  

So I wou ld   submi t  t o  MMS, o r   t h i s   a g e n c y  t h a t ' s  

h a v i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g ,   t o   s u b m i t   i n   t h e i r   d e l i b e r a t i o n s   n o t  

t o  permit d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   s u b s i s t e n c e   h u n t i n g .  Enough  of 

h e a r i n g s  a r e  h a r v e s t e d  by MMS i n  t h e  s ta te  of Alaska t o  

s u b s t a n t i a t e   o u r   o p p o s i t i o n   t o   d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y .  

I f e e l   t h a t  we a r e  b a c k e d   t o  a c o r n e r   w i t h   n o t h i n g   t o  

d e f e n d   o u r s e l v e s ,   w i t h   e x c e p t  maybe a o n e - s i d e d   j u d i c i a l  

s y s t e m   t h a t   w a n t s  u s  t o  b a r g a i n  fo r  a l t e r n a t e   d e c i s i o n s .  

From what  I j u s t  w i t n e s s e d   h e r e   t h i s   e v e n i n g  I b e l i e v e  and 

s e n s e   a n   i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t  t o   d e c i d e   o n   t h e  basis t h a t  MMS 

d i d .  

We r e s p e c t f u l l y   s u b m i t  t o  you t o   a d h e r e  t o  t h e  

r e s i d e n t s   o f   N o o i k s u t   a n d   K a k t o v i k ' s   t e s t i m o n i e s   a n d   n o t  

w a i v e   t h e   s t i p u l a t i o n s   a n d   a l l o w   N a t i v e s   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  

r i g h t .   S u b s i s t e n c e ,   i f   y o u   d e f i n e  i t ,  is l i q u i d i t y   i n  

l i f e .  F o r   i n s t a n c e  a human c a n n o t   l i v e   w i t h o u t  i t s  

o r g a n s ,   l i v e r ,   k i d n e y ,   h e a r t .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  

t h e  E s k i m o  c u l t u r e .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  An i n t e g r a l  

p a r t   o f  a way of l i f e .  And t h i s  is  what  we a re  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t .  

And I would l i k e ,  f o r   t h e   r e c o r d ,   t o   s a y   a g a i n   t h a t  

w i t h   p r o p e r   r a t i o n a l e ,   w i t h   p r o p e r  EIS, w i t h   p r o p e r  

r e c o r d i n g ,   w i t h   p r o p e r   d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,   s c i e n t i f i c   a n d  known 

t h i n g s ,   p r o p e r   p r e s e n t a t i o n   t o  MMS s h o u l d  be d o n e   b e f o r e  
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making a n a l y s i s  or making dec i s ions   t o   a l l ow  d r i l l i ng  

during  subsis tence h u n t i n g ,  especial ly   near  a feeding 

h a b i t a t  zone. 

(Mr. Arnold  Brower, J r .   Trans la tes  h i s  Statements and 

Comments t o   I n u p i a t )  

MR. BROCK: Thank you. Anybody e l se  have any 

comments? Mr. Mayor, d i d  you want t o  make t h e   l a s t  

comment? 

MR. AHLERS: Yes, s i r .  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  make 

a quick  statement. I would l i ke   t he   r eco rd   t o  show t h a t  

not one person who is  a res ident  of the North  Slope  has 

given  testimony  approving of the l i f t i n g  of s t i p u l a t i o n  

number four.  

If t h e  Minerals Management Service  does  grant t h i s  

request,   then i t  seems t o  me l i k e  i t ' s  another blow t o  the  

process of these  people  protecting  what 's   r ightfully 

t h e i r  s. 

The people who are   going  to  be most a f f e c t e d   a r e  them 

and they  should  have  the  final  say. I hope tha t   t he  

Minerals Management Service will t ake   t ha t   i n to   g rea t  

considerat ion when they make the i r   dec is ion .  

F ina l ly ,  I would l i k e  t o  thank t h e  Minerals Management 

Service  for  al lowing u s  t h e  opportunity  to  voice our 

opinions and give comments. Thank you very much. 

(Mr. Loren Ahlers'   Statements and Comments Translated t o  
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Inupia t  by Mr. Arnold  Brower,  J r .  ) 

MR. BROCK: I ,  too ,   wou ld  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  -- 
MR. BROWER, J R . :  I f  I migh t  maybe  add  one  more 

comment t o  my t e s t i m o n y ,  my v e r b a l   t e s t i m o n y ?  

MR. BROCK: Okay,   go  ahead,  

MR, BROWER, J R . :  I want  t o  s p e a k   b r i e f l y  on t h e  

r e s e a r c h .  From w h a t   I ' v e   a l r e a d y   a n a l y z e d   o n  t h e  

r e s e a r c h ,   h a b i t u a t i o n ,   n o i s e   s t u d i e s .  All y o u   h a v e   t o   d o  

i s  ask t h e  Alaska Esk imo   Wha l ing   Commiss ion   o f f i ce   and  we 

will g i v e   y o u   p r e c i s e l y   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   t h a t   y o u   n e e d   o n  

t h e   k i n d   o f   n o i s e  -- 
( P o r t i o n   o f   t e s t i m o n y   m i s s i n g   d u e   t o   t a p e   c h a n g e )  

I w a n t   t o   s t r e s s   t h e   w e i g h t  of t h e  permit t h a t  you 

i s s u e d .  Is t o o   l i g h t   t o   w a i v e  t h e  permit t o   w a i v e   t h e  

s t i p u l a t i o n .  The b e n e f i t s   y o u   w a n t   t o   r e c e i v e   f r o m  it ,  

t h e   k n o w l e d g e   y o u   w a n t   t o   r e c e i v e   f r o m  i t  i s  too l i g h t .  

I ' m  n o t   s a y i n g   t h a t   y o u   s h o u l d   g o   a h e a d   a n d  make i t  

h e a v i e r ,   b u t   f o r   t h e   i n t e n t  of t h e   p r o g r a m  I f e e l  i t ' s  

j u s t  a sham, a r amrod   dea l .  

MR. BROCK: I m i s s e d  w h a t  y o u   s a i d  by w h a t  was 

t o o   l i g h t ?  

MR. BROWER, J R . :  T h e  w e i g h t .  The n o i s e  

h a b i t u a t i o n   s t u d i e s .  

MR. BROCK: Oh, okay ,  t h e  s t u d i e s .   D i d   y o u  w a n t  

t o  say someth ing  Mr. Soloman? 
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MR. SOLOMAN: Yes. (STATEMENT  IN INUPIAT) I 

1 (Translat ion of Mr. Soloman's Statement  to E n g l i s h  by Mr. I 

Brower , Jr. 1 

My prices   are   cont inual ly   going up. 1 

MR. BROWER, J R .  : Maybe, Nolan, you can be t t e r  

address  your  speech i n  E n g l i s h .  

MR. SOLOMAN: My las t   s ta tement  was t h a t  I -- 
MR. BROCK: Would you come  up c loser   to   the  

microphone so we can  hear you. Because the  people m i g h t  

want t o  be ab le  t o  g e t  t h a t   l a s t  part. 

I 
\ 

MR. SOLOMAN: The las t   s ta tement  I made, I want 

t o  thank  everybody t h a t  comes up here,   especially  the 

v i l l a g e r s .  And a l s o  I want t o  thank t h e  people from 

Alaska,  especially from AMOCO, and  from Minerals 

Management. And we  know we've  been  working  together, 

p a s t ,   a l l  t h i s  winter  together  here and a l s o  over  the o i l  

company. 

For me, i t ' s  hard  for me t o  see t h a t  when you make 

s ta tements ,   oral  or wr i t ten   s ta tements ,   tha t  you only  use 

j u s t  a l i g h t  portion of it. And then j u s t  t o  show t h a t  

map t h a t  you g u y s  drawed up here,  i t  j u s t  shows j u s t  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  of it. And t r y i n g  t o  use tha t   aga ins t  u s ,  and 

I ' m  going t o  be assured  that   we're  going  to  get  a copy. 

The North  Slope Borough i s  going t o  make a copy, and a l s o  

f o r  the  record f o r  the AEWC o f f i c e .  And t h i s ,  too,  we 
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will be   u s ing .  I t ' s  up t o  d a t e   a n d  i t ' s  f o r   t h e   r e c o r d ,  

f o r   K a k t o v i k .  And I f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n   t h a t  I t h i n k  

N o o i k s u t   h a d   n e v e r   f i n i s h e d   t h e i r s  so p r o b a b l y  Nooiksut 

w i l l  f i n i s h   t h e i r s  a l so .  And, aga in ,   t hank   you .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. And I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  

e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  we'd c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  t o  g e t   t h a t   a n d  t o  be 

a b l e  t o  use i t  on t h i s  b e f o r e   J u l y   t h e   7 t h .  So I ' d  hope 

t h a t  y o u   c a n   g e t   t h a t  map t o  u s  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  one   o f   t he  

.7 i ; 
i I  

' 5  / ,  

/ I  
r e a s o n s   w e ' r e   h e r e  is t o  g e t   t h a t   k i n d  of i n f o r m a t i o n .  

, And I would l i k e  t o  t h a n k   y o u   f o r   t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y  of 

" b e i n g   h e r e .  I t h i n k   t h i s  i s  my f o u r t h  t r i p  back t o  

' ?  i '  Kaktovik   and  I a l w a y s   e n j o y  it. I n e v e r   g e t  t o  s t a y   l o n g  
i '  
I '  

i 2  i i  enough.  B u t  thank   you  much f o r   h a v i n g  u s ,  and we ' l l  b e   i n  

! 4  1 '  t ouch .  
I 

And  now I ' d  l i k e  t o  o p e n   t h i s  -- t o  go o f f   t h e   r e c o r d  

and  w e  w i l l  a n s w e r   a n y   q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you may have. 

MR. BROWER, J R . :  I t h i n k   I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t   o u t  

o n e   t h i n g .  I hope  when y o u  g o   o u t s i d e   t h a t   y o u  w i l l  look 

a t  t h e   a g r i c u l t u r a l   a n d   t h e   p a s t u r e   o u t s i d e   a n d  see i f  you 

c a n   f i n d   a n y   p a s t u r e ,   a n d   c o w s   f e e d i n g ,   a n d   v e g e t a b l e s  

growing .  

MR. BROCK: Okay.  

MR. BROWER, J R .  : And maybe  remember  those.  

MR. BROCK: I'll be  sure  and  check.  Thank  you. 
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