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FEDERAL/STATE BEAUFORT SEA PROPOSED OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE 

Hearing h e l do nJ u n e  4 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  a t  theNor thS lopeBorough  

Assembly Room, Barrow, A l a s k ar e g a r d i n g  J o i n t  F e d e r a l / S t a t e  

B e a u f o r tS e ap r o p o s e d  o i l  a n dg a s  lease sale.  Thehea r ing  com­

menced a t  7:45 p.m. a n da d j o u r n e d  a t  4:OO a.m., J u n e  5 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

The a t t a c h e d  i s  a v e r b a t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  sa id  h e a r i n g .  
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MR. HENRY NOLDAN, Chairman U . S .  Depar tmenttheof  In te r io t  
Bureauof  Land Management 
Washington,  D.C .  

MR. HOYLE HAMILTON 	 O i l  and  Gas Commission 
Anchorage ,Alaska  

MR. DAVE PAGE 	 U.S.  Department  of t h e  Intertior 
O f f i c e  of Ene rgyandMinera l s  
Washington,  D.C.  

MS LENNIE BOSTON 	 Depar tmen to fNa tu ra lResources  
O f f i c e  of theCommiss ione r  
Juneau ,Alaska  

Department  of N a t u r a l  Resources  

Anchorage ,Alaska  


S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  S e c r e t a r y  

o fI n t e r i o r  

Anchorage ,Alaska  


MS MOLLY PETERSON 
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- P R O C E E D I N G S  

HENRY NOLDAN, Cha i rmanpres id ing :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s tar t  t h e  

h e a r i n g  now. My name i s  HenryNoldan. I ' m  from t h e  Department  

of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,B u r e a u  of LandManagement i n  Washington, D.C.  

I ' v eb e e na s k e d  t o  chair  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h i s  even ing .  A t  t h i s  

time, I ' d  l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  o t h e rp a n e l  members. The Gentleman 

on my l e f t ,p e r h a p sy o u  know, i s  Tom Cook r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  

o fA l a s k a ,D e p a r t m e n to fN a t u r a lR e s o u r c e s .N e x tt o  Tom i s  

J e r r y  G i l l i l e n d ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r yo ft h eI n t e r i o r  

here i nA l a s k a .N e x t  t o  J e r r y  i s  HoyleHamilton,from the Sta te  

of Alaska ,  O i l  and G a s  Commission.NexttoHoyle i s  DavidPage, 

Department  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,E n e r g ya n dM i n e r a l s .  H e  a l s o  is­

fromWashington, D . C . .  And f i n a l l y ,  t h e  l a d y  on t h e  l e f t  i s  

L e n n i eB o s t o n ,S p e c i a lA s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  CommissionerofNatural  

Resourcesfrom here i nA l a s k a .  We have come t o  t h e  North S lope  

t o  hearwhatyouhave  t o  s a ya b o u tt h ep r o p o s e ds a l ei n  t h e  

B e a u f o r tS e aa n dt h e  EIS which t h e  BLM a n dt h e  State haveprepa red  

N o  d e c i s i o n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  made a b o u t  whether t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  

FederalGovernment  w i l l  goahead w i t h  t h e  sale. We a l l  know 

t h a t  in a. f ew.  months,  t h e  Governorand t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

Interiorwill have t o  makeup t h e i rm i n d sa n dd e c i d e ,o n e  way 
r . _  . : .  . 

or t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  t o  w h e t h e rt h e r es h o u l db e  a sale. Thereason 

w e  are h e a r  i s  because  w e  want t o  make you a p a r t  o fm a k i n g  

t h a t  d e c i s i o n  b y  t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  t o n i g h t ;  a n d  w e  w i l l  make sure  

t h a t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o ug i v eu s  w i l l  g e t  t o  theGovernor  
/-
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7 a n d  g e t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r  b e f o r e  t h e y  makeup t h e i r  

minds  on the .  sale d e c i s i o n .  Here i s  how w e  w i l l  h o l dt h i sh e a r i n g  

Anyone who wants  t o  t e s t i f yc a n  do so. By t h e  way, I do have 

a l i s t  of t h o s ea l r e a d yt h a th a v es i g n e du p ,b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  

t h e r e  w i l l  b eo t h e r st h a t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  a n d  o n c e  I run  

t h r o u g h  t h i s  l i s t  ofnames, I p robab ly  w i l l  askyou t o  s t a n d ,  

i f  y o uw o u l d ,a n dc o m ef o r w a r da n dt e s t i f y .I fy o ut e s t i f y  

i nE n g l i s h ,p l e a s eg i v eu sy o u r  name f i r s t ,  pe rhapsyoucou ld  

s p e l l  i t  f o ru st o o .E v e r y t h i n gy o us a y  w i l l  go d i r e c t l y  i n t o  

t h er e c o r d .I fy o uw o u l dl i k e  t o  t e s t i f yi nI n u p i a t ,e v e r y t h i n g  

yousay w i l l  s t i l l  g o  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  b u t  it w i l l  t a k e  a b i t  

o fe x t r a  workonourpa r t .  Here's how w e  w i l l  h a n d l et h eI n u p i a t  

t e s t imony .  You w i l l  g e t  upand t e l l  usyourname,thenyou 

w i l l  saywhatyouhave t o  s a yi nI n u p i a t .  We w i l l  n o ti n t e r r u p t  

youwhileyou are t a l k i n g .  We w i l l  r e c o r de v e r y t h i n gy o us a y  

andmake s u r e  it g o e si n t ot h er e c o r d .  A f t e r  w e  g ob a c kt o  

Anchorage,  w e  w i l l  have a t r a n s l a t o r ,a n dp e r h a p sy o u  know Mol ly ,  

a n d  o t h e r s  w i l l  workon t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s l a t e  it i n t o  

E n g l i s hf o ro u ru s e .  We w i l l  a l s ou s ey o u rt e s t i m o n y  when w e  

rewrite t h e  E I S .  A s  youknow, i t ' s  o n l y  a D r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Impact s t a t e m e n t  n o w ,  a n d  w e  mus t  correct t h a t  d r a f t  a n d  make 
. .  . 

a f i n a i  s t a t e m e n t  o u t  o f  it, w i t ht h eh e l p  of yourt e s t imony .  

Yourt e s t imonyhereton igh t ,obv ious ly ,  i s  v e r yi m p o r t a n tt o  

usand  i t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  i m p r o v et h i s  E I S .  And, o fc o u r s e ,a s  

I said ear l ier ,  it w i l l  h e l p  u s  b r i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  
7 
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,--

d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  a n d  t h a t  w i l l  b et h eG o v e r n o ra n dt h eS e c r e t a r y  

of I n t e r i o r - I t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l yh e l pu sd e c i d ew h a t  t o  d oi n  

t h eB e a u f o r t  Sea. A t  t h ec o n c l u s i o no ft h ep r e s e n t a t i o no f  

e a c ho ft h et e s t i m o n y ,t h e  memberso fthehea r ingpane l  may 

askyou some q u e s t i o n sa n d  t h e  r e a s o n  w e  do t h a t  i s  j u s t  t o  

c l a r i f y  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  so t h a t  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  it b e t t e r  as  it 

g o e si n t ot h er e c o r d .  We are h e r e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  you a s  a h e a r i n g s  

p a n e la n dt h a t ' s  a l l  we're h e r ef o r .  We're r e a l l yn o th e r e  

t o  g e ti n t ol e n g t h yd i s c u s s i o n sw i t ha n y o n eh e r e .  Our j o b  i s  

t o  g e t  a l l  t h et e s t i m o n y  w e  c a nf r o my o up e o p l e ,i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  

so t h a t  it c a n  g o  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a n d  be u s e d  i n  o u r  o f f i c e s  

inWash ing tonandinJuneau .  We may askyou t o  watchyour  time, 

b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w i l l  be no  p r o b l e mf o ru s .  And a t  t h a t ,  I 

w i l l  c o n c l u d et h es t a t e m e n ta n da s kM o l l y  t o  summarize what 

I j u s t  sa id  i nI n u p i a t  a n df o l l o w i n gt h a t ,  I w i l l  asktwo of 

t h e  members o f  t h e  p a n e l  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  map you see back here, 

which i s  t h eo u t l i n eo ft h ep r o p o s e d  sale  area. T h a t  may h e l p  

a l l  o f  u s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  area t h a t  we're t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  

Thank Molly?you. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,Molly.  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I’ll a s kR o b e r t  

Brock, who r e p r e s e n t s  B L M ' s  OCS o f f i c e  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  

t h e  map a n d  h e  w i l l  b e  assisted by Tom C o o k ,f r o mt h eS t a t e .  

TOM COOK: Do youwant m e  t o  i d e n t i f y  it h e r e  o nt h i s  map? 

( M r .  Cook i s  i n d i c a t i n g  a large wall map o fS t a t eo f  
A laska .  ) 
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CHAIRMAN: F i n e .  

TOM COOK: The sale area u n d e rc o n s i d e r a t i o ne x t e n d so n  

t h e  eas t  from t h e  S t a i n e s  R i v e r  o r  Cann ingRive r ,  westward p a s t  

PrudhoeBay t o  t h e  R e t u r nI s l a n d s  a n da p p r o x i m a t e l yi n  t h i s  

area r i g h t  here, j u s t  west of PrudhoeBay. I t  wouldbe a d i s t a n c e  

a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n ef r o m  here t o  h e r e .  

BOB BROCK: So, on t h i s  map, t h i s  i s  t h e  f a r  ea s t  p o r t i o n  

of t h e  sale  area a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  f a r  west p o r t i o n  which Tom 

p o i n t e do u t .  I t  would be r i g h t  t o  t h e  west of PrudhoeBay. 

The area you see c o l o r e di nb l u e  i s  t h e  State., u n c o n t e s t e d  S ta te  

owned p r o p e r t y .T h a t  i s  a l l  S t a t e  owned. And the area t h a t ' s  

i ny e l l o w ,t h i sf r i n g ea l o n g  t h i s  side, i s  a l l  t h e  u n c o n t e s t e d  

F e d e r a l  area.  The area i n  red i s  t h e  area t h a t  b o t ht h e  Federal  

Governmentandthe S t a t e  b e l i e v e  t h e y  own and  it w i l l  p r o b a b l y  

take a C o u r td e c i s i o n  t oa c t u a l l yd e t e r m i n e  t h eo w n e r s h i p ,  b u t  

i t ' s  a l l  i n  t h e  sale  area.  The Barrier I s l a n d s ,y o uc a n ' t  see 

them f rom back  there, b u t  t h e y ' r e  r i g h t  down t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  

b l u e  area. So t h a t  means t he  S ta te  owns three miles onboth  

s i d e sa n dt h a t ' st h e  area you see. From here o u t  i s  seaward 

of t h eB a r r i e rI s l a n d s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  area inbe tween t h e  Barr ier  

Islands-and t h e  s h o r e l i n e .  E a c h  o n e ,  j u s t  t o  give youan idea ,  

from t h i s  point r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e  is approx ima t  

t h r e e  miles. So it g i v e sy o ua n  idea of w a s . . t h e  s i z e  of t h e  

map i s .  I t ' s  abou tonehundred  miles f r o mh e r e  t o  here and  

it g o e s  o f f  shore f rom t h e  Barrier I s l a n d s  a t  t h e  v e r y  maximum, 
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. six-miles is out.t o  t h e  v e r y  p o i n t s  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s .  T h a t ' s  seaward 

of t h e  Bar r ie r  I s l a n d s .  

DON LONG: S i r ,  I have a q u e s t i o n .  T h es t a t e m e n tt h a t  you 

j u s t  made,uh, i s  it go ing  t o  b ei n t e r p r e t e d ?  O r  t h eq u e s t i o n s  

t o  you w i l l  b ei n t e r p r e t e di nE s k i m o ,y o u  know, w e  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  

g e t  t h a t .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

BOB BROCK: Okay? 

INTERPRETER: You want  m e  t o  e x p l a i n  ... 
BOB BROCK: Yeah ,exp la in  wha t  I j u s ts a i dh e r e .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

BOB BROCK: The f a rw e s t e r np o i n t ,F l a x m a nI s l a n d ' sr i g h t  

h e r e .T h i s  i s  theSimpsonLagoonareawhich was o m i t t e d  from 

t h e  s a l ea r e a ,t h ep r o p o s e d  sale  area,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h e  

t r ac t s  were s e l e c t e d .  You m i g h tj u s ta d dt h a t  s o . . .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

BOB BROCK: Thankyou. 

CHAIRMAN: A t  t h i s  time, I w i l l  b e g i nc a l l i n g  t h e  names 

of t h o s et h a th a v es i g n e du p  t o  t e s t i f y .  First, EbenHopson, 

Nor th  SlopeBorough. Please. 

EBEN HOPSON: I thoughtyou were g o i n gt or e a dt h e  l i s t  

down. 

CHAIRMAN: N o .  

EBEN HOPSON: Okay. M r .  Chairman, l e t  m e  e x p l a i nf o r  a 

moment.The c o t t o n  b a l l  on my e y eg l a s s e s ,  I ' m  s t i l l  n u r s i n g  
--. 
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. a s u r g i c a l  wound, j u s t  l a s t  weekdoneon my e y e .T h a t ' s  why 

I ' m  p r o t e c t i n g  it f r o mt h ew e i g h to f  my e y e g l a s s e s .  Anyway ... 
I have  a v e r ys h o r tt e s t i m o n y  I w i l l  r e a da n du h ,  I know t h a t  

everybody e lse  i s  g o i n gt ow a n t  some time t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  own 

t e s t i m o n y .  Good e v e n i n g ,  M r .  Chairman. A s  Mayor of t h eN o r t h  

SlopeBorough,  I welcomeyouheretonight  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e s e  f i n a l  

p u b l i ch e a r i n g so nt h eD r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n t  

o nt h eB e a u f o r t  Sea sale .  Responding t o  t h eS t a t e ' so f fs h o r e  

lease sale  s c h e d u l ec i r c u l a t e d  l a s t  f a l l ,  t h e  Boroughasked 

t h a tt h ej o i n t  sa le  b ed e l a y e do rc a n c e l l e d .T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  

i n  t h e  D r a f t  E I S  be fo reyou  t o  c a u s e  u s  t o  c h a n g e  o u r  s t a n d .  

I n  f a c t ,  w e  r e g a r dt h eE I St ob ei n a d e q u a t e ;  t o  b ey e ta n o t h e r  

r e a s o nt od e l a yt h e  sale. I a m  p e r s o n a l l ya g a i n s ta n y  Arct ic  
~ 

o f f  s h o r e  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time b e c a u s et h e y  are t e c h n i c a l l y  

p rema tu re ,economica l lyunnecessa ry .Thejo in t  sa le  s c h e d u l e  

i s  n o ti nt h eN a t i o n a li n t e r e s t .  The sa le  i s ,  i nf a c t ,a g a i n s t  

t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of A l a s k aa n dt h eU n i t e dS t a t e s .S i n c e  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h eN o r t hS l o p ei n  1 9 7 2 ,  I havehad t o  s t r u g g l e  

t o  d e f e n d  o u r  home r u l e  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  t h e  u n r e l e n t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

and  legal a t t a c k s  of t h eP r u d h o e  Bay o i l  a n d  g a s  o p e r a t o r s .  

A t  t h e  same time, w e  haveworked t o  g a i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e s p e c t  

of t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y ,t h eS t a t eo fA l a s k a ,a n dt h eF e d e r a lG o v e r n ­

m e n t ,a n dw i nt h e i rc o o p e r a t i o nw i t ho u r  work t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  

homelandfromenvironmentalharmand damage. When I became 

Mayor, I swore t o  u p h o l dt h e  laws of t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska ,and  

--_ 
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I havetaken  my o a t ho fo f f i c es e r i o u s l y .  I h a v et r i e d  t o  b a l a n c e  

t h e  n e e d s  of our  Prudhoe Bay t a x p a y e r s  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t s  of o u r  

c i t i z e n s .  I haveben tove rbackwards  t o  b ef a i r ,o p e n ,a n d  

h o n e s t  w i t h  a l l  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  of 

Arctic o f fs h o r el e a s i n ga n do p e r a t i o n s .  We a c k n o w l e d g et h i s  

q u e s t i o n  t o  be  of i m p o r t a n tN a t i o n a li n t e r e s t .  My s t a f f  and 

I havegone t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  l e a r na b o u to f fs h o r eo i la n d  

g a so p e r a t i o n sh e r ea n d  elsewhere t h r o u g h o u tt h ew o r l d .  We 

h a v e  p r o v i d e d  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  A l a s k a ' s  

C o a s t a l  ManagementProgram,and w e  are i n  p r o c e s s  of deve lop ing  

o u r  own District  C o a s t a l  Management P l a na n dl e g a lr e g i m e .  We 

haveconducted a N a t i o n a la n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a lp u b l i ce d u c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m  t o  b r i n g  w o r l d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r i s k s  o f  Arctic o f f  

s h o r eo p e r a t i o n s .  We h a v ec o o p e r a t e dc l o s e l y  w i t h  t h eF e d e r a l  

O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a lS h e l fE n v i r o n m e n t a l  Assessment  Program t o  

which w e  h a v eg i v e nm o n e t a r y ,p r o f e s s i o n a la n dp o l i t i c a ls u p p o r t  

I evensecured  my p a r t y ' sC o n g r e s s i o n a ln o m i n a t i o ni n  1 9 7 6  t o  

usethecampa ign  t o  P r o m o t eA r c t i co f fs h o r ee n v i r o n m e n t a ls a f e t y .  

I n  s h o r t ,  w e  h a v eg o n eo u t  of o u r  way t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  

a n dF e d e r a l .p r e p a r a t i o n sf o r  t h e  j o i n t  sale. But  how h a s  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a l l  

t h e s eq u e s t i o n s ?  Number o n e ,i n  1 9 7 6  t h eC o r p s  of e n g i n e e r s  

i s s u e d  a p e r m i t  f o r  U n i o n  O i l ' s  Eas t  H a r r i s o n  Bay w i l d c a t  a f t e r  

w e  a s k e dt h e mn o tt od o  so. Number t w o ,  1 9 7 6  t h e  S t a t e  Department  

o fN a t u r a lR e s o u r c e sa n dt h eC o r po fe n g i n e e r sb y p a s s e dt h e  
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Borough and the villages completely to issuea permit for Exxon's 


Duck Island wildcat. Number three, in 1977 the U.S. Department 


of Commerce discloseda quiet conspiracy touse unsubstantiated 


allegations of over hunting to manipulate the International 


Whaling Commission to ban our Bowhead Whaling. Blaming the 


Nixon Administration, Commerce then joined the State Department 


and the Justice Department against the InteriorDepartment to 


defend international jurisdictionover our whaling before the 


U.S. Supreme Court. Number four, in 1978, the Department of 


Commerce issued subsistence Bowheadregulations without using 


due process afforded tous by the Marine MammalProtection Act 


and Endangered Species Act. Number five, in 1978, disregarding 


all agreements to keep the Point Thompson area from the joint 


lease sale; ignoringall the advice of the Borough and the Arctic 


environmental scientists; and with no previous public notice 


or discussion, Governor Hammond announced the
State's Point 


Thompson sale as a political strategy ofhis 1978 re-election 


campaign, an incredible breach of good faith. Number six, earlier 


this year, the Commissioner of Natural Resources and other State 


empIoyees were discovered cooperating with Sohio-BP lobbyists 

. . 

in Juneau todraft legislation suspendingour Borough's planning 


and zoning authority at Prudhoe Bay and the joint sale area 


off shore. Throughout all this harrassment, we have kept our 


patience; but we have lost much of the faith andtrust we original Y 


brought to our cooperation with the Beaufort Sea Environmental 
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Impact S t a t e m e n t .  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,t h e s et a k ep l a c ea t  a t i m e  

when our  N a t i o n ' s  leaders now s p e a ko p e n l yo fp o s s i b l en a t i o n a l i ­

z a t i o n  of whathasbecome a b a d l y  d i s t r u s t e d  A m e r i c a n  o i l  a n d  

g a si n d u s t r y .T h eP r e s i d e n ta n dt h eC o n g r e s s  a re  hav ing  a d i f ­

f i c u l t  time a g r e e i n go n  a c o h e r e n tN a t i o n a lE n e r g yP o l i c y ,l a r g e l y  

b e c a u s eo ft h i sl a c ko fp u b l i cc o n f i d e n c ei nt h ei n d u s t r y .  B u t  

h o w e v e ri m p e r f e c ta n dd i s t r u s t e d  it may b e ,  o u r  e x i s t i n g  N a t i o n a l  

E n e r g y  P o l i c y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o a s t a l  ZoneManagement 

Program. Y e t ,  t h eD e p a r t m e n to ft h eI n t e r i o rw a n t s  t o  c o n d u c t  

t h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea sale b e f o r e  a r e l i ab le  Arc t ic  Coastal Management 

Program i s  i np l a c e .  As w e  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  C o n g r e s se n a c t e d  . 

t h e  C o a s t a l  ZoneManagement A c t  t o  e x t a b l i s h  e q u i t a b l e  a n d  demo­

c r a t i c  meansthroughwhich t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  F e d e r a l  o f f  s h o r e  

o i l  a n dg a sl e a s i n ga n do p e r a t i o n s .T h e r e f o r e ,t h eN o r t hS l o p e  

Borough w i l l  n ol o n g e rc o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h eB e a u f o r t  Sea sa le  

p r e p a r a t i o n so t h e rt h a nt h r o u g ht h ep r o c e d u r e so ft h eC o a s t a l  

ZoneManagementProgram. I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  l a s t  s e n t e n c e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,t h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h  w i l l  n o t  l o n g e r  c o o p e r a t e  

w i t ht h eB e a u f o r tS e a  sale p r e p a r a t i o n so t h e rt h a nt h r o u g ht h e  

p r o c e d u r e s  o f  the  C o a s t a l  Zone Management Program. We w i l l. . 

oppose ,  all .'the.way t o  t h e  SupremeCour t ,anya t t empt  t o  lease 

b e f o r e  our Arctic Coastal ZoneManagement regime i s  i n  p l a c e .  

F o rw h e r e  t r u s t  i s  l a c k i n g ,d u ep r o c e s s  m u s tb ec a r e f u l l yo b s e r v e d  

I n  t h e  p a s t  w e  haveworked t o  h o l d  t h ej o i n t  sale t o  w i t h i n  

t h e  Barrier I s l a n d s .  N o  more. We w i l l  now oppose  all o f fs h o r e  
-
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leasing o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  Barrier I s l a n d s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t ho u r  Coastal ZoneManagement R e g u l a t i o n s .F i n a l l y ,  I f e e l  

t h e  E I S  i s  d e f i c i e n t  b y  n o t  d e t a i l i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  o f fs h o r el e a s i n g  a t  t h i s  time, Arctic o ns h o r ef i e l dc o n ­

s o l i d a t i o n .T h eo i la n dg a si n d u s t r y ' s  money w o u l db eb e t t e r  

s p e n t  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e  o u r  Arctic o ns h o r er e s e r v e s  

on NPR-A a n d  e a s t w a r d  t o  i n c l u d e  a n y  o i l  u n d e r  t h e  Arctic N a t i o n a l  

W i l d l i f eR a n g e .T h i sa l t e r n a t i v ew o u l dy i e l d  o i l  andgasneeded  

t o d a y ,w h i l eg i v i n gu s  time t o  p l a n  s a f e  Arctic o f fs h o r eo p e r ­

a t ionstomor row.Wi thyourpe rmis s ion ,  I w o u l dl i k e  t o  submi t  

a copyof  my r e c e n t  t e s t i m o n y  a b o u t  t h i s  o p t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Com­

mittee Hear ingso four  S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e .P l e a s ei n c l u d e  it 

i n  t h er e c o r do ft h e s eh e a r i n g s .  I t h i n ky o uh a v ec o p i e s .  I 

gave it March 3 1 ,  t h a t  was p r e s e n t e dt ot h eC o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  

Leg i s l a tu re .Thankyou  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,f o rh o l d i n gt h e s eh e a r i n g s  

i nK a k t o v i k ,N u i q s u ta n dh e r ei nB a r r o w .D e c i s i o n s  made now 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  j o i n t  sale w i l l  c a u s es e r i o u si m p a c tu p o no u r  

community f o rg e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come. I hopeandpraytha tGovern­

ment w i l l  make t h er i g h td e c i s i o n .  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,t h a t ' s  t h e  

e x t e n t  of m y  t e s t imonyand  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  b o t h ,  t h a t  I j u s t  

d e l i v e r e d ,  at t h e  o n e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h eJ o i n tC o m m i t t e e  of t h e  

Legislature,  dated March 31,  b ei n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  

o ft h e s eh e a r i n g s .  

(Both  above mentioneddocuments  a re  i n c l u d e d  
i n  A t t a c h m e n t .  ) 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,Eben. We h a v et h a ti nt h er e c o r d .  

~. 
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 EBEN HOPSON: Thankyou. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch. A r e  t h e r ea n yq u e s t i o n s  

f r o mt h ep a n e l ?  ( N o  response)Thankyouverymuch,Eben.  Nate 

Olemaun,CityofBarrow? 

BRIAN MACLEAN: Thankyou, M r .  Cha i rman .C i ty  MayorOlemaun 

h a sa s k e d  m e  t o  e x t e n d  h i s  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  able  t o  be 

h e r ei np e r s o nt h i se v e n i n g  t o  p r e s e n th i st e s t i m o n y .  H e  was 

u n a b l e  t o  make p r o p e rf l i g h tc o n n e c t i o n st h a tw o u l dh a v ea l l o w e d  

him t o  b e  p r e s e n t  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  

CHAIRMAN: And yourname, S i r ?  

B R I A N  MACLEAN: I ' m  B r i a n  MacLean. I was g e t t i n g  t o  t h a t  

i n  j u s t  a second.  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou. 

BRIAN MACLEAN: MayorOlemaun h a sa s k e d  m e  t or e a di n t o  

t h er e c o r d ,h i sp r e p a r e ds t a t e m e n t .F o ry o u rr e c o r d ,  I ' m  B r i a n  

MacLean. I ' m  C i t yM a n a g e rf o rt h eC i t y  of Barrow.Thetestimony 

I ' m  a b o u t  t o  p r e s e n t  i s  t h ep r e p a r e ds t a t e m e n to fC i t yM a y o r ,  

Nate O l e m a u n .P l e a s eb e a rt h a ti nm i n d .  A s  a nO f f i c i a l ,  e l e c t e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  my community, I welcome t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  

o nb e h a l f  of my p e o p l e .  I f e e l  t h a t  my views a re  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

of  m y  community as a whole.  We h a v eg r a v ec o n c e r n sa b o u t  t h e  

e f f e c t  t h e  o i l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ac t iv i t i e s  w i l l  have  on  ou r  env i ronmen t .  

O u rc u l t u r e  i s  c l o s e l y  t i ed  t o  a n di nt u n ew i t ht h ec y c l i cs e q u e n c e  

o fn a t u r e .  To d i s r u p to rc h a n g en a t u r e ' sc y c l e  i s  t o  a l t e r  

t h ef o u n d a t i o n so fo u rc u l t u r a lh e r i t a g e .  We r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  

-_ 
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are p r e s e n t l yi n  a s t a t e  o fc o n s t a n tc h a n g e .  I t  i s  o u rc u l t u r a l  


h e r i t a g e  t h a t  g ives  u ss t r e n g t h ,p r i d ea n dg u i d a n c ed u r i n g  these 


d a y s  of I n u p i a td e v e l o p m e n t .  We r e a l i z et h en e e df o rt h ed e v e l o p ­ 


mentof t h e  n a t u r a lr e s o u r c ei n d u s t r yh e r eo nt h eN o r t hS l o p e  


and w e  r e a l i z e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  w e  receive f r o mt h i sd e v e l o p m e n t .  


The C i tyo fBar rowhasgoneonrecordbe fo reand  w i l l  a g a i n  


s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h a t  w e  are n o to p p o s e dt ot h er a t i o n a l  


a n do r d e r l yd e v e l o p m e n te x t r a c t i o n  of o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;  


however, w e  are  o p p o s e dt or e s o u r c ed e v e l o p m e n t  when i t  t h r e a t e n s  


t h ev e r ye x i s t e n c eo fo u rc u l t u r a lb e i n g .I nt h e  case a t  hand,  


w e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  levels o ft e c h n o l o g y  are  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  


enough t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n ta n dw i l d l i f er e s o u r c e s  


w e  d e p e n do nf o rc u l t u r a la n dp h y s i c a ls u r v i v a l  w i l l  b eu n a l t e r e d  


o r  undamaged t o  a d e g r e e  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  m u t u a l l y  


b e n e f i c i a lr e l a t i o n s h i pb e t w e e nt h eI n u p i a tp e o p l ea n dt h e i r  


envi ronment .  What i s  p a r t i c u l a r l yd i s t u r b i n g  i s  t h a to f f  t h e  


record, o i l  companies  agree w i t hu s .I nr e v i e w i n gt h eE n v i r o n m e n t  


I m p a c tS t a t e m e n tf o rt h ep r o p o s e d  lease area,  I m u s ta d m i tt h a t  


I found it d i f f i c u l tr e a d i n g  a t  times. I w i l l  l e a v et ot h o s e  


more l e a r n e d -t h a n  I t o  e x p o u n do nt h ed i s c r e p a n c i e so ft h er e p o r t  


and to pointout h o w  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e v e l s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  c a n  o f f e r  

. . : 

u sn o  assurance,of a na c c i d e n tp r ed e v e l o p m e n t ,e x t r a c t i o n ,  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of o i l  and  gas.  I n  many i n s t a n c e s ,o u rr e s p e c t e d  

e l d e r s  s h a r e d  w i t h  u s  t h e i r  v a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  

j u s t  as many times t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  communityand o i l  i n d u s t r y  

~ ~~ 
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o f f i c i a l sr e f u s e dt oa c c e p tt h e i re x p e r t i s e .  An e x p e r t i s eg a i n e d  

n o t  o n l y  f r o m  a l i f e t i m e  of e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  A r c t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t ,b u ta l s of r o ma ni n b r e dc l o s e n e s sw i t h  

t h e  f o r c e s  of n a t u r e  t h a t  d a t e s  b a c k  n o t  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s ,  

b u tt h o u s a n d s  of y e a r s .T r u e ,  many of t h eI n u p i a te x p e r t s  may 

n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i np r e c i s em a t h e m a t i c a lf o r m u l a s  o re q u a t i o n s  

on why n a t u r e  a c t s  i n  a c e r t a i n  way, b u t  when o u r  I n u p i a t  e x p e r t s  

t a l k ,  w e  l i s t e n .  When it  comes t o  d e c i d i n gb e t w e e nt h ec r e d i b i l i t y  

of a l e a r n e ds c i e n t i s tt h a t ' sb a s e dh i si n f o r m a t i o no nd a t a  

g a t h e r e dm o s t l yi nt h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y - f i v ey e a r s ,o r  

t h a t  of a l e a r n e d  Arct ic  I n u p i a t  e x p e r t  who bases h i sj u d g e m e n t  

n o to n l yu p o nh i sl i f e t i m eo fe x p e r i e n c eb u tu p o nt h ec o u n t l e s s  

l i f e t i m e so fe x p e r i e n c eo fh i sa n c e s t o r s .  I w i l l  c h o o s et h e  

I n u p i a te x p e r to v e rt h es c i e n t i f i ce x p e r te v e r y  time. When 

a nI n u p i a te x p e r ts a y ss o m e t h i n g  w i l l  happen,  i t ' s  j u s t  a matter 

of time u n t i l  it comes t o  p a s s .I nc l o s i n g ,  I w o u l dl i k e  t o  

s a yo n c ea g a i n ,t h a tt h eI n u p i a tp e o p l ed e p e n du p o nt h e i re n v i r o n ­

m e n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  

s u r v i v a l .  I t  w o u l do n l yt a k eo n ea c c i d e n t  t o  d i s r u p tt h es e n s i t i v e  

b a l a n c e  we-have.a c h i e v e d  w i t h  n a t u r e  t h r o u g h  c o u n t l e s s  y e a r s  

a n dg e n e r a t i o n s ,  We b e l i e v e ,c o n t r a r y  t o  t h et e s t i m o n yo f  some 

o i l  company o f f i c i a l s ,  t h a t  p r e s e n t  l e v e l s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a r e  

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

h e r i t a g ew o n ' tb es e r i o u s l y  damagedbeyondsalvat ion.  We want 

t o  c o - e x i s t  e q u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r y ,  n o t  b e  o v e r  

I 
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I shadowed by it. I t  h a sb e e no u re x p e r i e n c et h a tt h eg r e a t e s t  

good f o r  t h e  greatest  number i s  o f t e n  g i v e n  as  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  

a l l o w i n gp r o g r e s s  t o  c o n t i n u e  a t  t h ee x p e n s eo f  a f ew.I fsuch  

m u s th a p p e ni nt h i s  case, w e  w o u l du r g et h a to u rv o i c eb eh e a r d  

andthedamagebe as minimal  a s  p o s s i b l e .  We b e l i e v et h a tt h e  

fo l lowingrecommenda t ions ,i ffo l lowed ,  w i l l  h e l p  dampen t h e  

a d v e r s ee f f e c t s  of o i l  development  a t  t h i s  time. Number one ,  

o i l  development  a c t i v i t i e s  m u s tb e  l i m i t e d  t ot h e  Barrier I s l a n d s  

o n l y .  Number two, o i ld e v e l o p m e n ta c t i v i t i e sm u s tb ep r o h i b i t e d  

i nt h er i v e rd e l t ar e g i o n s .  Number t h r e e ,n oo i ld e v e l o p m e n t  

a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  o c c u r  i n  p l a c e s  o r  a t  times t h a t  m i g h t  d i s t u r b  

t h ew i l d l i f er e s o u r c e st h a t  w e  d e p e n do nf o ro u rs u r v i v a l .  Number 

f o u r ,  t h a t  t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  w i s d o mo fo u rI n u p i a te l d e r sb e  f o l ­

lowed when r e c o n n i n gw i t ht h ef o r c e sa n dp o w e r so fn a t u r e .  And 

t h a tc o n c l u d e s  MayorOlemaun'stestimony.Thankyou. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Brianandwouldyouplease 

thank  Nate f o r  h i s  t e s t i m o n y ?  

BRIAN MACLEAN: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: T i m  Bradner ,Sohio-BP? 

T I M  BRADNER: S i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  d e f e r  my t e s t i m o n yu n t i l  

la ter  t o  give o t h e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  t h e i r s .  

CHAIRMAN: A l l  r i g h t .S u z a n n e  Weller, T r u s t e e sf o rA l a s k a ?  

SUZANNE WELLER: Good e v e n i n g .  My name i s  Suzanne Weller 

and  I ' m  t e s t i f y i n g  t o n i g h t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  T r u s t e e s  f o r  A l a s k a ,  

a non p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  advise management of 

-
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1 Alaska's unique natural and cultural resources. It is our position 


2 that the be delayed; not for
Beaufort Sea lease sale should 


3 a specific period oftime, but until wereceive adequate assurance 


4 that theNorth Slope environment and the people
who depend on 

5 that environment will be adequately protected. Our written 

6 comments will address many more of thereasons why we advocate 

7 the delay, but I want to talk about two of these here. Namely, 

0 the Borough Coastal Zone Management Plan and the National Environ-

9 mental PolicyAct requirement that environmental impactbe in-

10 vestigated and ascertained beforea decision is made. First, 


11 the North Slope Borough Coastal Management Plan. The same govern-


12 ments which may comit themselves to this lease sale in December 


13 comitted themselves to a strong Coastal Management Program a 


14 
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7 

won't be a p p r o v e da n di m p l e m e n t e du n t i la f t e r  December. T h e  


Boroughhasspeededup i s t  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  


meet a December d e a d l i n e  b u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o v e r s y  r e m a i n s  


r e g a r d i n gt h ep r o p o s e dp r o g r a m .  A d e l a yi nt h e  sale woulda l low 


theBorough t o  r e f i n e  i t s  p l a n ,c o n s u l tf u r t h e rw i t hr e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S 


o ft h ed i v e r s ei n t e r e s t si n v o l v e da n dw o u l dr e d u c e  someuncertainties es  


r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  o i l  a n d  g a s  o p e r a t i o n s  


i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  A s  t h e  E I S  i t s e l fn o t e do np a g e  3 8 1 ,  t h e  


9 Boroughp lan ,quo te ,  " i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s hc o n c i s ea n du n i f o r m  

10 s t a n d a r d sf o rl a n da n d  water u s ei nt h eP r u d h o e  Bay a r e a . "  End 

11 q u o t e .  And t h er e s u l to fd e l a y i n gt h e  sale u n t i lt h ep l a n  i s  

12 i np l a c ew o u l db ep r o v i s i o no f ,q u o t e ," b e t t e rp l a n n i n gg u i d e l i n e s  

13 t ob o t hi n d u s t r ya n dF e d e r a lG o v e r n m e n t . "  The D r a f t  E I S ,  w i t h  

14 i t s  o n eh a l fp a g ed i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  d e l a y  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  makes  

15 o u ta ni m p r e s s i v e  case f o rw a i t i n gf o rt h eB o r o u g hp l a n .  We 

16 hopetheFede ra land  S t a t e  Governments w i l l  h e e d  t h e i r  own a d v i c e  

17 as  well a s  s u g g e s t i o n s  made b yi n t e r e s t e dg r o u p sa n d  by t h e  

18 p e o p l eo ft h eB o r o u g ha n dd e l a yt h e  sale u n t i l  t h e  Borough p l a n  

19 i s  comple t ed ,approvedandfu l lyimplemen ted .  I j u s t  wan ted  

20 t o  t a l k  fora m i n u t ea b o u t  N E P A ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  too.  The f i r s t  

21 t h i n g - t h a t  struck m e  when I r e a dt h r o u g ht h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea E I S  

22 was t h e  numbero f  u n a n s w e r e dq u e s t i o n s  it c o n t a i n s .B u t  w e  

23 a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c a n d o r  i n  e x p o s i n g  d a t a  g a p s ,  b u t  t h e i r  

24 d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  areas whichremain unknown i s  notenough t o  

25 meet NEPA's r e q u i r e m e n t s .T h eB e a u f o r tS e a  i s  a n  area where 
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c r u c i a l .  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a n d  c a n  b e  p r e p a r e d  i f  t h e  i n v e s t ­ 


ment i s  made i n  time a n di n  money.Even t h em o s ts i m p l eq u e s t i o n s  


are w i t h o u ta n s w e r st h a n  a DEIS.What a bowhead m i g r a t i o nr o u t e s ?  


D o  b o w h e a d sf e e di nt h e  area? If theydofeedwhatdothey  


e a t ?  W h e r ed ot h e yc a l f ?T h eN a t i o n a lM a r i n eF i s h e r i e si n  


A u g u s ts t a t e dt h a ta v a i l a b l ei n f o r m a t i o n  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  


d e t e r m i n ew h e t h e rt h eb o w h e a dw o u l db ea f f e c t e db yo i la n dg a s  


a c t i v i t i e s  i nt h e  B e a u f o r tS e a ,  a n d  set  o u t  data  t h a tm u s tb e  


b u i l tb e f o r e  a d e c i s i o no nt h e  sale.  However, theEIShadpage .  


e i g h t y - f o u r  admits t h a t ," N o t  a l l  t h i si n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  available 


t o  t h es e c r e t a r yw h e r et h ef i n a ld e c i s i o nm a k i n g " .A d d i t i o n a l  


areas whereanswer are  m i s s i n g  a re  w i n t e r  b i o l o g i c a l  areas. 


E x p l o r a t o r y  d r i l l i n g  i n  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  w i n t e r ,  


b u to n l yo n es e a s o no f  w i n t e r  b i o l o g i c a ls t u d i e sh a s  been  conducted. 


S i n c e  s c i e n t i s t s  are f i n d i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a l o t  moreac t iv i t i e s  


i nt h ew i n t e rt h a nt h e ye x p e c t e d ,  i t ' s  e x p e c i a l l yi m p o r t a n t  


t o  t a k e  time t o  l e a r n  more a b o u tt h eo r g a n i s m s  who l i v e  i n  t h e  


B e a u f o r tS e ai nt h ew i n t e r .  Some o ft h eo t h e r  areas whereexisting 


i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n c o m p l e t e  are ice goug ing ,unde r  ice water f l o w ,  


f i s h  over w i n t e r i n g  areas ,  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  o i l  s p i l l s  on r a i n  


organisms..  The n e e df o rt h i si n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a p p a r e n t .F o r  


example,. how does onebury  a p i p e l i n e  t o  a j e t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  


w i t h s t a n d  a n  ice s c o u r i n gw h e nt h ed e a t h so fs u c hs c o u r i n g  i s  


n o t  known. We are p l e a s e d  t h a t  BLM hasacknowledgedtheseand  


o t h e r  data  g a p s .B u ti d e n t i f i c a t i o no fw h a t  w e  d o n ' t  know i s  
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no tenough  tom e e tt h er e q u i r e m e n t so f  NEPA. A s  a new c o u n s e l o r  

o n  e n v i r o m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  p o i n t  o u t ,  i n  case ofsuch  a s  

e n v i r o m e n t a ld e f e n s ef u n db eh a r d e n e dh a v e  h e l d ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  a r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  

i nt h eE I Sb e f o r e  a d e c i s i o n  i s  made. Much o ft h i sc r u c i a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b em i s s i n gi n  December. I ft h e r e  i s  o n ec a s e  

inwhichanEISshouldbebeyondyourapproach ,  i t ' s  a B e a u f o r t  

Sea lease sa le .  T h i s  i s  a p i o n e e r i n g  s a l e  whichmakessevere ly  

i m p a c t  t h e  Arctic Eco s y s t e m  t h r e a t e n i n g  a n d  e n d a n g e r i n g  s p e c i e s  

t h a t ' ss i g n i f i c a n t  when r e d u c i n gl o c a lf o o ds u p p l i e s .  A n  investment 

and more time andmoredo l l a r scou ldproduceandEISand  a decision 

which i s  soc ia l lyandenv i romen ta l lysound .Thankyou .  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouvery much Suzanne. Any q u e s t i o n sf r o m  

t h e  p a n e l ?  

TOM COOK: No q u e s t i o n s .  

you. Jahn (noCHAIRMAN: Thank Doctor Exxon? response 

El i se  P a t k o t a k ?  

ELISE PATKOTAK: Good even ing .  My name i s  E l i s e  S e r e n i  

P a t k o t a k ,D i r e c t o r  of H e a l t ha n dS o c i a lS e r v i c e sf o rt h eN o r t h  

SlopeBorough.  I h a v el i v e di nB a r r o ws i n c e  1 9 7 2 ,  f i r s t  a s  

a nu r se ,  w i t h - I n d i a n  H e a l t h  Service a n d  t h e n  as  anemployee of 

the .Nor th - Slop Borough. My t e s t i m o n yt o d a y  comes from a m i x t u r e  

o f  t w o  l e v e l s  of c o n c e r n  - one ,  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  who h a s  

o b s e r v e dt h ec h a n g e so nt h eN o r t hS l o p e  over t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  

y e a r sa n d  two, a s  a h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  who i s  invo lvedon  a 
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daily basis with-theproblems created by this change. I will 


-confine my remarks to two specific areasnutrition and mental 


health. Among the Inupiat of the North Slope, these two areas 


are inseparable for many reasons, the foremost being the critical 


links between subsistence, nutritionand culture. I have read 


those parts of the impact statement that blithly assume that 


village stores and the federal
government will easily fill the 

void, created by a cutback in subsistence, through outside food 

sources. A s  someone who was involved in the previous attempt 

by government to provide a substitute protein supplement when 

caribou huntingwas curtailed, I can only be highly skeptical 

of this. The government provided the equivalent of two small 

roast beefs per family in Barrow. Inour smaller villages, 

the allotment provided for no more than a couple of canned chicken 

per family. This was our government's response to replacing 

a family's winter meat supply of caribou. I found it highly 

insulting as well as extremely expensive. I also question the 

statements that these off shore developmentswill stimulate 

the move to a cash economy in the same paper that admits that 

all offour  t o - s i x  jobs will be created in the villages of 

Kaktovik and-Nuiqsut. I strongly object to two presumed 
. ...; . . '  

assumptions-implicit in these statements. One is that the Inupiat 

wants to convert to a cash economy - that this is somehow the 

logical end point of their culture's evolution. The other 


assumptionis that the four to six jobs will be created 
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w i l l  eject e n o u g hc a s hi n t ot h ec o m m u n i t yt ot a k eu p  t h e  s l a c k  

i ns u b s i s t e n c ea c t i v i t i e s .  Theendpo in t  of e v o l u t i o ni nt h e  

I n u p i a tc u l t u r e  i s  n o tn e c e s s a r i l y  a c a s h  economy. I n  my seven  

y e a r sh e r e  I haveseenthechanges  - I h a v ew a t c h e dt h eI n u p i a t  

u t i l i z e  some advancedWesterntechnology - b u t  t h e  u s e  o f  i t  

was a l w a y sw i t ht h e  aim of m a k i n g  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t .  

T h e i r  aim was t o  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  

f r amework .Forins t ance ,  it was q u i t el o g i c a l  t o  r e p l a c e  dog 

teams w i t hs k i - d o o s .  You d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  f e e d  a s k i - d o oe x c e p t  

when i t ' s  working.  I t ' s  more e f f i c i e n ta n d  economic t h a n  a 

dog team t h a t  needs y e a rr o u n df e e d i n ga n d  care.  I t  i s  h i g h l y  

e t h n o c e n t r i c  - a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a l l  t o o  common f o r  t h e  W e s t e r n  

w o r l d  t o  assume t h a t  a l l  c u l t u r e s  a re  s t r i v i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  a 

c a s h  economy basedon a Europeanva lue  scale. S m a l l ,i n d i g e n o u s  

c u l t u r e s  a re  n o t  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e y  

a re  i n v o l v i n gi na n do ft h e m s e l v e st o w a r d st h e i r  own e n dp o i n t .  

If s u b s i s t e n c e  is s h a r p l y  c u r t a i l e d  a s  it mus t  be i f  t h e s e  lease 

sales p r o c e e d ,t h e r e  w i l l  be  a s h a t t e r i n ge f f e c to nt h et r a d i t i o n a l  

c o m m u n i t i e si n v o l v e d .T h ec a s ha n dj o b sa v a i l a b l e  w i l l  n e v e r  

replace, theloss. The v i l l a g es t o r e s ,w i t h o u t  massive i n j e c t i o n s  

of.. federal aid,w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c e i n t  p r o t e i n  

a t  r e a s o n a x b e - , p r i c e s .P e o p l e ' sh e a l t h  w i l l  s u f f e r .  The i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  g o o d  n u t r i t i o n  p l a y s  i ng o o dh e a l t h  i s  well documented. 

I f  t h e y  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  p r o t e i n  r i c h  f o o d  t h e y  u s e  t h r o u g h  

s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  h a v e  n e i t h e r  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o r  money t o  make 

~~ 
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an equ iva len t  s u b s t i t u t e ,  w e  w i l l  beweaken ingthe i rwho le  resis­ 


t a n c e  t o  t h ed i s e a s ep r o c e s s .C o l d s ,u p p e rr e s p i r a t o r yi n f e c t i o n :  


g a s t r o e n t e r i t u s ,  t h e s e  common a i l m e n t s w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  b o t h  


f r e q u e n c ya n ds e r i o u s n e s si n  a p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  p o o r  n u t r i t i o n .  


Evenworse,they w i l  n o tb ea b l e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i f  


t h e y  c a n  n e i t h e r  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t  t o  t h e  l eve l  n e c e s s a r y  o r  


p a yf o rs t o r eb o u g h tf o o d .T h e i ro n l yr e c o u r s em i g h tb et o  


l eavethe i rcommuni tyand  move i n t oa nu r b a ns e t t i n g .  Of c o u r s e ,  


t h e r em i g h tb e  some who w o u l d  f i n d  t h i sa na c c e p t a b l e  move as  


it is  much e a s i e r  t o  harm t h e  l a n d  i f  t h e  p e o p l e  who l o v e  it 


a r e n ' t  a r o u n dt o  make a d i s t r u b a n c e .  I h a v en e i t h e rt h e  t i m e  

n o r  e x p e r t i s e  t o  g oi n t ot h ei n n u m e r a b l ep r o b l e m s  t h a t  would 

becaused  by t h i s  t y p e  o f  d i s l o c a t i o n  t o  t h ep e o p l ea n d  communities 

involved .However ,the  DEIS comments t h a tt h e r e  w i l l  be little 

i m p a c ti nA n c h o r a g eo rF a i r b a n k si nt h e  way of  new jobswhich  

means t h a t  p e o p l e  who a re  d i s l o c a t e df r o mt h e i rp r e s e n ts u b s i s t e n c e  

e x i s t a n c ew o u l dh a v e  l i t t l e  c h a n c eo ff i n d i n g  a p r o d u c t i v e ,  

a l t e r n a t i v el i f es t y l et h e r e .  More s imply  s t a t e d ,  w e  would 

b ea d d i n gp r o d u c t i v ep e o p l e  t o  t h ew e l f a r e  roles.  One o t h e r  

p o i n t  n e e d s  to be made c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  n u t r i ­

t i o na n dc u l t u r e .  I see n o w h e r ei nt h ei m p a c ts t a t e m e n t  w h e r e  

a n y o n e  h a s  a s k e d  t h e  I n u p i a t  o f  K a k t o v i k  a n d  N u i q s u t  w h e t h e r  

t h e yw i s h  t o  ea t  n o n - n a t i v ef o o d .A g a i n ,t h ea s s u m p t i o n  i s  

b l i t h e l y  made t h a ts i n c eb e e fa n dc h i c k e n  are s t a p l e s  i n  a 

w e s t e r n i z e dd i e t ,e v e r y o n em u s tl i k eb e e fa n dc h i c k e n .T h i s  
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is simply n o tt r u e .  I h a v ef r e q u e n t l ys e e np e o p l eh o s p i t a l i z e d  

h e r e  who simply wouldno t  e a t  n o n - n a t i v e  f o o d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  o r  f o u rd a y s .T h e yl o n g e df o rt h ef o o dt h e y  knew - t h e  

f o o d  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t h e m  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

n o u r i s h m e n tt h e y  so  badlywantedandneeded .  I s u b m i tt h a t  

if a n yp a n e l i s th e r et o d a y  were d r o p p e do f fi nK a k t o v i kf o r  

a y e a ra n d  made t o  s u b s i s t  o no n l yn a t i v ef o o d ,h eo rs h ew o u l d  

q u i c k l y  come t o  r e a l i z et h eu n c o n s c i o u sa t t a c h m e n t s  a l l  p e o p l e  

have t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  d i e t s .  I nt h e  area of m e n t a lh e a l t h ,  

I c a no n l y  s ta te  t h a t  as a h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  I c r i n g e  a t  

t h et h o u g h to ft h ep r o b l e m st h i si m p a c tw o u l d  create.  T h i s  

a g a i n  r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n  of t h ei m p a c ts t a t e m e n t  

t h a tt h eI n u p i a t  i s  e v o l v i n gt o w a r d s  a casheconomy. H e  i s  

n o t .  H e  i s  e v o l v i n gw i t h i nt h ef r a m e w o r ko fh i s  own c u l t u r e .  

I fh e  i s  made t o  u n w i l i n g l y  c o n v e r t  t o  a f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e ,  he  

w i l l  b ed e s t r o y e d .  I havewatchedwhathashappenedhere  i n  

B a r r o wo v e rt h ep a s ts e v e ny e a r s  a s  c a s h  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  r e p l a c e d  

s u b s i s t e n c e .  T h eD e p a r t m e n to fP u b l i cS a f e t yh e r eh a st h e  sta­

t i s t ics  t o  show t h er e s u l t so ft h i sk i n do fr a p i dc h a n g e .L a s t  

y e a r  there were over e i g h t e e nh u n d r e d  d r u n k  d e t e n t i o n s  i n  B a r r o w .  
. .. ' 

T h i sy e a r  i t  c o u l d  go as  h i g h  as twenty- twohundred.  T h i s  i n  
I . I  

a p o p u l a t i o n  -of no tmorethantwen ty -e igh thundredpeop le .Th i s  


c a n n o tb ee x p l a i n e d  awayby s t a t i n g  t h a t  n a t i v e  p e o p l e  c a n ' t  


h a n d l ea l c o h o l .T h a t  i s  n o tt h ep r o b l e m .  What t h e yc a n n o t  


h a n d l e  i s  t h e  stress a n d  s t r a i n  o f  c h a n g e s  t h a t  c a l l  t o  q u e s t i o n  
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~~. t h ev a l u e s  and b e l i e f s  t h a t  were t h e i rh e r i t a g e .  Theycannot  

h a n d l e  a n i n e  t o  f i v e  j o b ,  f i v e  d a y s  a week, f i f t y  weeks of 

t h e  y e a r  w i t h o u t  d e n y i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l i f es t y l e .B u ti ft h e ya t t e m p tt ol i v ei nb o t h  worlds, if 

t h e yt a k et h e  time t o  p u r s u et r a d i t i o n a la c t i v i t i e s ,t h e ya r e  

s e e n  as  u n r e l i a b l e ,  as  f a i l u r e s ,  i n  a marke t  economydominated 

by E a s t  C o a s te t h i c s .  They are damned i ft h e yd oa n d  damned 

i ft h e yd o n ' t .I n  a s i t u a t i o nl i k et h a t ,  i t  i s  h a r d l ys u p r i s i n g  

t h a tt h ea n e s t h e s i a  of a l c o h o l  i s  a t t r a c t i v e .  I a c c e p tt h e  

f a c tt h a tc h a n g em u s to c c u r .  I a c c e p tt h a t  w e  c a n n o ts h u tt h e  

d o o ro nt h eo u t s i d ew o r l d .B u t  I c a n n o ta c c e p tt h ed e s t r u c t i o n  

of  a w h o l e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i rc u l t u r e  t o  p r o v i d ep e r h a p ss e v e n t y  

d a y s  of o i l  t o  t h el o w e r  ' 4 8 .  I c a n n o ta c c e p tt h a tt h e  same 

t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  p u t  a man on t h e  moon i n  o n e  d e c a d e  t o  p r e s e r v e  

n a t i o n a lp r i d ei na c h i e v e m e n t ,c a n n o tp u tt h o s e  same e n e r g i e s  

t ou s ei nf i n d i n ge f f i c i e n t ,a l t e r n a t ee n e r g yb a s e do nr e n e w a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s .N e i t h e r  o i l ,  n o rt h eI n u p i a t ,n o rt h e  Bowhead a r e  

r e n e w a b l er e s o u r c e so ft h ep r e s e n tp l a no fa c t i o n  i s  pu r sued .  

I c a n  a l s o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  wou ldhavesen t  a man t o  t h e  

m o o n  i f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  n e e d e d  h a d  a s  many gapsandunanswered  

q u e s t i o n s :  as is admitted t oi nt h ei m p a c ts t a t e m e n t .  Are t h e  

I n u p i a t  people a n d  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t  of so l i t t l e  v a l u e  t h a t  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  a l l o w  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  p r o c e e d  when t h e  

knowledge t o  d o  it s a f e l y  i s  so i n a d e q u a t et h a tt h ei m p a c t  statement 

raises more q u e s t i o n st h a na n s w e r s .  I f  changeanddevelopment  

I. 
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~~ r n u s t  p r o c e e d ,  t h e n  l e t  it p r o c e e di n  a t i m e l ya n ds a f ef a s h i o n .  


L e t  t h et e c h n o l o g ya d v a n c e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  o f f s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  


i s  a s  safe t o  t h ee n v i r o n m e n t  a s  s e n d i n g  a man t o  t h e  moon was 


s a f et ot h e  man i nt h ec a p s u l e .  L e t  t h eI n u p i a tp e o p l ep r o c e e d  


on t h e i r  own p a t h ,  w o r k i n g  t op r e s e r v e  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n tw h i l e  


a c c e p t i n g  some o ft h ei n e v i t a b l ec h a n g e s .B u t  l e t  t h i sh a p p e n  


o n l yw i t h i nt h ef r a m e w o r ko fs a f e t yt ot h i s  area - t o  i t s  p e o p l e  


a n dt o  i t s  w i l d l i f e .T e c h n o l o g yh a sn o ty e ta d v a n c e dt ot h i s  


p o i n t  a n d  u n t i l  it d o e s ,d r i l l i n gs h o u l dn o to c c u r .  


CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch, Elise.  A r e  t h e r ea n y  questions 

f r o mt h ep a n e l ?  ( N o  response)Thankyouverymuch.AlanAllen? 

ALAN A .  ALLEN: My name i s  Alan A .  A l l e n .  OnMay 1st  o ft h i s  

y e a r  I was h i r e d  as  t h e  f u l l  time manage ro ftheAlaskanBeaufo r t  

Sea O i l s p i l lR e s p o n s e  Body, ABSORB. My o f f i c e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  

Anchorage;however,  A B S O R B ' S  area o f  i n t e r e s t  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  

o f fs h o r ea n dc o a s t a lr e g i o n sa s s o c i a t e dw i t ht h ep r o p o s e dB e a u ­

f o r t  Sea lease sale  area. My own b a c k g r o u n dc o n s i s t s  of o v e r  

t w e n t yy e a r s  of combineds tudyandworkinthe  areas of p h y s i c s ,  

o c e a n o g r a p h y ,m a r i n eb i o l o g y ,p e t r o l e u mt e c h n o l o g ya n d  Arctic 

e n g i n e e r i n g .C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  I worked a s  a c o n s u l t a n tf o rv a r i o u s  
. .  

e n v i r o n m e n t a la n de n g i n e e r i n gf i r m si n c l u d i n gG e n e r a lR e s e a r c h  
~. - . . ,.. .  -4-.... . .  

C o r p o r a t i o n ,  dames & More andCrowleyEnvi ronmenta lServ ices.. 

C o r p o r a t i o n .F o rt h ep a s te l e v e ny e a r s ,  my e f f o r t sh a v ef o c u s e d  

p r i m a r i l y  u p o n  t h e  many d i s c i p l i n e s  of p e t r o l e u mt e c h n o l o g y  and ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  s p i l l  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l .  

--. 
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I h a v e  directed p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of s p i l l  con­

t i n g e n c yp l a n s ,u n d e r w a t e rb i o l o g i c a ls u r v e y s ,s p i l lc o n t r o l  

e q u i p m e n tf i e l d  tes ts  andnumerous o i l  s p i l l  r e s p o n s e s  b o t h  i n  

a n do u t s i d et h eU n i t e dS t a t e s .D u r i n gt h ep a s t  t w o  and a h a l f  

y e a r s ,  I m a n a g e da nA l a s k a nf i r me n g a g e di nt h eb u s i n e s so f  oil 

s p i l l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  a c t u a l  s p i l l  c l e a n  upthroughout  t h e  S t a t e ,  

i n c l u d i n gt h eN o r t hS l o p e .  A s  such ,  I f e e l  I ’ m  q u a l i f i e dt o  

make several p e r t i n e n t  c o m m e n t sa b o u tt h ei n t e n t i o n sa n dt h e  

r e a d i n e s s  o ft h ep e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  t o  meet t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  of 

o i ls p i l lp r e v e n t i o na n dc o n t r o li nt h e  Arctic. My comments 

w i l l  b ed i r e c t e d  t o  t h ef o l l o w i n gt h r e et o p i c s :O n e ,  ABSORB, 

what  i s  i t  andwhat are  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s ?  Two, s p i l lc o n t i n g e n c y  

p l a n n i n g ,w h a t  are t h e  rea l  i s s u e s  f o r  a mean ingfu lr e sponse  

i n  t h e  Arctic?- Three ,r e sponsetechn iques ,wha tequ ipmen tand  

p r o c e d u r e s  WILL work i nt h ec o n t a i n m e n t ,r e c o v e r ya n dt h ed i s ­

p o s a lo f  o i l  s p i l l e di nt h e  Arct ic?  F i r s t  - ABSORB. TheAlaskan 

B e a u f o r t  Sea O i l s p i l l  R e s p o n s e  Body i s  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  s p o n s o r e d  

b y  t h i r t e e n  o i l  c o m p a n i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o f f s h o r e  e x p l o r a t i o n  

anddevelopment  ac t iv i t i e s  i nt h eN o r t hS l o p e  of A l a s k a .T h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  a n  o i l  s p i l l  c o o p e r a t i v e  t h r o u g h  
- .  

which. i t s  m e m b e r  c o m p a n i e s  c o u l d  p o o l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  

c a p a b i I i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  oil s p i l l s  i n  

t h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  The o i ls p i l lc o o p e r a t i v ec o n c e p t ,  as anap­

p r o a c h  t o  e f f e c t i v e  s p i l l  c o n t r o l  p l a n n i n g ,  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  e x ­

t e n s i v e l yt h r o u g h o u tt h eU n i t e d  States andCanada .Dur ingthe  
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p a s t  d e c a d e ,  for example,  t h e  Un i t edS ta t e s -Canad ian  West Coas t  

a l o n e  h a s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o ft h i r t e e no i l  s p i l lc o o p ­

invo lved  1) t h ed e s i g n  of an ice s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  o i l  skimming vessel  

f o r  u s e  i n  water w i t h  ice c o v e r ,  2 )  t h et e s t i n ga n de v a l u a t i o n  

of  a groupof  o i l  d i s p e r s a n t s  f o r  s u i t a b i l i t y  i n  Arctic mar ine  

-. 
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condi t ions: , .an& 3 )  t h er e v i e wo f  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t  a i r  c u s h i o n  

v e h i c l e - c a p a b i l i t i e s  f o r  s p i l l  c o n t r o l  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  Arctic.  

These and many o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  are  p resen t lyunde rway  t o  e s t a b l i s  

ABSORB a s  a f u l l ys t a f f e da n de q u i p p e db o d yo fr e s o u r c e sf o r  

t h eo f f s h o r ee x p l o r a t i o np r o g r a mi nt h e  Arctic. E x t e n s i v eo i l  

s p i l l  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n s ,  a l r e a d y  i n  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e ,  

are  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a  

8 s p i l lc o n d i t i o n sa s s o c i a t e dw i t ht h eo f fs h o r ee n v i r o n m e n t .  T r a i n  

9 i ngprograms  a re  u n d e r w a y ;d e t a i l e do p e r a t i o n sm a n u a l s  are b e i n g  

10 developed;andequipmentpackages  a re  b e i n gr e s e a r c h e da n dr e a d i e d  

11 f o ru s e .S p i l lC o n t i n g e n c yP l a n n i n g .  Many o ft h ea s s u m p t i o n s ,  

12 s t a t i s t i c s  a n dc o n c l u s i o n so fS e c t i o n  III.A.3 i n  t h e  D r a f t  EIS 

13 a r em i s l e a d i n ga n di n a c c u r a t e .T h e r e  i s  a great  d a n g e ri na t t e m p t  

14 t oc o m p a r et h eo f fs h o r eo p e r a t i o n so ft h eC a n a d i a nB e a u f o r t  

15 Sea a n dt h eG u l fo fM e x i c o ,f o re x a m p l e ,w i t ht h eo p e r a t i o n s  

16 a n t i c i p a t e df o rt h eA l a s k a nB e a u f o r tS e a .D i f f e r e n c e sb e t w e e n  

17 t h ee n v i r o n m e n t s  of e a c h  area are acknowledgedwi th inthe  D E I S ;  

18 h o w e v e r ,t h e s ef a c t o r s  are  NOT c o n s i d e r e ds u f f i c i e n t l ya l o n g  

19 w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d r i l l i n g  m o d e se n v i s i o n e dt og i v ea na c c u r a t e  

20 a s s e s s m e n t  o fp o t e n t i a ls p i l ls c e n a r i o s .T h i sp r o b l e mt o g e t h e r  
. . ._  

21 w i t h  the occasional use of h i s t o r i c a l  s p i l l  d a t a  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  
_ .  - - . . .. . - .  . .  . ... . 

22 f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o m e  c o n c l u s i o n s  based onnumberswhich are  s ta t i s -

23 t i c a l l yu n m e a n i n g f u l .  A f u l le x p l a n a t i o no ft h es p e c i f i cs h o r t  

24 comings o f  S e c t i o nI I I . A . 3w o u l dr e q u i r e  several p a g e so fd i s -

25 c u s s i o n  a n d  it would serve v e r y  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e  a t  t h i s  time. 
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for 

It isimportant, however, to recognize the following key points, 


as they- will
strongly influence the development of a meaningful 


and comprehensive spill contingencyplan: 1) Exploratory drilling 


in the proposed lease area
will involve man made and/or natural 


gravel islands in relatively shallow water areas. Such operation: 


are NOT comparable to the deep water off shore oil and gas op­


erations in the Canadian Beaufort Sea. 2) The initial exploratory 


drilling operations will be carried
out during the winter months 

when land fast ice will form a solid barrier between the drilling 

facilities and the surrounding water. 3 )  Actual drilling activity 

will not likely begin until1981, providing additional time for 

spill countermeasure programs following the lease sale. 4) The 

discussions and statistics pertainingto tanker operations are 


not pertinent to the proposed exploration phase of drilling
in 


the Beaufort Sea. It is also quite likely that tankers will 


not be economically feasible for the development phase. 5) Sta­


tistics and safety records involving spills and fires associated 


with off shore plat forms should
NOT be used f o r  comparison here. 

Instead, shore based drilling experienceat Prudhoe Bay would 

bemuch more applicable to the modeof drilling from gravel island 

. .  

Fina l ly ,  6)T h eassertion in Section III.A.3, that spill clean 

up technology in ice infested wateris not effective due to enviro . .  

mental constratins is simply wrong. A wealth
of information 


and experiencehas been gained which supports the view ef­


fective oil spill countermeasures CAN be developed ALL aspects 


-31-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of the e x p l o r a t o r yd r i l l i n gp r o g r a mp r o p o s e d .  O i l  s p i l lc o n t i n g e n  


p l a n s  are b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a b o v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  


These p l a n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d e t a i l e do p e r a t i o n a lm a n u a l ,  w i l l  


bedes igned  t o  p r o v i d et h ep r o p e rm i xo fp e r s o n n e la n de q u i p m e n t  


as  needed t o  r e s p o n dt ot h ef u l lr a n g eo fp o t e n t i a ls p i l l s .T h i s  


r a n g e  w i l l  i n c l u d et h er e l a t i v e l y  small s p i l l a g e so ff u e l ,l u b ­ 


r i c a t i n g  o i l  a n d  h y d r a u l i c  f l u i d s  w h i c h  may o c c a s i o n a l l y  o c c u r  


t o  t h ep o t e n t i a l ,t h o u g hh i g h l yu n l i k e l y ,e v e n ti n v o l v i n g  a major  


b lowou t .Themos tsoph i s t i ca t ed  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i so fh i s t r o i c a l  


s p i l l  d a t a  m u s t  NEVER r e d u c et h ei m p o r t a n c eo fp r e p a r i n g ,  f i rs t ,  


f o r  t h e  most r e a s o n a b l ec a t a s t r o p h i ce v e n t ,a n dt h e nb u i l d i n g  


i n  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  d r o pb a c k ,  as  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  a s p i l l  of 


lesser consequence .  Techniques .  t echniques 
Response  Response  

i n  t h e  Arctic w i l l  i n v o l v e  some o ft h em o r ea d a p t a b l ec o n v e n t i o n a l  

p r o c e d u r e su s e di n  warmer climates.  Thesetechn iques ,however ,  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b er e f i n e d  w h i l e  new p r o c e d u r e s  are  a l s o  d e v e l o p e  

I have p e r s o n a l l yb e e ni n v o l v e di n  t h e  c l e a n u pa n de v a l u a t i o n  

ofnumerous o i l  s p i l l s ,  many ofwhichhaveinvolved  ice andsnow. 

The s u c c e s s  of t h o s e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  come aboutbyforcefeeding  

Lower 48technology t o  thep rob lem;bu t ,bywork ing  w i t h  t h e  
. .-. 

env i ronmen t  to l e t  it h e l p  i t s e l f ,  a n d  i n  some cases, t o  i d e n t i f y  
.. .. 'r 

innovat ive a p p r o a c h e s .  S e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  t e c h n i q u e st o t a l l y  n e w  - .  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n v o l v i n g  c o l d  w e a t h e r  c l e a n u p  are d e s c r i b e d  

i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  p a p e r s  I p r e s e n t e d  a t  r e c e n t  t e c h n i c a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  

You h a v et h o s ea t t a c h e d .T h e s ei n c l u c e ,  case s t u d y ,  O i l  Recovery 
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Beneath Ice, and. Conta inment  and  Recovery  Techniques  for  Cold  


Weather .Inland Oil S p i l l s .  A q u i c kr e v i e wo ft h e s ep a p e r s  w i l l  


r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  number of p roventechn iqueswhich  


d ol e n dt h e m s e l v e st ot h ee f f e c t i v ec l e a n u po fs p i l l so n ,i n  


andunder  i c e  andsnow. I t  s h o u l db er e c o g n i z e dt h a tt h e  techniques 


r e f e r e n c e dh e r e  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  well s u i t e d  t o  t h e  k i n d s  of 


p o t e n t i a l  small a n de v e nm o d e r a t e l ys i z e ds p i l l sw h i c hc o u l d  


r e s u l td u r i n gt h ee x p l o r a t i o nd r i l l i n gf r o mg r a v e li s l a n d s .S p i l l  


of a l a r g e rm a g n i t u d ea n ds p i l l sw h i c hc o u l dc o n c e i v a b l yi n v o l v e  


open water must be a d d r e s s e ds e p a r a t e l y .S h o u l d  a m i n o rs p i l l  


o c c u rd u r i n gt h e  w a r m e r  s e a s o n ,o rs h o u l d  a s p i l l  o v e r l a p  i n t o  


a p e r i o d  when water s u r f a c e s  are e x p o s e d ,t h ek i n d s  of conventional 


t e c h n i q u e sm e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r  wouldwork i n  most s i t u t a t i o n s .  


Suchapproacheswouldinvolvetheuseof  wier, b e l t ,  d i s c  a n d  


o rr o p e  mope typeskimmers ,heavyduty  ice s t r eng thenedbooms ,  


and a wideasso r tmen t  of s u p p o r tv e s s e l se q u i p m e n ta n dt e m p o r a r y  


s t o r a g ec o n t a i n e r s .  The s p e c i a l l yd e s i g n e d  Arctic r o p et y p e  


sk immerreferenced  ea r l i e r  w o u l db ed e v e l o p e ds p e c i f i c a l l yf o r  


t h i st y p e  of s p i l ls i t u a t i o n .  When and i f  ice l o a d i n g s  become 


too greatf o r  t h e s e  m o r ec o n v e n t i o n a la p p r o a c h e s ,o t h e ro p t i o n s  

. .  . .. 

wouldbe c o n s i d e r e d  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
s: 

. . - _  . - ., 

the.slicks,water d e p t h ,  p r o x i m i t y  t o  l a n d ,  b i o l o g i c a l  e x p o s u r e s  
. .  .. . .  . 

a n d  s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  

S u c ho p t i o n sw o u l di n c l u d es o r b e n t s ,d i s p e r s a n t s ,a n dv a r i o u s  

e n h a n c e db i o d e g r a d a t i o na n db u r n i n gt e c h n i q u e s .T h en e a rf r e e z i n g  
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t e m p e r a t u r e s  of  t h e  Arctic Oceanwouldde f in i t e lyreduce  t h e  

recovery e f f i c i e n c yo f  some s k i m m i n gd e v i c e sd u et ot h ei n c r e a s e d  

v i s c o s i t y  of t h e  o i l  b e i n gr e c o v e r e d .T h i s  same c o n d i t i o n ,  however, 

i s  f a v o r a b l es i n c et h eo i lw o u l da l s oh a v e  a n  increasedequi l ibr ium 

t h i c k n e s so ft y p i c a l l yo n eq u a r t e ro f  a c e n t i m e t e r  or a b o u t  

o n et e n t ho fa ni n c h ,a n d  greater  whichwouldtendto  limit t h e  

e x t e n tt ow h i c ht h eo i lw o u l do t h e r w i s es p r e a d .  Compared w i t h  

e q u i l i b r i u m  t h i c k n e s s e s  f o r  o i l  i n  warmer climates, t h e  c o l d  

water s l i c k sw o u l di n v o l v e  areas ofcoveragewhich  a re  onehundred 

t o  onethousand times smaller f o r  a g i v e nv o l u m eo fo i ls p i l l e d .  

T h i s  g r e a t e r  t h i c k n e s s  c o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  barr ier  

e f f e c to ff l o a t i n g  i ce ,  t h u s ,i m p r o v i n gr e c o v e r yc a p a b i l i t i e s  

o f  some s k i m m e r s .I na d d i t i o n ,t h eb u r n i n go f  o i l ,  s h o u l d  i t  

be d e s i r e d ,w o u l db ee n h a n c e db yt h ei n c r e a s e dt h i c k n e s s  of t h e  

o i l .  W i t hr e s p e c tt os p i l l so f  a l a r g e rm a g n i t u d e ,s u c hr e l e a s e s  

c o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  f l o w  o f  o i l  f r o m  a b lowout ,  

a s i t u a t i o nw h i c h  i s  ext remelyremote .However ,assumingtha t  

a b l o w o u t  d i d  o c c u r ,  t h a t  it d i di n v o l v e  o i l  a n d  t h a t  a l l  blowout  

p r e v e n t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  i t  u n d e rc o n t r o l ,t h e  o i l  

wou ldgoth rough .  a r a p i d  c o o l i n g  p r o c e s s  a s  i t s  e x p a n d i n gd i s ­

solvedgasses and p a s s e do ni n t ot h e  Arctic a i r .  Thecoo led ,  

h i g h l y  v i s c o u s  d r o p l e t s  o f  o i l  would  then  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  

o f  t h e  g r a v e l  d r i l l i n g  p a d  o r  beblown t o  an  area o faccumula t ion  

downwind of t h e  d r i l l  s i t e .  S h o u l dt h e r e  be l i t t l e  or  nowind, 

t h e  o n s i t e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  c l e a n e d  u p  when i t  w a s  s a f e  
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area 

to d o  so, using conventional on shore recovery techniques. Should 
. . . . . -. 

a'wind existand or the onsite accumulation grow sufficiently 


to cause oil deposition off site, the oil would eventually form 


a thick layer on the top of the surrounding ice. Depending upon 


the conditions of the ice, the amount
of o i l  deposited and the 

prevailing weather conditions, a number of cleanup procedures 

could then be implemented. Heavy earth moving equipment might 

gather and transport the oil to shore for disposal; the same 

equipment might be used to gather and relocate the oil a safe 

distance from the drill site.The oil mightbe burned in place; 

or it might, simply, be left temporarily until adequate personnel 

and equipment could be deployed efficiently and safelyfor its 


removal. Oil released during the winter drilling months from 


to
a blowout would be subjected some rather severe environmental 


conditions. These factors involving very low temperatures, thick 


ice cover, drifting snow, and reduced visibility would definitely 


hamper the logistics associated with cleanup; however, these 


same environmental constraints would help to prevent
the oil 


from impacting the marine
environment and thereby provide suf­


ficientt i m eto plan and implement an appropriate level of
response. 
. . . , . . '

Thealredadysemi solid oil would build up into a thick mat on 
+.-. 1. :, -. .-'. ',:. .. . I  ,'.h . , .  . ~ 

topo f  the i c e  which would involve a relatively small of" * .  ,2 - .  . 

accumulation. Snow, which is an excellent natural sorbent with 


oil, could be mixedwith the oil layer, thus forming a mulch 


like medium. This procedure has been used in many spill situation 
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m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  h a n d l e  a l a r g ev o l u m eo fo i lq u i c k l ya n d  

s a f e l y .  An even more remote s i t u a t i o nm i g h tc o n c e i v a b l yi n v o l v e  

some p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o i l  f r o m  a majorblowoutworking it way t o  

an ice water of  a i r  water i n t e r f a c es u r r o u n d i n gt h eg r a v e li s l a n d .  

A g a i n ,o i lw o u l d  become e x t r e m e l yv i s c o u sa n d  be r e t a i n e d  w i t h i n  

a v e r y  small r e g i o nd u et ot h ep r e s e n c eo ft h e  ice l a y e r .S h o u l d  

t h e  o i l  e x i s t  o n  o p e n  water b e t w e e nt h ei s l a n da n dt h es u r r o u n d i n g  

ice l a y e r ,r e c o v e r yt e c h n i q u e sc o u l de a s i l yb ee m l o y e d ,  as d i s ­

c u s s e d  ear l ie r .  Any o i l  whichdidwork  i t s  way b e n e a t ht h e  ice 

w o u l db ef o r c e di n t ot h i c kp o o l so rl e n s e s  of o i l  due t o  t h e  

n a t u r a l  c o n c a v i t i e s  known t o  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  u n d e r  s u r f a c e  of 

t h e  ice .  T h i sp o o l i n gc o u l dr e s u l ti nt h ec o n t a i n m e n to f  up 

t o  t w e n t y  t h o u s a n d  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  w i t h i n  a n  area o fr a d i u s  e q u a l  

t oa b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e dy a r d s  o r  less .  'Kovacs,  1 9 7 7 '  Suchpoo l ing  

wouldprovideample time t o  move pe r sonne landequ ipmen t  t o  the 

s i g h ta n d  t o  b e g i na p p r o p r i a t es u r f a c ea c t i v i t i e s .T h e s ea c t i o n s  

m i g h ti n v o l v e  1) t h e  d r i l l i n g  o f  h o l e s  i n t o  ice  c o n c a v i t i e s  a n d  

t h e  removal of  o i l  bypumping, 2 )  t h ec u t t i n go ft r e n c h e st h r o u g h  

ice down c u r r e n t  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  t o  t r a p  o i l  a s  it migrates i n t o  

t h et r e n c h e s ,  3 )  t h ec l e a r i n go f  snowfromthe ice s u r f a c e  i n  

a c u r v e d  f a s h i o n  d o w n  c u r r e n t  w h i l e  p i l i n g  t h e  snow a l o n g  t h e  

i n s i d e  of t h ec u r v e .T h i sp r o m o t e st h ef o r m a t i o no f  a s u b s u r f a c e  

t r a p ,  s i n c e  ice g rowthwouldbeenhancedbenea ththe  cleared 

ice a n dr e t a r d e db e n e a t ht h e  snow berm, a n d ,o r  4 )  t h ec o n s t r u c t i o n  

of a s u b s u r f a c e  ice barr ier  b yf l o o d i n gt h e  ice s u r f a c e  w i t h  

.-
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sea water, t h u s  c r e a t i n g  a t h i c k e n e dr i n go f  i ce  a r o u n d  t h e  s p i l l  

s i te .  O i l  e n t r a i n m e n tw i t h i nt h e  ice d u et oc o n t i n u e d  ice growth  

c o u l di n f l u e n c e  a p o r t i o no ft h es p i l l e d  o i l .  T h i se n t r a i n m e n t ,  

h o w e v e r ,c o u l dt a k es e v e r a ld a y s ,d e p e n d i n gu p o nt h ea i r  temp­

e r a t u r e sa n dt h ev o l u m e so fo i lp o o l e db e n e a t ht h e  ice.  E n t r a i n ­

m e n tc a n ,i nf a c t ,b eu s e d  t o  a d v a n t a g et o  p r e v e n tf u r t h e r  migration 

w i t h i n  t h e  water columnand t o  t r a p  t h e  o i l  u n t i l  it c a n  b e  d e a l t  

w i t h  a t  a l a t e r  time. I t  i s  a l so  p o s s i b l et op h y s i c a l l y  remove 

p o r t i o n so ft h e  ice a l o n gw i t ht h ee n t r a i n e d  o i l .  Some o ft h e s e  

s u b s u r f a c eo i l  c o n t a i n m e n t  a n dr e c o v e r y  t e c h n i q u e sh a v eb e e n  

p r e s e n t e di n  ear l ie r  tes t imonyby Mr. R i c h a r d  V.  S h a f e ro ft h e  

Soh io  Petroleum Company. I w i l l  n o te l a b o r a t ef u r t h e ro nt h e s e  

c o n c e p t sh e r e ,b u t  w i l l  r e f e r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  M r .  S h a f e r ' st e s t i m o n y .  

( F o rr e v i e wo f  M r .  S h a f e r ' st e s t i m o n y ,r e f e rt ot r a n s c r i p t  
o f  May 1 7 ,  F a i r b a n k ' sh e a r i n g ,p a g e  113.) 

A g r e a t  deal o fr e s e a r c ha n d  a number of t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  are  

well underway t o  t e s t  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  

f o r  s p i l l  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  Arctic. T h e s ee f f o r t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

a t  a rapid p a c e  b o t h  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Canadian 

Beaufort.S e ad r i l l i n gp r o g r a m .I nc o n c l u s i o n ,  it i s  my ownpersonal 

o p i n i o n  t h a t  af u l l y  a d e q u a t e  p r o g r a mo fp r e p a r e d n e s s  i s  underway. 

The s p i l l  c o n t r o l  t e c h n o l o g y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  

i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  p a p e r s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  o i l  s p i l l  c o u n t e r  

m e a s u r es y s t e mf o rt h ep r o p o s e de x p l o r a t o r yd r i l l i n gp r o g r a m  

i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  Any a d d i t i o n a lr i s k so fe x p o s u r e  t o  o i l  
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s p i l l s  from the -deve lopmen tphasewou ld ,o fcour se ,benonex i s t en t  

f o r  several y e a r s .T h i s  time w i l l  beused  t o  i d e n t i f yt h o s e  

conce rnsand  t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  developed  

on Thankschedule .  you.  

(Wr i t t enS ta t emen tandabovemen t ionedpape r s  
are  i n c l u d e di nA t t a c h m e n t . )  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,Alan. A r e  t h e r ea n yq u e s t i o n sf r o m  

t h ep a n e l ?  ( N o  response)Thankyouverymuch.  

RAYMOND NEOKOK: I have  a q u e s t i o n ,S i r .  Raymond Neokok, 

f romBarrow,Alaska.  

CHAIRMAN: One moment. youWould 

RAYMOND NEOKOK: I w a n t e dt oa s k  

CHAIRMAN: Well, i nt h i sk i n do f  

t od e b a t eb e t w e e np e o p l e .T h i sp a n e l  

We'd l i k e  t o  h e a rf r o my o ui fy o u ' dl i k e  

okay? 

l i k et ot e s t i f y ,  Raymond? 

him a q u e s t i o n ,S i r .  

a h e a r i n g ,  we're n o th e r e  

i s  h e r e  t o  a c c e p tt e s t i m o n y .  

t o  g e t  u p  a n d  t e s t i f y ,  

RAYMOND NEOKOK: Well, I w i l l  l a t e r  on. you.Thank 

CHAIRMAN: Very good. I nf a c t ,w h a t  I ' d  l i k et od o  i s  c a l l  

one more p e r s o nf r o mt h i s  l i s t  I h a v e ,a n dt h e r e  are more names  

on t h e  l i s t ,  some e i g h t  o r  tenmorenames.But  I know t h a t  perhaps 

some of. y o u  p e o p l e  h e r e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  now, r a t h e r  t h a n  

waitu n t i l  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h e r e  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

So, I'll c a l l  one  more p e r s o nf r o mt h e  l i s t  a n dt h e n  I'll a s k  

f o r  s o m e o n ef r o mt h ef l o o rt h a tw o u l dl i k e  t o  t e s t i f y ,  who h a s  

n o ts i g n e du p .  So, a t  t h i s  time, l e t  m e  c a l l  K i m  M o e l l e r ,  director 

o fP u b l i cS a f e t y ?  ( N o  r e s p o n s e )  L e t  m e  t r y ,C h r i s  McDermott, 
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Heal th- and S o c i a lS e r v i c e s ?  (No re sponse )Then ,  I ' l l  t r yo n e  

more. time. Mike. J e f f e r y ,A l a s k aL e g a l  Services? 

M I K E  JEFFERY: Well, I ' m . .  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,I ' dr e a l l yl i k e  

t or e q u e s tt h a t  my t e s t i m o n y  be d e f e r r e d .  I ' m  here f o rt h e  duration n 

a n dI ' db eh a p p y  t o  wai t .  I would l i k e  t o  see some o ft h ev i l l a g e  

peop lep roceed .  

CHAIRMAN: A l l  r i g h t .  Yourname, S i r ?  

8 CHRIS MCDERMOTT: ChrisMcDermott .  

9 CHAIRMAN: Yes, C h r i s .  Please come fo rward .  

10 CHRIS MCDERMOTT: My name i s  ChrisMcDermott .  I ' m  a new 

11 comer t o  Barrowhavingaccepted  a p o s i t i o n  a s  H e a l t hP l a n n e r  

12 f o rt h eB o r o u g h .  I c a n n o t  claim e x p e r t i s e ,  l e t  m e  c a t c h  my b r e a t h  

13 i n  t h e  areas o fenv i ronmen ta lr e sourcemanagemen t  or i nt h ec u s t o m  

14 a n dc u l t u r eo ft h eI n u p i a t .S i n c ec o m i n gt oB a r r o w ,h o w e v e r ,  

15 I ' v eb e e n  moved b yt h ed e p t ho fo p p o s t i o nt ot h ep r o p o s e d  sale 

16 f o re x p l o r a t o r yd r i l l i n g si nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  By t r a i n i n g ,  

17 I ' m  a ne c o n o m i s ta n dh e a l t hp o l i c ya n a l y i s t .I ' v er e v i e w e d  t h e  

18 D E I S ,  vo lumeoneth roughth ree ,and  many o t h e rd o c u m e n t sp e r t a i n i n  

19 t ot h ep r o p o s e d  sale. F o re c o n o m i cr e a s o n s ,f o rp o l i t i c a lr e a s o n s  

20 I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  wisest d e c i s i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  made i s  t o  d e l a y  

21 t h e  sale i n d e f i n i t e l y .B e l o w ,  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  a b r i e f  s ta tement  

22 of t h ee c o n o m i cr e a s o n s  why t h ep r o p o s e d  sale i s  d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s .  

23 I nr e g a r d  t o  p o l i t i c s ,h o w e v e r ,  I ' m  o ft h eo p i n i o nt h a tt h e  w i l l  

24 o ft h em a j o r i t ys h o u l dr u l e .  The p e o p l es h o u l dd e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  

25 own f u t u r e  t o  t h el a r g e s te x t e n tp o s s i b l e .  TheNa t ives  of t h i s  
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l a n d  s t a n d  t o  g a i n  a t  l ea s t  f i f t e e n  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 1 5 0 0 . 0 0 )  


p e r  person; or t h r e e  m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  t r i b e  i n  t h e  o i l  sa le .  The 


t o t a l  r e v e n u e sf r o mt h eo i l  sa le ,  u s i n g  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  f o r  domestic 


o i la n dt h el o wa n dh i g h  estimates g i v e n  i n  t h e  D E I S ,  w i l l  be 


b e t w e e n  t h r e e  p o i n t  f o u r  a n d  e i g h t  p o i n t  f i v e  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  


A t  t h e s ef i g u r e s ,a n dg i v e nt h et a x i n gm o n e t a t i o np u tu p o nt h e  


I n u p i a t ,  t h e  I n u p i a t ' s  s t a n d  t o  g a i n  less t h a np o i n to n ep e r  


c e n to ft o t a lr e v e n u e s .C a l c u l a t i n gt h e  same way, b u tu s i n g  


t h e  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  c h a r g e d  by OPEC C o u n t r i e s ,y o uh a v et od o u b l e  


t h er e v e n u ea c c r u i n gf o ro i l  sales: b u tt h ea m o u n tg o i n g  t o  t h e  


I n u p i a ts t a y st h e  same. Moreover ,the  DEIS S t a t e m e n t  s ta tes  


t h a t  f o u r  j o b s  w i l l  l i k e l y  b e  c r e a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  oil 


a c t i v i t i e s .T h e s e  are  t h ep o t e n t i a lg a i n sf r o md r i l l i n ga n d  


d e v e l o p m e n t ;g a i n st h a t  are o n l yf i f t yp e rc e n tl i k e l y .  What 


d ot h eI n u p i a t  of t h eN o r t hS l o p es t a n dt ol o s e ?  The D E I S  docu­ 


m e n t sp o t e n t i a le n v i r o n m e n t a ld e g r a d a t i o no fo i li n d u s t r yi n  


t h eB e a u f o r tS e a .A l t h o u g hs u c hi n e p t  a ' s e c t i o nm e n t i o n s  un­


c e r t a i n t i e s  as  t o  t h e  movementsof ice ,  s e a s o n a lf l u c t u a t i o n s  


i nt h eb e h a v i o ra n df o r m a t i o no fw i n da n d  sea c h a n n e l s ,  move­


. .m e n t s  ofseamammals and a i r  forms  of  l i f e ,  many s e c t i o n s  c o n ­
. . . .  

cludethat n o t h i n g  t e r r i b l y  d a m a g i n g  i s  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  f r o m  

t h e  proposed . a c t i v i t y  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  same s e c t i o n s  h a v e  s t a t e ­

m e n t s  n o t i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  are  c o n t i n g e n  

on s p e c u l a t i o n .  I ' m  r e f e r r i n gt op a g e  3 4 5  on a i r ,  3 4 7  onlong 

term p r o d u c t i v i t ya n d  341 o nm i g r a t o r yr o u t e s .M o r e o v e r ,t h e  
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DEIS,  page 78 states  t h a tn os c i e n t i f i cd a t a  i s  a v a i l a b l et o  


p i n  p o i n t  t h e  e x a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  BowheadWhale, e a s t  of 


S m i t hB a y ,n o rt h ew h e r e a b o u t so fc o w so rc a l v e s ;y e t ,t h e  D E I S  


c o n f i d e n t l y  c o n c l u d e s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  o i l  e x p l o r a t i o n  w i l l  have 


l i t t l e  i m p a c to nm i g r a t o r ya n dr e p r o d u c t i v ep a t t e r n so ft h e  Bow­ 


h e a d ,n o ro t h e r  Arctic spec ie s .Al thoughtheGovernmen t  i s  c h a r g e  


w i t hp r o t e c t i n ga ne n d a n g e r e ds p e c i e sa n dt h ee c o n o m i c  w e l l  b e i n g  


of a community, i t  h a s  little h a r de v i d e n c eo nw h i c ht ob a s e  


i t s  care f o r  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  o r  t h ep e o p l e  whom it i s  e n t r u s t e d  


t o .B e c a u s et h ea c t u a ln u m b e ro ft h e s el i f es u s t a i n i n gs p e c i e s  


are  n o t  known a n dt h i si m p a c to ft h i si n f l u xo fm a n ’ sm a c h i n e r y  


a n dn o i s eo ni n d i g e n o u sl i f ef o r m s ,t h e r e  i s  no way t om e a s u r e  


t h eq u a n t a t i v ee f f e c t  of m i n o ri n s u l t st ot h ee n v i r o n m e n t .  Nor,  


f o r  t h a t  matter,  m a j o rs p i l l s . .w i t n e s st h eS a n t aB a r b a r ac a s e  


t e ny e a r sa n df i f t e e nm i l l i o nd o l l a r s  l a t e r .  I fo n eh a sn o t  


c a r e f u l l y  l i s t e d  a l l  t h ec r a c k s ,  s p l i t s  a n da b r a s i o n si n  a n  apartment 


b e f o r er e n t i n g ,o n ec a nh a r d l yc h a r g eo u t g o i n gt e n a n t sf o r  damages 


Such i s  t h e  case w i t ht h eB e a u f o r t  Sea o i l  lease sa le .  I n  short, 


t h e  loss of o n eh a l f  of t h e  BowheadWhale p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  


c o m p l e t edispursal of seals f r o mi nt h e  seas, a c c e s i b l et o  t h e  


N o r t h  Slope, c o u l dh a r d l yb ep r o v e ds i n c e  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  


t h e  actual  numbers of w i l d l i f e ,  n o t  t h e i r  v a l u e  i n  I n u p i a t  e y e s  


a n ds t o m a c h s .W h i l et h eI n u p i a t ss t a n dt ol o s et h e i rs u b s i s t e n c e  


way of l i f e ,t h e ys t a n d  t o  g a i n  l i t t l e .  The DEIS s ta tes  e x p l i c i t 1  


t h e r e ’ s  no c o m p e n s a t i o nf o rt h e  loss of  a way of l i f e .  If I 
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had been. hired by t h e  I n u p i a t  t o  a n a l i z e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f r o m  a n  

e c o n o m i cs t a n d p o i n t ,  I wouldhave t o  recommend t h a t  t h e y  t u r n  

t h i s  one down. I t ' s  a b a dd e a l .  A s  t h e  DEIS s t a t e s ,h o w e v e r ,  

e c o n o m i c a lc o n s i d e r a t i o n sa l o n e  a re  n o ts u f f i c i e n tg r o u n d so n  

which t o  base a d e c i s i o n .O t h e rr e a s o n st h a t  recommend a d e l a y  

of t h ep r o p o s e d  sale a r e :  1) t h eg r e a tu n c e r t a i n t i e s  which s u r ­

round Arctic ice m o v e m e n t sa n ds e a s o n a lf l u c t u a t i o n s .  2 )  the 

r e l a t i v en e w n e s st o  ABSORB t o  t h i s  area,  a groupformed less 

t h a nt h r e em o n t h sa g ow i t h o u tp r o v e nt e c h n o l o g y  t o  p r e v e n t ,c l e a n  

up o i lt e c h n i q u e s .  3 )  so ca l l ed  r e s p o n s et e c h n i q u e s  have proven  

i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  B u z z a r d ' s  Bay a c c i d e n t  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  where less 

t h a n  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s p i l l e d  o i l  was r e c o v e r e d  a t  t remendous 

c o s t s .  T h e yh a v ep a r t l yb e e nt r i e de s l e w h e r e .D e s p i t ei n d u s t r y ' :  

p l a n st o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  4 )  t h e  mere f a c tt h a tt e c h n o l o g y  i s  a v a i l ;  

d o e sn o te n s u r et h a t  i t  w i l l  beimplemen ted .Inthelong  Arctic 

n i g h tt h ee y e s  are s i l e n t .  Who w i l l  wa tcheve ry  move o ft h e  

oil r i g g e r s ?  Can w e  t r u s t  t h a t  o i l  companies  w i l l  implement 

t h e s et e c h n o l o g i e st h a t  are bynomeanscheap? A majorreason  

f o r  d e n y i n g  t h e  lease sale a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t h a t  more r e s e a r c h  

is needed-,to test more o i l  r e c o v e r y  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  Arctic conditions. 

Although o i l  d e v e l o p e r s  claim t h a t  o i l  can l i e  unde r  t h e  ice  

o r  beabsorbed In to  s u r f a c e  snow and  i ce ,  t h eB u z z a r d ' s  Bayex­

p e r i e n c ei n f o r m su st h a tu s u s a lc o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of o i l  i n  ice 

and  snow are less t h a nt h r e ep e r  c e n t .  J u s t  how muchsnow would 

have  t o  be removed t o  wi thdrawtheexpunged oil? I f  t h e  s p i l l  
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wentunno t i cedandon ly  o i l  company p e r s o n n e l  were onhand,  how 

l i k e l y  would-a c l e a nu pb e ?L i k ei n d u s t r ye x p e r t st e s t i f y ,e v e n t ­

u a l l y  t h e  o i l  w i l l  move w i t h  t h e  ice i n  t h e  s p r i n g  movements. 

My b e t  i s  t h a t  a cover up i s  more l i k e l yt h a n  a c l e a nu p .  What 

doyousay?Theva lueofthe  o i l  andgasbur i edundertheBeaufo r t  

Sea w i l l  n o td e m i n i s h  over t h en e x tt h i r t e e ny e a r s .I nf a c t ,  

t h eP r i c e  of o i l  i s  i n c r e a s i n g .T h e  S ta te  of A l a s k a ,t h eI n u p i a t ,  

a n dt h eF e d e r a lG o v e r n m e n ts t a n d  t o  g a i n  more from a d e l a y  i n  

t h ep r o p o s e d  sale u n t i l  r e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o c e e d e d  i n  many areas. 

Thankyou. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Chris .  A r e  t h e r ea n y  questions 

f r o mt h ep a n e l ?  ( N o  response)Thankyouagain .  Is t h e r ea n y ­

o n ei nt h ea u d i e n c e  now t h a t  would l i k e  t o  s t a n d  u p  a n d  t e s t i f y ?  

Please do .  

RONALD BROWER: My name i s  Ronald Brower and I ' m  w i t h  t h e  

U k p e a g v i kV i l l a g eC o r p o r a t i o no ft h ev i l l a g eo fB a r r o wa n d  I 

work t h e r e  as  a l a n dc h i e f .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e a d  t o  you a r e s o l u t i o n  

which was p a s s e dt o d a yb yt h eU k p e a g v i kV i l l a g eC o r p o r a t i o n  i n  

i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  IRA. U k p e a g v i kV i l l a g eC o r p o r a t i o nR e s o l u t i o n  

Number.-79-16..'A. r e s u l u t i o n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  o i l  a n dg a sl e a s i n g  
I . 

i n  the-.B e a u f o r t  Sea. 
I .  _ _  

WHEREAS; N a t i v eV i l l a g e  of Barrow i s  t h ef e d e r a l l y  re-

c o g n i z e d  a n d  c h a r t e r e d  t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  I n u p i a t  p e o p l e  

of Barrow, A l a s k a ,  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A c t  

of J u n e1 8 ,  1934, 48 S t a t u t e9 8 4 ,a n dt h e  A c t  of May 1, 1936,  
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4 9  S t a t u t e  1 2 5 0 .  I t  r e p r e s e n t st h em a j o r i t yo ft h eI n u p i a t  Eskimo 

p e o p l e  l i v i n g  o n  e i g h t y - e i g h t  t h o u s a n d  s q u a r e  miles ofAlaskan  

Arctic who are  o n e ,i n d i v i s i b l ep e o p l ew i t h  a common l anguage ,  

c u l t u r e ,e n v i r o n m e n ta n dc o n c e r n s ;a n d ,  

WHEREAS, t h e  realm of t r iba lau tonomy,whichhasbeen  so 

c a r e f u l l y  r e s p e c t e d  by t h eC o u r t s ,h a sb e e ni m p l i c i t l yc o n f i r m e d  

b yC o n g r e s si n  a h o s t  o f  s t a t u t e s  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  v a r i o u s  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i v e  a c t s  of t h eP r e s i d e n ta n dt h eD e p a r to ft h eI n t e r i o r  

s h a l l  be c a r r i e d  o u t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i be  

or i t s  C h i e f so rC o u n c i l ;a n d ,  

WHEREAS, TheCour t shave  a l s o  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  Acts of 1 1 8 4 ,  

1 8 9 1 ,a n d1 9 0 0c o n c e r n i n gt h ea d m i n i s t r a t i o no fA l a s k ap r o t e c t e d  

a l l  u s ea n do c u p a n c yr i g h t so fA l a s k a  Natives,  i n c l u d i n g  Arc t ic  

SlopeEskimos:and 

WHEREAS, t h e  A l a s k a  Native C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  of December 

1 8 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  d i d  n o t  e x t i n g u i s h  damage claims o r  c o n t r a c t  claims 

o r  t r e s p a s s  claims o f  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  f o r  a c t s  committed on t h e i r  

l a n db e f o r e1 9 7 1 ,  o r  a f t e r ,  b o t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  S t a t e  

o fA l a s k a ,s p e a k i n gd u r i n gt h eS e t t l e m e n t  A c t  d e b a t e s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h eF e d e r a lC o u r t sh a v ei n t e r p r e t e dt h e  L a w  i n  t h i s  way; and ,  

WHEREAS; t h e  Native V i l l a g e  of B a r r o w  and Arctic S l o p e  Eskimo 

h a v e  fileda F e d e r a l  L a w s u i t  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e s e  r i g h t s  t o  c l a i m  

f o r  damages t o  t h e i rl a n d .T h eL a w s u i t  i s  now cal led t h eU n i t e d  

S ta tes  v e r s u s  ARCO; t h eS t a t eo fA l a s k a  i s  a l s o  a d e f e n d a n ti n  

t h a ts u i t .T h i sC o u r t  case i s  b e i n gb r o u g h t  t o  o b t a i n  j u s t -

- 4 4 -
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

, ,". 545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

compensa t ion  from t h e  o i l  companies ,  s t a t e  a g e n c i e sa n df e d e r a l  
. -

a g e n c i e s - f o r  damagedone t o  t h e  l a n d ,  water a n d  w i l d l i f e  o f  t h e  

Arctic A l a s k aw h i c ht h eI n u p i a th a v eo c c u p i e da n du s e ds i n c e  

p r e h i s t o r i c  times; and ,  

WHEREAS, t h ei n h e r e n ts o v e r e i g np o w e ro fI n d i a nt r i b e s  h a s  

b e e na f f i r m e db yF e d e r a lC o u r t ss i n c e  1 8 3 2 ,  a n dt h eN a t i v ev i l l a g e  

o fBar rowhasthedundamen ta lr igh t  t o  suchpowerbecausethe  

Arctic S l o p e  l i e s  i n  S e c t i o n  10 of t h eA l a s k aS t a t e h o o d  A c t ,  

a n d  t h e s e  r i g h t s  a re  a l so  i n c l u d e d' i n  Art ic le  XII, S e c t i o n  12,  

of t h eA l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d ,  

WHEREAS, by t h es o v e r e i g np o w e r s ,t h eI n u p i a tp e o p l e  of 

t h e -Arctic S l o p e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over t h e  o f f  s h o r e  

area of t h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea a n d  o t h e r  seas b o r d e r i n g  t h e  Arct ic  

S l o p e ,a n dt h i sj u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  e x e r c i s e dt h r o u g ht h ep e o p l e :  

a n d ,  

WHEREAS, t h eN a t i v eV i l l a g eo fB a r r o wh a ss e e n  how t h e  Inupiat 

communi t ies  of Barrow, Kak tov ik ,andNuiqsu t ,  as w e l l  as t h e  

Assembly of t h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h ,s t r o n g l yo p p o s eo f fs h o r e  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea e v e rs i n c et h e yh a v eb e e np r o ­

posed.  by- t he  g o v e r n m e n ta n dt h eo i li n d u s t r y .  We d e s i r e  t o  j o i n  
. 

them in .opposing.t h e s e  o f f  s h o r e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  e v e r y  l e g a l  way; 

and ,  . 

WHEREAS, w e  f i n dt h es u b s i s t e n c eh u n t i n go ft h ep e o p l eo f  

t h e  Arctic S l o p eo fA l a s k a  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  h e a l t h  

and  well b e i n g ,  y e t  t h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  h u n t  i s  b e i n g  c u t  b a c k  by 
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ever i n c r e a s i n gg o v e r n m e n tr e g u l a t i o na n de v e ri n c r e a s i n gi n d u s t r i a l  

a c t i v i t y  on t h e  Arctic S lope :and ,  

WHEREAS, o i l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f f  s h o o ei nt h eB e a u f o r t  Sea are 

t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  o u r  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  

a n d  t o  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  i n  Arctic A l a s k aa n dt o  t h e  

p u r i t yo ft h e  Arctic env i ronmen t .Th i sth rea tcomesf romimprope r  

a n dh a s t ya p p l i c a t i o no fm o d e r nt e c h n o l o g y  t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  Arct ic  

envi ronment ;and ,  

9 WHEREAS, t h en o i s ea n do t h e rp o l l u t i o nf r o mt h e s e  o f f  s h o r e  

10 a c t i v i t i e s  d a m a g e st h eh a b i t a to ft h e  Bowhead Whale,andthe 

11 m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s ,  a n d  f i s h  d u r i n g  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n s  a n d  a l so  d u r i n g  

12 t h ed e v e l o p m e n to ft h e i ry o u n g .T h e s ep r o b l e m sa l r e a d ye x i s t  

13 andthey  w i l l  b e  mademuch w o r s e  i f  m o r e  o i l  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  allowed 

14 o f fs h o r ei nt h eB e a u f o r tS e aa n do t h e r  Arctic o f fs h o r e  areas. 

15 NOW, THEREFORE, b e  it r e s o l v e dt h a t :t h eN a t i v ev i l l a g e  

16 ofBarrow 

17 1) O b j e c t st ot h ep r o p o s e dJ o i n tF e d e r a l / S t a t eB e a u f o r t  

18 Sea OCS o i l  and  gas lease sale  s c h e d u l e df o r  December, 1 9 7 9 .  

19 2 )  S t a t e st h a tt h eS t a t eo fA l a s k aa n dt h eU n i t e dS t a t e s  

20 Governmentmustimmediately c a n c e lt h i sp r o p o s e d  sa le ,  as  t h e  

21 tribal government  on t h e  Arctic S l o p e  h a v e  n o t  c o n s e n t e d  t o  t h i s  

22 plan. 

23 3 )  S t a t e st h a tt h eG o v e r n m e n t s  of t h eU n i t e d  S ta tes  and 

24 A l a s k aa n dt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g hs h o u l du s et h e i rf u n d s  t o  

25 p r o v i d e  more i n f o r m a t i o na n do t h e rs c i e n t i f i cd a t ai m m e d i a t e l y  
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a b o u t  all aspects o f  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  o f f  s h o r e  o i l  

a c t iv i t i e s  i n  t h e  Arctic S l o p e .  

T h i s  was i n t r o d u c e da n da d o p t e dJ u n e  4 ,  1 9 7 9  ands igned  

by o u r  v i c e  a n d  o u r  t r e a s u r e r .  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,Ronald. D o  youhave a c o p yf o rt h e  

r e c o r d ?  

RONALD BROWER: I w i l l  p r o v i d ey o uw i t h  a copy.  

( R e s o l u t i o n  i s  i n c l u d e di nA t t a c h m e n t )  

you. Is John here?CHAIRMAN: Thank Carnahan  

JOHN CARNAHAN: My name i s  JohnCarnahan.  I ' m  a r e s e a r c h  

h i s t o r i a nw i t ht h ep l a n n i n gd e p a r t m e n to ft h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h .  

I ' v e  g o t  a coupleofcomments  t o  make o nt h e  area of c u l t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e sa n dt w oo ft h em a p si nt h eg r a p h i cp a c k a g e .  The BLM 

OCS D r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n tf o rt h ep r o p o s e dB e a u f o r t  

Sea lease sale i s  s e r i o u s l y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  area o f  c u l t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e sa n di ns u p p o r t i n gg r a p h i c  materials. Al thoughthey  

i d e n t i f i e dt h eh i s t o r i ca n dc u l t u r a l  s i tes  a l o n gt h eB e a u f o r t  

S e ac o a s ta n do nt h e  Barr ier  I s l a n d s ,t h eD r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Impac tS ta t emen t  made ba re lymen t ion .Theon ly  s i t e  documented 

t o  any degreew a s  L e f f i n g w e l l ' s  c a b i n  o n  F l a x m a n  I s l a n d ,  a n  er­
, , . 

roneous additionto t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  Historic Places.  
. . _  . . . 
. .  . . . . 

L e f f i n g w e l l ’ s  c a b i n  was moved t o  Brownwel lPoin t  by Henry Chamberlin, 

a t r a d e r  who u s e d  it f o r  a s t o r eh o u s e .  The c a b i n  now onFlax­

man I s l a n d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  p l a q u e  o n  it b e l o n g s  t o  

Mrs. Mary Akootchook of K a k t o v i k ,w h o ' sf a t h e rb u i l tt h ec a b i n  . 
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i n - 1922. F o r t y - t h r e eo t h e r  s i tes  o fh i s t o r i c  a n dc u l t u r a ls i g n i ­

f i c a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  located a l o n g  t h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea c o a s t ,  t h i r t y ­

t h r e eo nl a n da n dt e no nt h e  Barrier I s l a n d s .T h e s e  s i tes  have 

b e e nd o c u m e n t e dt h r o u g ho r a lh i s t o r yg i v e nb yc u r r e n tN o r t hS l o p e  

r e s i d e n t s .T h e i rt e s t i m o n yr e c a l l e dg e n e r a t i o nu p o ng e n e r a t i o n  

o fs u b s i s t e n c eu s eo ft h el a n d .I na d d i t i o n ,  two o ft h e  s i t e s ,  

T i g u a r i kI s l a n da n dF l a x m a nI s l a n d ,w i t h  i t s  a n n u a lt r a d i n gf a i r s  

b e t w e e nI n u p i a ta n dB a r r o wo nt h e  west, H e r s c h e lI s l a n do nt h e  

ea s t  a n do t h e r sf r o mi n l a n dv i l l a g e s .T h e s e  were n o t  i solated 

i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  r e c u r r e d  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  d e c a d e  a f t e r  d e c a d e ,  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c o n t i n u e t yo fl a n da n dr e s o u r c eu s es e l d o mp a r a l l e l  

i n  America's h i s t o r y .T h e  a c t  o fr e t u r n i n ga n n u a l l y  t o  a s i t e  

o r  areas,  s t r e n g t h e n e dt h ep e r s o n a la n ds p i t i t u a la s s o c i a t i o n s  

b e t w e e nt h ep e o p l ea n dt h el a n d .  T o  t h eI n u p i a t ,t h e s eh i s t o r i c  

s i tes  are t a n g e a b l el e n g t h sb e t w e e na n c e s t r a lt r a d i t i o n s  and  

t h e i r  c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  a g a i n  

t h eg r o w i n gp r e s s u r e sf o rc h a n g e .I n  a r e c e n tr e p o r tt o  t h e  

NorthSlopeBorough,  William Brown a n d  m y s e l f ,  b o t h  h i s t o r i a n s ,  

i d e n t i f i e d  t e n  h i s t o r i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s i tes  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

National- Register nominat ion .These  si tes were a l o n gt h eB e a u f o r t  
. . 

. . 
Seacoas t  o r  o n  t h eBarrier I s l a n d s  a n d  were a l l  documented through_ -

.,o ra l  h i s t o r y  tes t imony a s  well a s  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  h i s t o r i c a l  

documents.  Of t h et e np o t e n t i a l  s i tes ,  t h r e e  of p a r t i c u l a r  historic 

a n dc u l t u r a li m p o r t a n c eh a v eb e e nn o m o n a t e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  register 

b yt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h .T h e s et h r e e  sites are  n o tt h e  o n l y  

-48-
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



2 are c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  o n l y  s i tes  a v a i l a b l e  f o rn o m i n a t i o n ;  b u t  


3 were c o n s i d e r e dt h em o s ti m p o r t a n ti nt h ei m m e d i a t et h r e a to f  


4 i m p a c tt h r o u g ht h ep r o p o s e dB e a u f o r tS e a  lease s a l e .  The o t h e r  


5 s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  lease sa le  impact  area s h o u l db er e s e a r c h e d  


6 andnominated a s  well so t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register s t a t u sw o u l d  


7 need t o  b e  r e s p e c t e d  by t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ' s  deve lopment .  


8 T h i sn o m i n a t i o np r o c e s s ,h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  a l o c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  


9 b u t  m u s t  b e  p u r s u e d  b y  r e s p o n s i b l e  F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  


10 i na c c o r d a n c ew i t he x i s t i n g  laws, r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  


11 T h o s ep r o p e r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  t h e n  b e  


12 e x c l u d e df r o mt h e  lease sale w i t h  a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n  made for  


13 t h e i rf u t u r ep r o t e c t i o n .  The lease sale  s h o u l db ed e l a y e du n t i l  


14 a f t e r  F e d e r a l  a n d  S ta te  a g e n c i e s  h a v e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  


15 l e g a lr e q u i r e m e n t sf o rt h el o c a t i o na n di d e n t i f i c a t i o no fs u c h  


16 p r o p e r t y .  By f a i l i n g  t o  t r e a t  t h ee x i s t i n gh i s t o r i c  s i t e s  w i t h  


17 p o t e n t i a l  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Register nomina t ion  a s  s u c h ,t h eD r a f t  


18 Envi ronmen ta lImpac tS ta t emen t  i s  i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  


19 byExecu t ive  Order 11593,  w h i c hc l e a r l y  c a l l s  f o rr e f e r r i n g  


20 any questionable h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t y ,  q u o t e ,  " t h a t  m i g h t  q u a l i f y  


21 for nomination.” e n d  q u o t e ,  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of I n t e r i o r  f o r  


22 h i s  opinion.,. to  t h e  S t a t e  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  a n d  t o  


23 t h ea d v i s o r yc o u n c i lo nh i s t o r i cp r e s e r v a t i o n .S e c t i o n  1 0 6  of  I 

24 t h eN a t i o n a l  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  of 1 9 6 6  s ta tes ,  and I 


25 q u o t e ," T h eh e a do fa n yF e d e r a la g e n c yh a v i n gd i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  over a p r o p o s e d  o f  F e d e r a l l y  assisted u n d e r t a k i n g  

i n  a n y - - s t a t e ;  a n d  t h e  h e a d  of a n yF e d e r a lD e p a r t m e n to ra ni n ­

d e p e n d e n ta g e n c yh a v i n ga u t h o r i t y  t o  l i c e n s e  a n  u n d e r t a k i n g  s h a l l ,  

p r i o rt ot h ei s s u a n c eo fa n yl i c e n s e  a s  t h e  case may b e ,t a k e  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e - u n d e r t a k i n g  u p o n  a n y  d i s t r i c t ,  

s i t e ,  b u i l d i n g ,  s t r u c t u r e  o r  o b j e c t  t h a t  i s  i n c l u d e di no re l i g i b l e  

f o ri n c l u s i o n  i n  t h eN a t i o n a l  Register." Theprocedure  se t  up 

8 b yt h e  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i lo n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o nf o rt h e  g u i d a n c e  

9 o fF e d e r a la g e n c i e s ,u n d e r  36.CFR 800,  restates t h i s  s t i p u l a t i o n .  

10 36.CFR 8 0 0  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  may haveuni form 

11 a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register o r  e l i g i b l e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  

12 and .whereau thor i za t ion  t o  p r o c e e d  may s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  t h e  op-

13 p o r t u n i t y  t o  a v o i d  o r  m i t i g a t e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  a c a s e  by case 

14 b a s i s ,  s h o u l d  b ec o n s i d e r e d  as  a u n i t  p r i o r  t o  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  

15 I nt h i si n s t a n c e ,g i v e nt h e  n a t u r eo f  h i s t o r i c a la n dc u l t u r a l  

16 sites i n  t h e  lease area, t h e ys h o u l db ec o n s i d e r e d  a s  a u n i t  

17 s i n c e  e x p l o i t i n g  o r  m i t i g a t i n g  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  a case by case 

18 b a s i s  w i l l  be e x t r a o r d i n a r i l yd i f f i c u l t .  The N a t i o n a lE n v i r o n -

19 m e n t a lP o l i c y  A c t  i n  1969 a l s o  r e q u i r e s  a s s e s s m e n to f  c u l t u r a l  

20 r e s o u r c e s  that m i g h tb ee f f e c t e db y  a f e d e r a lu n d e r t a k i n g .  The . . 
, . 

21 BLM OCSDraf t  Env i ronmen ta l  Impac t  S t a t emen t  i s  c l e a r l y  i n  v i o ­
. . 

22 lationof all t h e  F e d e r a lr e q u i r e m e n t s .  I t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  

23 a t  t h i s  time t h a t  a r e s p o n s i b l e  f e d e r a la g e n c yb eb r o u g h ti n  

24 c o m p l i a n c ew i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  of 1966, theNational 

25 E n v i r o n m e n t a lP o l i c y  A c t  of 1969, a n dE x e c u t i v eO r d e r  11593 and 

_-
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2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

a n ys u p p o r t i n gr e g u l a t i o n s ;e v e ni f  it c a u s e s  a d e l a y  i nt h e  


lease sale. On t h es u b j e c to ft h eg r a p h i c s ,t h e r e  were twomaps 


i nt h eg r a p h i c sp a c k a g e ,p a c k a g en u m b e rt e nw h i c h  was e n t i t l e d ,  


C u l t u r a lR e s o u r c e s .T h a t  map was a s  i n c o m p l e t ea n de r r o n e o u s  


as  t h e  t e x t  t h a t  was w r i t t e no nt h es u b j e c t .T h ec l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  


o nt h e  map are p r o p e r l y  shown e i t h e r  a s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  


on t h eN a t i o n a lR e g i s t e ro rt h o s el a c k i n gs u f f i c i e n ti n f o r m a t i o n  


t o  e v a l u a t e  e l i g i b i l i t y  a re  t e r r i b l y  i n a c c u r a t e  a n d  f a i l  t o  t a k e  


i n t o  a c c o u n t  of t h el o c a t i o na n dd o c u m e n t a t i o no fh i s t o r i c a l  


a n d  c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t i e s  b y  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ' s  T r a d i t i o n a l  


Land Use I n v e n t o r y .W h i l et h ei n v e n t o r y ' s  a c o n t i n u i n gp r o j e c t  


and i s  somewhatincomplete ,  i t ' s  f a r  more a c c u r a t et h a nt h ep r e ­ 


s e n t a t i o no ng r a p h i c  number t en .The  s i tes  on t h e  map a s  l a c k i n g  


s u f f i c i e n ti n f o r m a t i o nf o rj u d g e m e n to fe l i g i b i l i t yh a v eb e e n  


used  a s  t r a d i n g  s i tes  a n ds u b s i s t e n c e  areas f o r  many g e n e r a t i o n s .  


T o  i m p u t et h el a c ko fh i s t o r i c a ls i g n i f i c a n c eo fs u c h  s i tes  i s  


a ne t h n o c e n t r i cj u d g e m e n ts a d l yo u to fp l a c ei n  a f ede ra ldocumen t  


Graph icnumbere igh t ,  labeled Land S t a t u s  i s  a l s ow o e f u l l y  i n ­ 


c o m p l e t e .F a i l u r et on o t ee v e nt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h ' ss e l e c t i o n  


of S t a t e  l a n d  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  


sociologicalconsiderations s c a r c e l yb e g i n  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  multi­


p l i c i t y  o f  .uses of v a r i o u s  s i tes  a l o n g  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a  c o a s t  


a n dt h e  Barrier I s l a n d s .  Once a g a i n ,t h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h ' s  


T r a d i t i o n a lL a n d  Use I n v e n t o r yc o n t a i n sf a rm o r ec o m p l e t ed o c u ­ 


m e n t a t i o n  of l a n du s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  f o rt h e s ei m p o r t a n th i s t o r i c a l  


. 
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a n dc u l t u r a ls t u d i e s .C u l t u r a lr e s o u r c e sa l o n gt h eB e a u f o r t  

Sea coast are n o t  d e f i n e d  i n  terms o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o r  b u i l d i n g s  

a l o n e .  Beyondsuch s t a t i c  material c a t e g o r i e s  i s  a wholepanoply 

o fd y n a m i cr e s o u r c e s .S p i r i t u a la s s o c i a t i o n sw i t hp l a c e sa n d  

a c t i v i t i e ss h a r e db yl o c a lr e s i d e n t s ,s u b s i s t e n c eh u n t i n g ,f i s h i n g  

a n d  g a t h e r i n g  p e r s u i t s .  T r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r  v i l l a g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n dt r a d i n gp a t t e r n s .A t t i t u d e so f  local  r e s i d e n t st o w a r d sN a t i o n  C 

8 a n dc u l t u r a lr e s o u r c e s ;a n d  some, t hewor ldv iew of t h eI n u p i a t  

9 p e o p l et h a ti n t e g r a t e st h e mw i t ht h e i rh o m e l a n d s .T h e s ed y n a m i c  

10 c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a t  s t a k ei nt h ep r o p o s e dB e a u f o r t  Sea 

11 lease sale a n dh a v en o tb e e na d e q u a t e l ya d d r e s s e db yt h a tE n v i r o n -

12 menta lImpactSta tement .Thankyou.  

13 CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,John. A r e  t h e r ea n yq u e s t i o n sf r o m  

14 t h ep a n e l ?  ( N o  response)Thankyouvery  much. A t  t h i s  time 

15 I’ll a g a i n  r e q u e s t  t h a t  s o m e o n ef r o mt h ea u d i e n c et h a th a s n ' t  

16 s i g n e d  u p ,  p l e a s e '  v o l u n t e e r ?  

EMILY-WILSON: My name i s  EmilyWilsonand I ' v e  g o t  a s t a t e -

18 mentfrom Raymond PaneakfromAnaktuvukPassandhewants h i s  

19 r e a da n d  I w i l l  s p e a k  i n  I n u p i a t  f i r s t  b e f o r e  I r e a d  t h e  s t a t e -

20 ment.  . ( I n u p i a t ) .T h e r e  i s  so much t a l k  a b o u tt h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea 

21 oil andgas lease sale .  E v e r y t i m eo i le x p l o r a t i o n  s ta r t s ,  t h e y
.- . _. . .  .. . 

22 a l w a y s  s p o i l  the.groundand mess u pp e o p l e ' sl i v e s .T h a t  i s  

23 why t h ep e o p l eo fK a k t o v i kd o n ' tw a n tt h eB e a u f o r tS e a  lease 

24 sale .  Accroding t o  t h e  map,what I see i s  t h a tt h ep r o p o s e d  

25 area i s  large and  i s  r i g h t  a b o u t  w h e r e  sea mammals migh tbe  

-52-
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99SOl 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

t r ave l l i ng  or on r o u t e .  The v i l l a g e r so nt h ec o a s t  know where 

t h e  sea. mammals t ravel  becausetheyhavehun tedthemfor  many 

many y e a r s .  They know wha tthey  are  t a l k i n ga b o u t .  The f i s h ,  

whale ,  seal  a n do t h e r  sea mammals t r a v e lb a c ka n df o r t ha l o n g  

t h e  coast .  We v i l l a g e r so fA n a k t u v u k  Pass are  opposed t o  t h e  

Beaufo r tSea  lease sale b e c a u s e  w e  g e tf o o df r o m  Barter I s l a n d ,  

B a r r o wa n dN u i q s u t .T h ev i l l a g eg e t sq u i t e  a l o t  ofmaktakand 

f i s hf r o mt h ec o a s tv i l l a g e s .  I t h i n kt h ep e o p l eo nt h e  coast  

w i l l  h a v eb a df e e l i n g si ft h eB e a u f o r t  Sea lease sale i s  opened,  

andmaking a l i v i n g  w i l l  b e  h a r d  f o r  t h e s e  Arctic coast  v i l l a g e r s .  

R a t h e rt h a n  o i l ,  t h ef o o d  i s  moreimpor tan t  t o  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  

Raymond Paneak,Anaktuvuk Pass. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Emily.FlossieHopson? 

FLOSSIE HOPSON: My name i s  F l o s s i e  Hopsonand I ' m  go ing  

t o  read a p r e p a r e ds t a t e m e n tf o rt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g hD e p a r t m e n  

o fConse rva t ionandEnv i ronmen ta lP ro tec t ionOf f i ce .The  f a c t  

still t h a t  w e ,  t h eI n u p i a tp e o p l e  base o u rc u l t u r eo nt h ee n v i r o n  

m e n t ,n a t u r ea n dt h el a n da r o u n du s .  I t ' s  o b v i o u sf r o mo u rp o i n t  
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and the-human- f o o d  web p r o c e s s ,i n c l u d i n go r g a n i s m so ft h e  smallest 

regime. The t o t a l  regime o f  sea mammals, f i s h ,l a n da n i m a l s ,  

b i r d s ,a n dc a r i b o u  i s  a l l  i n t e rr e l a t e da n dd e p e n d e n tu p o ne a c h  

o t h e r .  To d e s t r o yo n e  small p a r to f  t h e  regime i s  t o  endanger  

t h eo t h e rp a r t s .  One b e g i n st ow o n d e ri ft h eh i e r a r c h yo fS t a t e  

a n d  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  u n d e r s t a n dt h e s ei n t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

o ft h et o t a le c o s y s t e m  a s  a w h o l e .T h et o t a le c o s y s t e mp r o v i d e s  

t h e  n e t w o r k  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of a s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e .  

The I n u p i a t  p e o p l e  are  d e p e n d e n to nt h es u b s i s t e n c er e s o u r c e s  

and  w e  a re  a l so  d e p e n d e n tu p o ne a c ho t h e rf o rs h a r i n gw h a t e v e r  

r e s o u r c e s  are a v a i l a b l e .O f t e n  times t h e  human r e s o u r c e  i s  n o t  

d i s c u s s e di np r i o r i t i e s .  We c a n n o te x p e c ty o ut ou n d e r s t a n d  

o u rw a y si nj u s t  a f e wh e a r i n g s .  A l l  o fo u r  local  i n f o r m a t i o n  

i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h ei n t e g r i t yo fo u rc u l t u r e .  You w i l l  have 

g a i n e d  some knowledgebut  it w o u l dt a k eh i s t o r yb o o k sf o ry o u  

t o  know what w e  know; j u s t  a s  y o uh a v ei n d o c t r i n a t e du s  of your  

h i s t o r y .  L e t  u sr e a s s u r ey o ut h a t  w e  aim t op r o t e c tt h es u b ­

s i s t e n c er i g h t s  of t h eI n u p i a tp e o p l e .J u s t  a s  a nu r b a nf a m i l y  

s t r i v e s  t o  l i v e  c o m f o r t a b l y ,  w e  s t r i v e  t o  s u r v i v ef r o mt h e  re­

s o u r c e st h a ta r ei n h e r e n ti no u rl a n da n d  sea e n v i r o n m e n t s .J u s t  

a s  youraise c o r n  a n d  c a t t l e ,  t h e  I n u p i a t  h u n t  a n d  f i s h  f o r  a 

l i v i n g .  O u r  c u l t u r e  i s  NOT e r o d i n g  away as  youhaves t a t edon  

page  339 of your  EIS. We havetakenwha t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  u sa n d  

a p p l i e dt h e m  t o  o u r  way o f  l i f e  a n d  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  o u r  

c u l t u r e  i s  e r o d i n g  away.The material i nt h e  EIS volumes i s  
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based on s p e c u l a t i o n ,  i n c o m p l e t e  s t u d i e s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  h a v e  

been  made f romunknowns .Forexample ,page  3 5 ,  OffShore Perma­

f r o s t .Q u o t e ,“ i n f o r m a t i o no nt h ed i s t r i b u t i o no ft h a wt a b l e ,  

s h a l l o ws u b s u r f a c es e d i m e n t s  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e .  Data a r ea l s o  lacking 

o ns u b - s e a b e d  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r ep r o f i l e s . "  The p r o c e s s  w h i c h  

i s  so s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  b ei n c l u d e d  i s  m i s s i n g ,t h a to ft h ep r o c e s s  

of sea ice  t h a ts h o u l dh a v eb e e ne x p l a i n e df o rd i s c u s s i o n  on 

h a z a r d si n h e r e n to n  sea ice .  T h e r eh a sb e e nn od i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

g i v e n  f o r  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  n o  r e f e r e n c e  material  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  w h a t  

h a sb e e nd i s c u s s e d .P a g e  4 1 ,  quo te ,"Because  ice c o n d i t i o n s  

v a r yf r o my e a r  t o  y e a r  a n d  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h ea n n u a l  ice c y c l e  g i v e n  here m u s tb ec o n s i d e r e d  a s  representative 

r a t h e rt h a na b s o l u t e . "  End q u o t e .T h i ss t a t e m e n ti m p l i e sp u r e  

s p e c u l a t i o n .T a b l e  I I . A . 4 ( e ) l  carr ies  n od i s c u s s i o n s  of modi­

f i c a t i o n s  o f  f a s t  i ce  whichmustbeinc luded  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  process 

c y c l e  of seaice. F i g u r e  I I . A . 4 ( e )  2 i s  incomple t ebecause  i t  

is  b a s e d  o n  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  material andbasedononeyea r  o f  

o b s e r v a t i o n .  Page 4 4 ,  quo te ,"The  greater w i d t h  of t h e  zone 

i n  such  areas migh tpe rmi tl a rge rmovemen t s  of t h e  ice sheet 

t o  occur,although t h e r e  are  no  s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  d a t a  ava i l ab le .  

N o  p u b l i c  datae x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  o r  e x t e n t  o f  move­
. . .. ~ 

ment of t h e  l a n d f a s t  ice s h e e t  a l o n g  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a  coast  d u r i n g  

b reakup . "  End q u o t e .L o c a sd a t ae x i s t s .  The I n u p i a tp e o p l e  

havea lwaystakenheed  t o  t h ed a n g e r so f  sea ice, d a n g e r s  of 

ice  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  several r e s p e c t e d  e l d e r s ,  
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M r .  Horace Ahsogeak,Barrow, states,  quote ,"Theweathercondi t ions 


are n e v e rt h e  same e a c hy e a r .  And i n  t h e  f a l l  time, t h e  ice  


r e a l l yp i l e su p .  The p r e s s u r e  i s  so s t r o n gt h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  


t h a tc a nw i t h s t a n d  it. E s p e c i a l l yo nt h es h o r eo ft h es a n d s p i t s . '  


I nt h ew o r d so f  M r .  O t i s  Ahkivgak ,quote ,"Elderswarnabout  


theyoung ice i n  t h e  f a l l  time b e c a u s et h e  ice d o e s  n o t  a lways  


r e m a i ni nt h e  same area.  Whenever t h e  ice  is  f o r m e do nt h ec o a s t  


l i n e ,  it is  v e r yu n s t a b l eb e f o r e  it becomesve ryth i ck .  I t  leaves 


t h e  s h o r e l i n e  w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  time and  i s  ve rydange r ­ 


o u s . "T h e s eq u o t e s  are  o n l yw o r d so fc a u t i o nb u tt h e ym u s t  be 


s e r i o u s l yc o n s i d e r e di nd i s c u s s i n g  ice movement.The DEIS h a s  


u n d e re s t i m a t e dt h ei m p o r t a n c e  of p r o c e s s e sa n dt h ed a n g e r so f  


ice c o n d i t i o n s .  On page 4 6 ,  majorzoneshavebeendescr ibed  


b u t  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  i ce  zones  a re  v e r yd a n g e r o u s  


i s  absu rd .Forexample ,  it h a sb e e ns t a t e do np a g e  4 6 ,  t h a t ,  


q u o t e ," h a z a r d sr e l a t e d  t o  Zone II are  somewhat g r e a t e rt h a n  


t h o s e  re la ted t o  Zone I ."  And f u r t h e r  down i nd i s c u s s i n gp o t e n t i a l  


h a z a r d si n  Zone III are s i g n i f i c a n t l y  greater  t h a ni n  Zone II 


because  of t h eh i g hp r o b a b i l i t yo ff l o wl e a d sf o r m i n g .  T h e s e  


s t a t e m e n t s  t e l l s  u s  of t h em a g n i t u d e  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  


t h a t  would be prede te rminedby  ice movement, t hewindand  t h e  


c u r r e n t . .  . O u r  peop lehaveseenwha tcanandcou ldhappendur ing  


a s t o r m  when t h e  ice s ta r t s  p i l i n gu p .  We have  a l so  some sig­


n i f i c a n tf a c t sa b o u tt h e  Barr ier  I s l a n d s .T h el a g o o n sa n dB a r r i e r  


I s l a n d s  are  b i o l o g i c a l l y  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e ,  a s  h a sb e e ns t a t e d  
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onpage 56, q u o t e ,  "Barrier I s l a n d s  are s u b j e c t e dt or a p i de r o s i o n  


and  can. be  e x t e n s i v e l yr e s h a p e dd u r i n g  storms." We haveheard  


o u re l d e r st a l ko ft h ei m p o r t a n c eo ft h e  Barrier I s l a n d s .F o r  


example,  Sam KunakannaofNuiqsutdur ingthe  OCS p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  


d u r i n gt h eE l d e r s 'C o n f e r e n c e ,  1 9 7 8 ,  s tates,  "Thewhole area 


i s  usedby all k i n d s  of a n i m a ll i f e .  The area i s  a v e r yd e l i c a t e  


one .There  i s  anabundance of b i r d sn e s t i n ga n dm o l t i n go nt h o s e  


i s l a n d s .  We s t i l l  dependvery  much o nt h eo c e a n ,r i v e r s ,l a k e s  


a n dt h e  Barrier I s l a n d s . "  We have also h e a r dt e s t i m o n i e sf r o m  


v i l l a g e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h ei n h e r e n t  d a n g e r s  of ice p i l e  upover  


t h e  Barrier I s l a n d s .  T i m e  and  time a g a i nd u r i n gt h ep u b l i c  hearing 


a t  Kak tov ik ,Nu iqsu tandFa i rbanks  it h a sb e e nb r o u g h tu pt h a t  


t h eI n u p i a tp e o p l ed e p e n du p o nt h er e s o u r c e s  of t h el a n da n d  


t h e  sea. The t o t a l  ecosys t em is  a l l  i n t e rr e l a t e d .  We have 


h e a r de x a m p l e so fw h a tt h et u r b u l e n t  sea ice cando.  We know 


t h es t r e n g t ho ft h em o v i n g  ice.  I ny o u r  own words,  a s  s t a t e d  


i n  t h e  DEIS, page  4 6 ,  q u o t e ," S t r u c t u r e sp l a c e di nt h i sz o n e  


w i l l  i n t e r a c tw i t hm a j o rr i d g ef o r m a t i o n s ,w h e r e a s  ice  i s l a n d  


a n df l o e b e r gi n c u r s i o n s  are  e n t i r e l yp o s s i b l e . "  End q u o t e .  Examples 


of pressure r idgemovementsand ice o v e r r u n s  were t e s t i f i e d  by 


b o t h  v i l 1 a g e s  b y  p e o p l e  who, t h e m s e l v e s ,h a se x p e r i e n c e d  or know 


of these storm surges .Examplesofwhathasa l readyhappened  


t o  some of o u r  r e s o u r c e s  i m p a c t e d  f r o m  p a s t  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  o i l  


development  were g i v e n .Q u o t e ," A v a i l a b l ep u b l i ci n f o r m a t i o n  


on p o t e n t i a l  n a t u r a l  h a z a r d s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  BLM NOAA OCS program 
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h a s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  


t y p e s  of p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  i n  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h ep r o p o s e d  lease 


area. And I h a v ef o rp u r p o s e so fb e i n gs h o r t ,c u to f f .T h o s e  


are  r e fe rencedonpage  3 7 .  I n f o r m a t i o n  i s  l a c k i n g  t o  make specific 


c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  t o  make f u r t h e rc o n c l u s i o n sf r o ma s s u m p t i o n s .  


I t  is  e v i d e n tf r o mt h e s es t a t e m e n t so fu n k n o w n s ,s h o u l dh a v e  


b e e ni n c l u d e d  i nt h e  DEIS b u tt h e yw e r e n ' t  f o r  t h ep u r p o s e s  o f  


havingsometh ingdonebecause  it w a s n ' tr e q u i r e do ft h e m .  Con­


c l u s i o n s  are b a s e do ns p e c u l a t i o n .T h i s  i s  t h ek i n d  of information 


t h a t  l e a d s  t o  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a l i t i e s  a n d  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  


o fd a t a .  Our l o c a ld a t ap r o v e st h a tw h a t  i s  i n c l u d e di nt h e  


DEIS is  p u r e l ys p e c u l a t i o n .  The most i n c o m p l e t ea n di n a c c u r a t e  


d a t a  i s  i nt h e  Volume III, G r a p h i cS e c t i o n .E v e nt h ed a t a  re­

~~ 

f e r e n c e dt ot h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h  i s  incomple t eandmiscons t rued  

Forexample ,ongraph ic  8 ,  o n l y  b l a c kd o t so n  t h ec o a s t l i n e  show 

s i tes  o fs i g n i f i c a n c eb u tt h e r e  i s  n o tb a c k u pd a t a ,w h i c hs h o u l d  

h a v eb e e nu s e df o ri n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  map. Thisshowsyou 

t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  e f f o r t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  

w h i l ei nt h ep r o c e s so fp u t t i n gt h e  DEIS t o g e t h e r .  One o ft h e  

r e a s o n s  g i v e n  for f a i l i n g  t o  i n c l u d ed a t ao nf o o d  web r e l a t i o n -

s h i p s  is,quote, " b e c a u s eo ft h ef r a g m e n t a r yn a t u r eo ft h e  lit­
- ,. -. 

e r a t u r e , "  N o  doubt t h a t  o u r  mammals, w i l d l i f e ,f i s ha n db i r d s ,  

o u r  b a s i s  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e  w i l l  b ea d v e r s e l ya f f e c t e d  

by t h i s  p r o p o s e d  lease sale a n dt h o s ei m p a c t s  w i l l  b eu n a v o i d a b l e .  

Q u o t e ," U n a v o i d a b l ee f f e c tw o u l db e  a f u r t h e r  e r o s i o n  o f  t h e  
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s u b s i s t e n c el i f e s t y l e . "T h i s  i s  i n f r i n g e m e n to ft h er i g h t so f  


t h e  I n u p i a t  p e o p l e  t o  s u r v i v eo f f  t h e  l a n da n d  ice  envi ronment .  


F u r t h e r  f i n d i n g s  of i m p a c t st h a tt h e  D E I S  h a s  s t a t e d  i n c l u d e s ,  


page  333,  quote ,"Mar ine  organisms i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a  a re  c a p a b l e  


o fa s s i m i l a t i n gt h eh e a v y  metals andpet ro leumhydrocarbons .  


Thesehazardous  materials c o u l db et r a n s f e r e d  t o  p e o p l e  who con­ 


~ 

sume loca l  m a r i n ea n i m a l s . "F u r t h e r m o r e ,p a g e  3 3 4 ,  q u o t e ,  " I t  


i s  f e l t  it w o u l db ea c c e p t a b l e  t o  al lowdumpingof  these d r i l l i n g  


components." When onpage 3 3 2 ,  t h e  DEIS h a s  s t a t ed  t h a t ,q u o t e ,  


"The e f f e c t s  a n d  a c c u m u l a t i o n  ra tes  o f  d r i l l  muds a n d  c u t t i n g s  


upon t h e  nea r  sho reenv i ronmen t  a r e  n o t  well known."Furthermore,  


page 1 9 3 ,  "Of d e f i n i t ec o n c e r nt ot h eh i g h e rt r o p h i c  l eve ls  i n  


t h e  m a r i n ef o o dc h a i n ,i n c l u d i n g  man, i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of up take  


h y d r o c a r b o n s ,e s p e c i a l l yi nc a r c i n o g e n i cf o r m ,i nb e n t h i co r g a n i s m  


F u r t h e r ,t h a t ,p a g e  1 9 1 ,  q u o t e ," E x p l o r a t i o na c t i v i t i e sc a u s i n g  


i m p a c t su p o nt h eb e n t h i cc o m m u n i t i e si n c l u d et h ed i s c h a r g e  of 


d r i l l i n g  muds a n d  d r i l l  c u t t i n g s ,  d r e d g i n g  f o r  a r t i f i c i a l  i s l a n d s ,  


a n d  b u r i a l  of b e n t h a s  d u e  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  i s l a n d  


F u r t h e re f f e c t si n c l u d e ,q u o t e ," T h ep h y s i c a le f f e c t so fa no i l  


spill i n c l u d es m o t h e r i n ga n da b r a s i o nr e m o v a la n da l t e r a t i o n  


of s u b s t r a t e sf r o mc l e a n u pa c t i v i t i e s .I m m e d i a t ee f f e c t so n  


r n a r i n eo r g a n i s m so c c u rf r o m  a s i n g l e  l a rge  i n f u s i o no fp e t r o l e u m  


i n t ot h e  mar ine  e n v i r o n m e n t ,u s u a l l yf r o m  a s p i l l .H i g h tm o r t a l i t y  


of mar ineorgan i sms  may o c c u r  a l m o s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  or  a t  


sometimes a f t e r  a s p i l l . "  End quo te .Theseunavo idab le ,  
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irreversible i m p a c t s  w i l l  happenbecause ,quo te ,"Dur ing  some 

c o n d i t i o n s ,s u c ha sb r e a k u pa n df r e e z e u p ,  o i l  s p i l lc o n t a i n m e n t  

a n d  c l e a n u p  w i l l  b e  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  

t e c h n o l o g ya n ds a f e t yc o n s i d e r a t i o n s . "Y o u ' l lf i n dt h a t  onpage 

3 4 6 .T h e s er i s k s  w i l l  become r e a l i t y  j u s t  a s  i t  hashappened  

i nt h eB e a u f o r tC a n a d i a n  waters. T h e s es t a t e m e n t st h r e a t e nt h e  

l i f eo ft h eI n u p i a ta n dt h r e a t e nw i t hd a n g e r sa n di m p a c t si m p o s e d  

bytheproposed  leasesale. May w e  r e m i n dy o ut h a tt h eI n u p i a t  

i s  g i v e n  a s  much a r i g h t  t o  a l i f e  a s  t h e  rest  of theAmer ican  

p e o p l e .  We must  a l so  b ep r o t e c t e do fo u r  way o f  l i f e  i n  t h o s e  

same terms. The DEIS m e n t i o n st h ei r r e p l a c e a b l e ,u n a v o i d a b l e  

impactson  a c u l t u r e ,o n  a peop le .The re  i s  n od i s c u s s i o no f  

c o n s i d e r a t i o nf o rw h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n .I r r e p l a c i n g  a way of l i f e  

w i thwha t?  Page 3 3 4 ,q u o t e ," C u l t u r er e s o u r c e ss u r v e y sa r en o t  

e x p e c t e d  t o  be r e q u i r e db yt h eF e d e r a lG o v e r n m e n tp r i o rt oa n y  

d r i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y  o nt h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or p lacementofany  structure 

f o re x p l o r a t i o no rd e v e l o p m e n to n  a lease. The FederalGovernment  

h a sa no b l i g a t i o nt od oc u l t u r a ls u r v e y s .I m p l e m e n t a t i o no f  


t h i s  d i rects  a l l  F e d e r a la g e n c i e sb e f o r et h e y  make d e c i s i o n s  


a b o u tu n d e r t a k l n g  a p r o j e c t  t o  i d e n t i f y  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  


may b e  affected We r e q u e s tt h a tt h eF e d e r a lG o v e r n m e n tc o m p l y  


w i t h  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  800 .4  of CEQ P r o c e d u r e s .  


The S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r  i s  mandated t o  p r e s e r v e ,p r o t e c t ,  


e n h a n c e ,i d e n t i f y ,s u r v e y ,e v a l u a t ec u l t u r a lr e s o u r c e s ,s u b ­ 


s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s ,  h i s t o r i c  s i t es ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  
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prehistoric sites, land, sea mammals, birds and wildlife, the 


environment through its different responsible agencies.The 


local public must be afforded an opportunity to participate in 


the rule making process, The State Government has a responsi­


bility through its ownlaws, to protect, preserve,enhance, 


identify, survey, evaluate, consult with local government, the 


cultural, subsistence, historic resources BEFORE any develop­


ment takes place. The disputesof ownership of Stateand Fed-


and
9 eral lands must not be overlooked it must be resolved be-

10 fore any determinations. There have been no cooperative agree-

11 ments to resolve responsibilities and differences for implemen-

12 tation and enforcement of operating standards. We refuse. to 

13 .let the Stateand Federal Government toss around thequestion, 

14 quote, "Whose responsibility is this?" quote, on a way of 

15 subsistence livelihood. With all these siqnificant points we 

16 have made,we want to reassure you that aree standing to-

17 gether to oppose the lease sale and that lease sale should 

be delayed. We will reaffirm our stand thatthe lifeand l i f e ­

fafactor to be consider-19 style of the Inupiat is the most important 


20 ed in..
the decision making. 

21 CHAIRMAN: .Thankyou very much, Flossie. Are there any 

22 questions:?.. (noresponse) Thank you again. At this time, I 

23 would like tocall a twenty minute recess. 

24 (Hearing recessedat 9 : 5 0  p.m. and reconvened at1 0 : 1 5  p . m . )  

25 CHAIRMAN: At this time I would like to hear the statement 
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of Molly P e t e r s o n .  

MOLLY PETERSON: Do I h a v et og ou pt h e r e ?( I n d i c a t i n g  

t h e  w i t n e s s  t ab l e )  

CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

MOLLY PETERSON : My name i s  M o l l yP e t e r s o n .  I was born  

a n dr a i s e dh e r ei nB a r r o w .  And my t e s t i m o n y  i s ,  t h ep r o p o s e d  

B e a u f o r t  Sea lease sa le ,  t o  be he ldinDecember ,  1 9 7 9 ,  i s  s a i d  

8 t o  b e  of N a t i o n a l, i n t e r e s t ,  so I ' m  s u r e  a l l  t h e  I n u p i a t  would 

9 f e e l  v e r y  i n s u l t e d ,  as I w o u l d ,  i f  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  v i e w s  

10 were n o tg o i n gt ob et a k e ni n t oc o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Notonly are 

11 w e  U . S .  c i t i z e n sa n d  as  s u c h ,p a r to ft h eN a t i o n a li n t e r e s t ,  

12 b u t  w e  are  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  p e o p l e  most a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  lease sale.  

13 We I n u p i a t  are i nt h em a j o r i t yu ph e r ef o r  a c h a n g e .U s u a l l y ,  

14 we're i nt h em i n o r i t y .K e e p i n gt h i si nm i n d  and  r e v i e w i n gt h e  

15 Draf tEnv i ronmen ta lS ta t emen tp repa redby  BLM, i t  seems obvious  

16 t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  u s  I n u p i a t  are  g o i n g  t o  be s e r i o u s l y  

17 impacted by any  o i l  development  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a .  

18 The v e r y  i s s u e s  t h a t  c o n c e r n  my p e o p l e  most i n  t h e  D r a f t  E n v i r o n -

19 m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n t ,l i k ef o ri n s t a n c e ,t h ew h a l e ,  a re  t h o s e  

20 l i k e  the f o l l o w i n g :o nb r e e d i n g  areas,  q u o t e ," v e r y  l i t t l e ,  if 

21 a n y ,i n f o r m a t i o n . "  End q u o t e .o nr e p r o d u c t i o na n dg r o w t h ,  

22 “little isknown," onmat ingseason ,"no t  well d e f i n e d .  “ on 

23 l o c a t i o n  of c a l v i n gg r o u n d s ," s c i e n t i s t s  n o t  c e r t a i n . "o n  

24 g e s t a t i o n  of c a l v i n gp e r i o d s ,i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  o b s c u r e  o r  t h e r e  

25 i s  none a t  a l l .  A p p a r e n t l yn o t h i n g  i s  known a b o u tt h e  harm t o  
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t o  Bowheads from o i l  andhydrocarbonsand how t h e  o i l  f o u l s  t h e i r  

b a l e e n  p l a t e s .  . ' A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  o i l  on Bowhead food  

s o u r c e s  i s  n o t  known. A p p a r e n t l yt h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a to ft h e  

Bowhead i s  n o t  w e l l  d e f i n e da n dt h e r e  i s  n oi n f o r m a t i o no nt h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  g r a v e l  i s l a n d s  a n d  ice  c o n d i t i o n so nt h e  Bowhead. 

And a l l  t h i s  i s  on a mammal t h a t  almost e v e r y o n eh a sb e e nt a l k i n g  

a b o u ti nt h e  l a s t  f e w  yea r s ,becausetheyhavebeencons ide red  

n o to n l ye n d a n g e r e d ;b u t  even o nt h e  l i s t  o fd e p l e t e ds p e c i e s .  

S u r e l y ,i ng o o dc o n s c i e n c e ,w i t h  so little d a t a  known o n  t h i s  

g r e a ta n i m a l ,t h eS t a t ea n dt h eF e d e r a lG o v e r n m e n t sc a n ' tc o n ­

done a sale  which seems h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t r i b u t em o s tt o w a r d s  

i t s  e x t i n c t i o n .  The D E I S  m e n t i o n st h a ts t u d i e s  are  b e i n g  con­

d u c t e d  now and some ofthem w i l l  n o t  b e  f i n i s h e d  i n  time t o  b e  

c o n s i d e r e db yt h o s e  who w i l l  b e  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  s a l e  w i l l  

b e  h e l d  t h i s  December o r  n o t .  A great  d e a l  of money i s  b e i n g  

s p e n to nt h e s es t u d i e sa n d ,  as  a t a x p a y e r ,  I would l i k e  t o  u r g e  

t h a t  t h e  sa le  b ed e l a y e di n d e f i n i t e l y  so t h eF i n a lE n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Impac tS ta t emen t  w i l l ,  a t  l e a s t ,  have  some o ft h ea n s w e r st o  

t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  make u pt h el i v e so ft h o s eo fu s  who l i v e  i n  

..t h i s  area..' Iwould j u s t  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  two i s s u e s  i n  t h e  


DEIS'. One is t h eo n ew h i c h  s ta tes  t h a tt h ee f f e c to fg r a v e l  


i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  p a t h  o f  w h a l e s  i s  unknown. I was t o l d  


b y  a n  e l d e r  t h a t  t h e  w h a l e s  f o l l o w  t h e i r  f o o d  s o u r c e  when t h e y  


are  m i g r a t i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e  water c u r r e n t  c o n t r o l s  t h a t  s o u r c e .  


H e  s a i d  t h a t  b y  e r e c t i n g  g r a v e l  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  B e a u f o r t  Sea, t h e  
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course of the current willbe changed and will take with it the 


food source of the whales which, in turn, will change their 


migration patterns. The other issue is that in theDEIS, it was 


pointed out that one of the worst possible effects on the Bowhead 


Whale could be that its population will be reduced by half. The 


Government believes the population
is anywhere from afew hund­


red to seventeen hundred. If this is cut in half, the same 


Government agencies will again blame
our subsistence whaling and 


start imposing yet more regulations and restrictions
on us like 


they did when the caribou population supposedly declined. In 


addition to being in favor
of an indefinitedelay, I would also 


suggest that the Final Environmental Impact Statement be reviewed 


by the people being impacted, the Inupiats; although that alone 


is a tremendous impact in itself. And havinggone, or tried 


going through theDEIS, I feel there are too many reasons not 


to delay the sale date
and the ones I've mentioned are only a 


few. Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you Xolly. At this time, I would like 


Edith Nashoalook to read a statement from a lady in Fairbanks. 


EDITH NASHOALOOK: My name is Edith Nashoalook and I'm 

speaking for' Mary Ann Warden from Fairbanks. She is my sister. 

My name isMary Ann Warden and I'm from Kaktovik originally. 

I have lived in Fairbanks for approximately twelve years.I 


speak for myself and the people who have moved
to the city for 


personal and health reasons. I am urgingyou to listen seriously 
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t o  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of t h e  p e o p l e  YOU saw i n  KaktovikandNuiqsut  

a n dl i s t e n  t o  t h ep e o p l e  of Barrow. What h a p p e n st ot h ep e o p l e  

u pN o r t h ,h a p p e n st ou si nt h ec i t y .B e c a u s e  w e  have moved t o  

t h e  c i t y  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  w e  h a v e  l o s t  o u r  c u l t u r e  a n d  h e r i t a g e .  

Most O f  a l l ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  l o s t  t h e  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  f o o d  t h a t  w e  

grewupwith.  I t  h a sb e e ns a i dt h a tt h ew h a l e ,t h e  s ea l ,  t h e  

d u c k s ,t h ec a r i b o ua n dt h eo t h e ra n i m a l su pN o r t hm u s tb eu n d e r  

8 c o n s i d e r a t i o n :b u t  i t  was e m p h a s i z e dt h a t  man mus tno tbefo r -

9 g o t t e n .  The Inupia t ' smainfoodcomesf romtheseanimals ,Must  

10 w e  b ef o r g o t t e n ,t o oa l o n gw i t ht h ea n i m a l s ?H i s t o r ys h o w s  who' 

11 h a sa l w a y sb e e nc o n s i d e r e df i r s tw h e r e  money is  c o n c e r n e d ,  Mot 

12 o n l yh a s  it h a p p e n e dt ot h eA m e r i c a nI n d i a n s ,b u tt ot h o s ei n  

13 t h e  way ofdevelopment .  We, t h eI n u p i a t s ,  were t h e r eb e f o r et h e  

14 o i l  was d i s c o v e r e d .  We w i l l  s t i l l  b et h e r ea f t e rt h e  money i s  

15 gone. Please c o n s i d e rt h ep o s s i b i l i t yo fd e l a y i n gt h eo i l  l ease  

16 sale  u n t i lt h e r e  are  some q u e s t i o n sa n s w e r e dw i t h  c l a r i t y .  if 

t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  are  t o  h a v e  a n y  e f f e c t  a t  all o n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  

18 t h e  s a l e ,  p l e a s eo p e ny o u r  ears  t ot h o s e  who o p p o s et h e  sa le .  I 

19 know what i s  i n e v i t a b l eb u t  I w i l l  n o tb es i l e n ta n yl o n g e r .  I 

20 k n o w  I c a n n o t  simp t h e  i ce  f l o w  o r  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  b u t  I can  

21 u s e  my voice t o - a s k  you t o  w e i g h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  
. .-

22 c o n s i d e r  the : t e s t i m o n ye q u a l l yw i t hf a i r n e s s .  I c a n n o tc o n c l u d e  

23 withoutcommentingon M r .  Herrera's s t a t e m e n t  made y e s t e r d a y .  

24 I h a v en o tt o u r e da n yo i lr i g sw i t hS o h i o - B P ,b u t  I have  seen 

25 a n dh e a r dt h e  ice f l o w  when i t  was coming.The ice  i s  more 
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convincing any day than whatMr. Herrera said. I am sureif 


Sohio could have theirway, they would like to have the shores 


of Barter Island. And sometimes communication is not always the 


best between the oil companies and the Inupiat. Maybe the person 


Mr. Herrera was talking with was pointing to the animals and 


not the drill. I know for myself that I would rather have the 


animals on the shores of Barter Island any day. As I have
said, 


communications sometimes is
bad and maybe one sided, or a simple 


nod or yes can be made as a statement. Again, I am thankful for 


the opportunity to speak for myself and my people.
I urge you 


again to listen and remember what you have heard.
My prayers 


also go with you. Thank you. This is from Mary Ann Warden. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mary Ann's your sister? 


EDITH NASHOALOOK: Um hum. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank her for us. At this time, I would like to 


ask someone from the audience to speak. I
know I talked to 


two or three gentlemen outside that said they would like very 


much to testify. Molly, would you like to say that in Inupiat? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


DANIEL.LEAVITT: (Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN:. Thank you, Daniel. Molly, would you give us a 


summary of that,. please? 


INTERPRETER: His name is Daniel Leavitt. He doesn't have 


any papers like the other people to give
to you, but he'd like 


to say something. Whenever we hear about something that'sin 
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d a n g e r  i n - r ega rds  t oo u rl a n d ,  w e  a l w a y st a l ka b o u t  i t .  H e  went 

b a c k  t o - w h e r e - h e  g r e w  u p  f i v e  y e a r s . , i t ' s  b e e n  f i v e  y e a r s  now 

s i n c eh e ' sb e e nr e t u r n i n g  t o  wherehegrewup. He w e n tt h e r e  

i n  1919 when he was two and a h a l fy e a r so l d .T h i s  i s  t o  t h e  

east  of h e r ew h e r et h i s  lease sa le  i s ,  t h a t  area i s .  And he  

l i v e s  t h e r e  u n t i l  1 9 3 6 .  H e  r e t u r n e d  there a f t e rb e i n ge m p l o y e d  

when he  came. H e  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n ga n ds t u f fa n dt h e na r o u n d  

1 9 7 0 ,  h ef i n a l l yw e n tb a c ko v e rt h e r e .  H e  s a i dh e ' sn o t  a h u n t e r  

or become a h u n t e r  u n t i l  l a t e . . h e ' s  c o m p a r i n g  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r s  

and sisters,  b u t  when t h e yl i v e dt h e r e ,t h e yn e v e rw e n th u n t i n g  

b e c a u s et h e r e  was t h e  sea, t h el a k e s ,t h er i v e r sa n dt h el a n d .  

The re  were a n i m a l sw h e r et h e yc o u l dg e tf o o df r o m .  He's con­

c e r n e da b o u t  why a l o t  o f  t h e s e  l a k e s  a n d  r i v e r s  a re  g e t t i n g  

t o os h a l l o w .  He's f o u n dw h e r et h e y . . t h e s es e i s m i c g r a p h i ct e s t i n g  

He’s evenseenthem a t  theedgeofTsukpukLakeandhe ' s . . he  

c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  b l a m e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  l a k e s  

w h e r e  t h e y  j u s t  c o u l d  p u t  p a r t  o f  a f i s h  n e t  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  

f i s h .  When t h e ys t o pf o rl u n c h ,t h e yc a np i c ku pl o t s  of f i s h  

f o r  l u n c h  w i t h  j u s t  p a r t  o f  a n e t  i n  t h e  water b u t  now even 

p e o p l e  t r y  w i t h  t w o  h u n d r e df o o tn e t sa n d  s t i l l  d o n ' t  g e t  t h a t  

much; There i s  o n el a k ew h e r ey o uc a n ' tf i n da n yf i s ha ta l l .  

The re  isone t h a t  were a f e w  b u t  h e  h a s  s e e n  t h e  tests goingon 

o v e r  t h e r e  too a n d  h e ' s  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o n ' t  b e  a n y  m o r e  

f i s ht h e r ea g a i n .  TsukpukLake i s  a n o t h e rh e ' sw o n d e r i n ga b o u t  

t h a t ' sg e t t i n gs h a l l o w e ro v e rt h e r e .  The streams, l i t t l e  r i v e r s ,  
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whatever-youcall them, where they shootout from Tsukpuk Lake,

-_ 

4 
a they used tobe able to go in boats in those but they can't even 

i go on them. Some of them less than half an inchof water on them 

4 He's wondering why the water in the lakessoisshallow and he 

I blames iton the tests thatkeep happening after promising that 

t they wouldn't do it anymore, they stillkeep doing it. 

I CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Molly. This Gentleman right here. 

I He s next. 

E RAYMOND NEOKOK: Yes. My name is Raymond Neokok. (Inupiat) 

That's first. NOW, I'm going to read it in English. My name 

11  is Raymond Neokok I'm an Eskimo hunter from Barrow, Alaska. 

1: I'm a hunternot because of pride in the hunt,
I hunt to have 


1: food on my table. How beautiful is your land. White lights, 

14 automatic lights, handsomefood, computerized ecology, scientific 

15 knowledge of how to replace aGod given organ. Flying on a plane 

which I was told, virtually lands itself. Beautiful wonders 


17 within your grasp. All you have to
do is push a button here 

1 E  and one there. How long do you suppose you're going to use 

1s these beautiful inventions? The TV commercials say, just another 

2c generation. Injust two hundred years, U.S. has gained recoq-

21 nition as being a world Power. Two hundred years young and 

22 already old because you fight against Mother Nature.HOW, you 

28 ask? Pollution of air you breath, contamination of food you 

24 eat and sorry wasteof fuel youneed which you have not found 

25 replacement f o r .  I have listened to your speculations Your 
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d a t a  and yourshamefu l lyh idden  l i e s  a b o u t  s t o p p i n g  a n  o i l  spi l l .  

B u t  y o u  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know how t o  d o  i t ,  b e c a u s ep e o p l e ,e v e ni n  

t h e  oil i n d u s t r y  do e v e n t u a l l y  make m i s t a k e s .  You d o n ' th a v e  

t h ek n o w l e d g eo fc l e a n i n gu p  it c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

ofMotherNature ,  who d o e sn o tf i g h tb a c k .S h eo n l y  wai ts  f o r  

you i nt h em i d d l e ,h e rc o n q u e r i n gs o u l .E s k i m o sh a v el i v e di n  

- b a r r e nl a n df o rt h o u s a n d so fy e a r s .  We havehad t o  d e a lw i t h  

a 

9 

11 


12 


14 


15 


16 


17 


19 


20 


21 


22 

23 


24 

25 

MotherMatureand w e  h a v el e a r n e d  t o  go by h e rr u l e so n l y .  When 

w e  make m i s t a k e s ,s h e  i s  q u i c k  t o  p u n i s hi n s t a n t l y .  And some-

times s h e  i s  n o t  too f a v o r a b l e .  Then s h e  starves u s ,  s l o w l y ;  

and w e  l e a r n  t o  r e s p e c th e r  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. When s h e  i s  

happy, w e  l i v ej o y f u l l ya n da b u n d a n t l y .S h ep r o t e c t s  some o f  

t h ea n i m a l s .S h ep r o t e c tt h e mw i t ht e r r i t o r yt h e y  w i l l  u s e  so 

t h e y  w i l l  su rv iveano the rday .Esk imostook  a l ittle l o n q e r  

so t h e y  are  n o t  so numerous a s  t h ea n i m a l s .  We f i n a l l yl e a r n e d  

t h a t  i f  w e  a r e  t o  s u r v i v e ,  w e  m u s tl e a r nt h e  way o ft h ea n i m a l .  

We h a v e  l e a r n e d  n o t  t o  k i l l  so many hea l thyandyoungan ima l s  

a l l  t h e  time. We are  t h eo n e s . . t h e y  a re  t h eo n e s  who r e p l e n i s h  

o u rf o o d .I n  my time, I havelea rnedwherethey  w i l l  be  when 

I wantthem, I am s t i l l  learn ingf romthem.what  i s  more i m ­

portant : ,  I h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  t ake  o n l yw h a t  I w i l l  u s e  f o r  t h a t  

season. M y - f a t h e rh a st a u g h t  m e  n e v e r  t o  s a y  t h a t  I a m  g o i n g  

c a t c h  t h i s  k i n d  of a n i m a lt o d a y .  I havefoundoutonmorethan  

o n eo c c a s i o n ,  when I do s a y  so,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c ha n i m a lt ob e  

had.  I am a raw meat ea te r ,  p r e f e r a b l yf r o z e n ,w h e t h e r  it be 
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w h a l e ' , . c a r i b o u  or seal.  I h a v el e a r n e dt o  l e t  q u i t e  a l o t  of 

it f e rmen t .  I-p u to n  some w h a l e  o i l  o r  seal o i l  and wai t  a w h i l e  

b e f o r e  I e a t  it. A l l  o ft h ea n i m a l st h a t  I h a v ee a t e n ,t h e y  a re  

n o tf u l lo ff a t t yc h e m i c a l s .  They are  no tgaugedandg iven  

v i t a m i ns h o t st ok e e pt h e mh e a l t h y .T h e y  a re  MotherNature ,  

p e r i o d .T h i s  i s  a l l  endangered .Ourmainsourceofb lubber  i s  

i nd a n g e r .M o s t l yb yf a l s ei n f o r m a t i o no r  byfunds n o t  budgeted  

a t o  s tudythemaccura t e ly .Endangeredeven  more so,  a re  t h e  

9 p o l l u t i o n  t h a t  i s  s a d l y  n e g l e c t e d  or  n o tr e p o r t e da n dm o s t l y  

10 h i d d e na n df a l s i f i e d .  I h a v ey e tt o  see a h e a d l i n es t a t i n g  

11 t h e s e  f a c t s .  We are  s l o w l yb u ts u r e l yp o l l u t i n g  c r i t i c a l  h a b i -

12 t a t s  o ft h ea n i m a l s .  On sea ,  we want t op u th o l e si n t oM o t h e r  

13 Natureand  l e t  h e r  lead a l i t t l e .  We t a l ka b o u te n d a n g e r e d  

14 s p e c i e sa n dp o l l u t i n gt h ee n v i r o n m e n ta n dy o uh a v es p e c u l a t i o n s  

15 o fc o r r e c t i n gt h a tp r o b l e m .B u t ,  I am a ne n d a n g e r e ds p e c i e s  

16 a l s o ,  f o r  I have  t o  l i v ef r o mt h ea n i m a l s ,w i t ht h ea n i m a l s  

17 and a s  thean ima l s .Wi thou tthem,  I w i l l  n o ts u r v i v e .M o t h e r  

N a t u r ep u n i s h e st h o s e  who l i v ea g a i n s th e rw i s h e s .  My o n l y  

19 hope i s  t e a c hy o u  a l l  I canabou tMothe rNa tu re .Othe rwise ,  

20 you will-s u r e l y  kill t h e  l a s t  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h i s  y o u n g  N a t i o n  
. .  . . .  . . 

21 of'. the Americans. ( I n u p i a t )_ .  

22 ;. This.:is.'my o t h e rs t a t e m e n t .  My p e o p l e ,  w e  are  a t  war. 

23 We are f i g h t i n g  f o r  o u rv e r ye x i s t a n c e .  Our l i v l i h o o d  i s  being 

24 e x p l o i t e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  w e  elected t o  j o i n  a s  a f r e e  Nation 

25 under  God. Our p u r s u i to fh a p p i n e s s  i s  s toppedbytheGovern-
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ment ' s .  l e g a l  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s .  We, t h eI n u p i a t ,  a re  d i c t a t e dt o ,  

andcontaminated.Freedom o f  s p e e c hh a sb e e ns t o p p e df o r  u s  

because  of S t a t ea n d  Federal Governmen t sexpec t sustounder ­

s t a n dt h e i r  b a c k  d o o r  t a c t i c s  of t h e i r  h i g h  c l a s s e d  b u r e a u c r a t i c  

l anguage .  Our own p r o t e c t o r ,  as  s h e  i s  c a l l e d ,  i s  k i l l i n go u r  

seal  pupsbyal lowing  seismic t e s t i n g  t h i s  y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  

pupp ingseason .Hi s to ry  i s  r e p e a t i n gi t s e l f .  We see, he reand  

now, t h e  same t h i n k i n g  t h a t  l e d  A m e r i c a n s  t o  v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  

o u rb r o t h e r ,t h eI n d i a n s  down s o u t h .  N o ,  t h e y  a re  n o tu s i n g  

gunpower t o  t r y  and k i l l  u s .T h e yu s et h e i r  l ega l i t i es ,  t h e i r  

p r e d i c t i o n s  a n d  m o s t l y  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e  of t h ef e wp e o p l eh e r e  

t h a t  t h e y  are  r e g a r d e d  a s  j u s t  a n  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e i r  p l a n s .  

They s t e a l  o u r  l a n d s ,  d e s e c r a t e  o u r  graves,  a n dd e s t r o yo u r  

food .Thentheyexpec tthanks  when t h e y  are  o r d e r e d  t o  r e t u r n  

what was o u r sf r o m  time immorta l .Judgesneedproof  of owner-

s h i p  when w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  d e e d  f o r  o u r  l a n d s  t h a t  w e  u s e  t o  

f e e do u rk i d s .  We w i l l  d i es l o w l ya n dp r o b a b l ys o o nb e c a u s e  

o u rG o v e r n m e n td o e s n ' th a v et h e  time t oc o n s i d e r  so few. When 

t h e y  move s o u t h ,  w e  w i l l  l i v e  l i k e  bums. We w i l l  a l l  beon 

welfare and we’ll b e  cal led t h a tn og o o dI n u p i a t .  We'll be 

c o n s i d e r e d  lazy b u tw i l l i n gt ow o r k .  We w i l l  become o u t c a s t s  

because w e  willbe o u t  of o u re n v i r o n m e n t .T h i s  i s  some f u t u r e  
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~.. Carl M. Hi ld .  
. .  

C A R L  M. H I L D :  Thankyou v e r y  much. My name i s  Car l  Marshall  

H i l d .  I ' m  a h e a l t he d u c a t o ra n dc o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h ec h i l d r e n ' s  

r e c e i v i n g  home f o rt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h .  I f i r s t  came t o  

Barrow i n  1 9 7 1  t o  d o  r e s e a r c h  o n  Arctic m a m m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

p o l a rb e a r .  I b e c a m ef a s c i n a t e db yt h i sv e r y  f r a g i l e  y e tv e r y  

ha r shenv i ronmen t .  I h o l d  a B a c h e l o ro fS c i e n c e  Degree i nb i o ­

l o g y ' a n d  h a v e  s e v e n  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c ei n  w o r k i n gi n  r e s i d e n t i a l  

programs.  I wi sh  t o  speakintwowayson t w o  i s s u e s .  Firs t ,  

a s  a c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n ,  b i o l o g i s t  a n d  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Arctic 

r e g i o n .  I o p p o s et h el e a s i n g  of l a n df o ro f fs h o r eo i ld e v e l o p ­

ment a t  t h i s  time. When I s tar ted my r e s e a r c ha n d  was l e a r n i n g  

a b o u t  p o l a r  b e a r s ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t  much r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e i r  d e n n i n g  

s i tes .  T h e s eb e a r s  are c l a s s i f i e d  as  endangeredspec ies .Soon 

a f t e r ,  i t  was r e a l i z e d  t h a t  much morein fo rma t ion  was neededabout 

t h i sa n i m a l .A c t i o nn e e d e d  t o  betakenand  it was. Research  

l o c a t i n gp r o j e c t s  d e n n i n g  areas and a l o c a l  agreement on 

t h ec o n s e r v a t i o no fp o l a rb e a r s  was r e a c h e dw i t ht h eS o v i e t  

Union. Now, i f  t h e  o i l  lease goes t h r o u g h ,  w e  w i l l  n o to n l y  

be invading t h e  d e n n i n g  area o f  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  p o l a r  b e a r ,  b u t  

the United S ta t e sGovernmen t  w i l l  be b r e a c h i n g  i t s  ag reemen twi th_-
a far .  larger bear .The Soviet  Union. Many o t h e rf o r m so f  

5 

w i l d l i f en e s t ,d e n ,a n db r e e di nt h ep r o p o s e d  lease area.  Many 

o ft h e s ea n i m a l s  are  o nt h e  food c h a i nf o rt h eI n u p i a t .F i s h ,  

b i r d sa n d  sea mammals must  l i v e  i n  a c l e a n  p o l l u t i o n  f r e e  e n v i r o n -
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to begood food for humans. The fragility of the Arctic environ­

ment isat stake. This is demonstrated in what little will start 

thermal erosion. Black oil and water on the ice may start a 

series of irreversible events that could leadto disaster. There 


are too many unknowns to removing
oil from the off shore area. 


Considering weknow nothing of the forceof Arctic pack ice, we 


do have, withour limited vision,an idea of how it tears away 


bluffs, levels buildings, crushes ships and shifts unpredictably. 


No man made object can stand up to these glacial forces. This 


is the same force that carved mountains in twos and scraped
out 


the Great Lakes. An oil rig, on any kind of pad, will not shun 


the pack ice. We cannot afford to learn
by mistake in this area. 


As an individual concerned with the environment, there are too 


many questions to be answered to even consider off shore oil 


drilling. The second way I would like to give testimony is ain 


professional sense. As coordinator of the children's receiving 


home, I'm at the pulseof many social problems within
the North 


Slope Borough. The Environmental Impact Statement Draftspeaks 


of family income being well below State levels. Unemployment
rates 


are relatively-high. Dollar purchasing poweris less here than 


in mostareasof the State. Eighty-eight per cent of the heads 

of -households..
have less than an eighth grade education. In 

contrast,the Draft also states, the physical and psychological 

well being of the North Slope Inupiat depends heavilyon sub­


sistence activities. Subsistence activities play an important 
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role in Kaktovik. Employed people depend on them for thirty per 


cent of their food needs; unemployed people, from forty to eighty 


per cent of their food needs. Subsistence activities are very 


important here. They are life. At the children's receiving home, 


we note a definite trend. During hunting seasons,our home is 


not busy. Families hunt together. Whaling season brings families 


together. Summer fish camp are fun for everyone. Caribou hunting 


in late fall and preparation for Christmas all aid to the family. 


But take it away,
kill the fishor make them uneatable, destroy 


the snow goose nesting ground, eliminate the whale's summertime 


peaceful environment and the Inupiat will
not have food. Tempers 


will flare, children will be abused and neglected. Few jobs, if 


any, are promised to the Inupiat people. What is said in the 


draft is, quote, "The overall changes cannot be determined
positive 

or negative exceptby those effected." End quote. I would say, 

the people of the North Slope have seen changes already and they're 

negative. The Draft also states,"As for the North SlopeBorough, 

increased revenues will be more than adequate for providing 

the needed increase in service," End quote. Since the pipeline 

was started, there has been three hundred cent increase in 

child abuse. and neglect in the Stateof Alaska. In the past 


three years,. over fifty children from the North Slope Borough, 


who could have lived in a residential program, have been moved 


off the Slope and away from their culture. In this one area alone, 


the increased revenues would need to cover additional social 
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workers; the construction of additional residential homes, the 


cost of keeping childrenat the homes, salaries for the child-


care specialists to staff the homes and much
more. It is not 

worth it. If those increased revenues are put totally to re-

placing the food, that will be l o s s  to the subsistent hunter. It 

may cover for a time butonce the fish are sickly, the geese are 


gone, the whaleare dead or living elsewhere, and the oil out, 


then what? There will be no more increased revenues. There will 


only be scars. From what I've seen and
read, the people of the 


North Slope Boroughdo not want oil rigs off shore. This is 


their environment, their ecological nitch.If the snail darter 


and whoopingcrane can be protected and their home environment 


preserved, then the same should be true of the polar bear, the 


snow goose, the Bowhead Whale and most importantly, the Inupiat. 


Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Carl. Dale Brower Stotts, Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission? 

DALE BROWER STOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Membersof 

the Panel. The Whaling Commission is organized tribal authority 

laws the United States granting thewhich proceeds--from the 

. -

InupiatCommunity of the Arctic Slope with full rights to govern 

. 

thoseessential those things in lifewhich are essential to
t 


we have taken a year
maintain the Inupiat integrity and now to 


seriously lookat the pros andcons that are a subject of this 


hearing tonight. We have taken many long hours, talked
to our 


-75-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-8922 

ANCHORAGE.ALASKA OQSOl  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

shore 

,-

e 

9 


1 c  

11 


12 


12
-~ 
14 


15 


16 


17 


l e  

19 


20 

21  

22 

23 

24 

25 

residents in-thevarious communities here
on the North Slope, 


members of the scientific community, compared their data with the 


knowledge of the Inupiat residingon the North Slope and we have 


spent a long time in weighing the National
interests which have 


been projectedby the various proponentsof the off shore exploi­


tation here in the Beaufort Sea. In listening to various people 


in addressing the many inter related issues, the Alaska Eskimo 


Whaling Commission has come to a number
of conclusions, one of 


which is that this whole hearing is an illegally proceeding hear­


ing. The reason that we
are here is to tell you that we feel 


that the different agencies
of the Federal and State government 


have exceeded their authority in conducting these hearings. There 


is an organization here which is the tribal organization
of all 


of the Inupiat residentson the Slope. And there are procedures 


by which acceptance of these type proposals,
or dismissal of 


these proposals can be reached. Andit is from the basisof your 


approach to the leasing of these submerged lands off who's 


title is in question in omitting from the first stages of this 


act your 
activity, which theoil and gas industry would like,in 

omitting the Inupiat from anyof the early planning, is what we 

most s t rong ly  object to. The people up here have alwaysmaintained 


what their;;forefathers have achieved. And have doneso peacefully 


History has documentedit as well. But not until recent times 


has there been conflict with
the Eskimos' economy and others' 


desires to occupy space and to utilize resources once were
which 
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never under-theirsight. So, we have a major question be re-

solved', which is now some fourteen yearsold..the trespass at 

Prudhoe Bay, which came about from bad leasing tacticsof, at 

that time, a different State administrationand without pro­


tection from the Federal Government for the people here and has 


been a continued plague to the people's minority economic develop­


ment in these regions because that the machinery
of justice has 


not worked in our favor. And lands that could have been reasonable 


leased with total Inupiat cooperation have been stolen outright. 


The intimidations which people feel are very real from the acqui­


sition of lands becauseof multinational strengths and power
and 


given over in a seemingly National interest for a seemingly Na­


tional interest purpose. We begin to feel the oppression of these 


quiet ways that resources exploited, resources are exploited
in 


Alaska. We realize how distant that
we are from the restof the 


United States andwe understand how the economics
of the media 


nave worked againstus in not reporting consistently what is hap­


pening to Native culturesup here. We do not pretend that we 


have not made some progress while the Alaska Native Claims Settle­


ment Acthas given some greater abilities to a Native community 


to achieve theirgoals and their desires. We are still faced with 

the veryunreal, yet real, obstacle. And that is the multinational 


interests in our resources. The special preference given to large 


corporations to obtain access
to these areasover the rights which 


:he Inupiat people have under theirown autonomy to discuss 
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these, these proposals, uh, have been most damaging to the people 

here. Thepolitically imposed land and animal quotas given to the 

people here. Given, not worked out, is what people are mostop­


posed to, is what the Eskimo Whaling Commission would like to 


speak to at an International level. Thatwe do not feel, judging 


upon the past couple years of experience had with our Fed­


eral and State Governments,that reasonable treatment is being 


given to the issues that are most critical to us. It's not that 


the resource couldnot be gained, used, distributed, it's the 


manner in which the resources are being. We've heard from the 


people who's..who stand to be most effected
on their desire to 


lead one way of life, which not that of an employee
of an-oil 

or gas operator necessarily, but that whose livlihood conflicts 

with the activitiesof these operators. And we understand how 

the economic pressures and lobbying which is brought to bear to 

satisfy these multinational desires eventually become incorporated 

into a national trend. We have seen the Trans Alaska pipeline 

and the haul road construction and the total distructionof a 

major fish resourceat the Salminikok River. The destruction of 

the Tsukpuk Lake. Who is going to pay these damages? If there 
,~ 

was some way that we could be assured of a equal partnership, 

I believe the: Inupiat people would willingly address the subject 

of leasing of petroleum rich land. We would also discuss the 

sale of the resourceat prices which people could live with and 

would not try to inflate the precious lifestyleof people in need 


-~ 
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of this oil and gas resource. That is our perogative; that is 


your alternative. The end result, we hope, of your hearing is 


that you will have understood that there are process, procedures 


by which the issues, these issues be addressed without having 


to go through the special interests which bring about the question 


of-leasingto begin with. We have a major conflict with the same 


industries over the trespass at Prudhoe
Bay, yet to be resolved. 


The destruction of their activity,yet to be resolved. And it 


has been fourteen years since their coming. When this is all 


done, we'll probably see three
of four generations of good American 


wasted in trying to pay attention to the details
of their one 


industry's activity. In closing, Mr. Chairman, we'd like to change 


the feeling that, in this Country, we should
not have to fear the 


judge for we don't fear the law. Thank you very much. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. One moment, there was one 


lady that had her hand up real early and I think
we should ask 


her to testify. 


MARTHA STACKHOUSE: My name is Martha Stackhouse. I'm a 

Barrow resident andI don't belong to anyone group and this is 

my own testimony. We are here to discuss a problem of the pos­

sibilityo f  the lease sale in BeaufortSea and also thepossibliity 

of an oilspill.. Let's take a look at other areas which en­. 

dangers lives because of pollution. Thereare reports of large 

amounts of o i l  floating in middle of the Pacific Ocean. There 

are remnantsof tar on the California beachesdue to oil spills, 
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These are o n l y  a c o u p l eo fe x a m p l e so f  o i l  s p i l l s  w h e r e  there i s  

n o t  even a d a n g e r  of moving Arctic p o l a r  ice  c o n d i t i o n s .T h e r e  

are m o r ep o l l u t i o np r o b l e m sd u et o  smog created by cars  i n  t h e  

l a r g e  c i t i e s  w h i c hc a u s el u n gc a n c e r .  Most of t h e  p e o p l ei n  t h e  

Lower 4 8  e a t  store bough tfoodswhich  are so f u l l  o f  p r e s e r v a t i v e s  

t h a t  a f t e r  y e a r s  of e a t i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  f o o d s ,  a l s o  c a u s e s  c a n c e r .  

Rivers a re  a l m o s t  a l l  p o l l u t e d  c a u s i n g  d r i n k i n g  water s h o r t a g e .  

We are  f o r t u n a t ee n o u g hn o t  t o  b ei nt h i ss i t u a t i o n .  Our a i r  

i s  c l e a n ,o u ro c e a n sn o tp o l l u t e d ,  w e  e a t  n a t u r a lf o o d sf r o mt h i s  

o c e a n .T h i s  w e  h a v ed o n ef o rt h o u s a n d s  of y e a r s ,l i v i n gi n  har­

mony w i t h  n a t u r e .  Now, t h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e sw a n tt od r i l lo f fs h o r e  

and some haveeven s ta r ted  w i t h o u to u rp e r m i s s i o n ,w h i c h ,i n  f a c t ,  

e n d a n g e r so u r  l i ves .  A s  I v i e wt h ew o r l dt o d a y ,  I see a s a d  s i t ­

u a t i o nw h i c he n d a n g e r s  t h e  wholewor ld .  We are  r u i n i n g  t h e  a i r ,  

t h e  o c e a n sa n dt h e  r ivers.  Theecosystem i s  broken.Theysay 

t h a t  t h i s  o i l  i s  b a d l yn e e d e d ,b u t  w e  d o n ' tr e a l l yn e e d  i t .  T h e r e  

a re  o t h e ra l t e r n a t i v e s .T h e r e  i s  s o l a re n e r g yw h i c hc a n  be used  

19 f o r  a l m o s ta n t h i n g .  No p u l l u t i o ni n v o l v e d .  Steam c o u l d  be used 

20 f o r  carsand 
. 
for o u r  area,  there. i s  t h e  powerofthewind.  T h e  

. 
.' 

21 n a t u r a lr e n e w a b l es o u r c e  fo r  modernconveniences .Ourances tors  
. .  . 

22 u s e  circularhomes f o r  t h o u s a n d so fy e a r sw h i c hc o u l d  be t h e  . .  

23 b e s t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  homesup here and  uhm., w e  c o u l d  b u i l d  t h e  

24 dome houses ,wh ich  are  by f a r  c h e a p e rt h a nt h er e c t a n g u l a r  ones  

25 and a l so  u s e  less h e a t  j u s t  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is c i r c u l a r .  
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These alternatives are  p r o  l i f e ,  p r o  human. We d on o tw a n tt o  

p o l l u t e .  ourocean, o u r  a i r  a n do u rr i v e r s .  We d on o tw a n tt h e  

a n i m a l s  t o  d i eb e c a u s eo fo i ls p i l l s .T h e r e  i s  t a l ko fe n d a n g e r e d  

whales  l a s t  y e a r ,t h e r e f o r et h e r e  was a limited wha lehun t .  Who 

i s  r e a l l ye n d a n g e r i n gt h ew h a l e ?  The I n u p i a tp e o p l e ?  O r  t h e  o i l  

companies? We h u n ta n du s ee v e r y b i to ft h ew h a l e .  To m e ,  i t  i s  

t h eo i lc o m p a n i e s  who e n d a n g e rt h eo c e a n  mammals, f i s h ,m i g r a t o r y  

b i r d sa n d  human l i f e  i t s e l f .  

you v e r y  much,CHAIRMAN: Thank Martha. Yes S i r ?  

DON LONG: My name i s  Don Long. I ' m  w i t h  Arctic S l o p e  

Reg iona lCorpora t ionandwi ththeNor thS lopeBoroughAssembly .  

The re  are  several p e o p l eh e r ef r o m  smaller v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w o u l d  

l i k et oh a v e  a c o u p l e  moments he re ,havecomment sto  make .  I ' d  

l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e ,  f i r s t ,  Lorrie K i n g i ka n dR o g e rS i l o o k ,J o e  

Noongwook a n d  A l f r e d  L e a v i t t .  

CHAIRMAN: I ft h e y ' dl i k et os p e a k - -

DON LONG: I t  w o u l db ei no r d e rt h a tt h e y  make t h e i rp r e s e n ­

t a t i o n .T h e y ' r e  from d i f f e r e n t  v i l l ages  f r o mh e r ei nA l a s k a .  

CHAIRMAN: F i n e .  Why d o n ' ty o uj u s th a v eo n e  a t  a t i n e  

come. upand t e s t i f y ?
- .  

., 

:, DON LONG: Okay. you.Thank 
, - . .  -

. . ' ..<-;.*,, , ' 'CHAIRMAN: You‘re welcome.. 

DON LONG: T h a t  was Lorrie K i n g i kf r o mP o i n t  Hope. Also, 
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the 

- representatives,f o r  the record, are Mae and Elim Optulink 


should beput in the record for the presentation. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Don. 

DON LONG: MOW, the next personwe have is Roger Silook from 

Gamble andhe'd like to make his formal presentation. 


ROGER SILOOK: My name is Roger Silook from Gamble, Saint 


Lawrence Island. My education is limited in English but I Claim 


a Master's degree in Eskimo education. That's why I am here to 


say a few words. I’m going tomake my statement very short in 


order to be heard. If I makeit long, none of you willlisten. 


I have no ideaof this environmenthere. I don't know the Beau-


fort Sea, but one thing I know, we are connected by the food 


_. 	 chain all the way from Kaktovik to Saint Lawrence Island. The 

main food isour Bowhead Whale, which migrates all the way through 

Saint Lawrence Island and beyond. Theseuh, oceans, Arctic oceans 

and Bering Sea, contains very delicatelife. It needs long, long 

time to study before oil exploration and test drilling takes 

place. I'm going to tell you an example, what Imean, pertaining 

to Bowhead Whales. We have scientists that didthe research this 

springon a poi-icy using two helocopters and a motor craft boat . .  
>,

which isnotfitting for research. These whales are very sensi­
. . . . . .  
- .  .. ' ,.I 

tive. thisresulted..no whales for Gample and Savoonkut.The 

, .  

whales did not migrate the route they take every year. Instead, 


they migrate past the island the other way because there's traffic 


in our area. The whales are very sensitive inour area. When 
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they migrate south., they're behaviour becomes different. In
~~ . .  

Beaufort S e a  when the oil lease sale is proposed, that's where 

year
the Bowhead Whales take their peaceful vacation every and 


refresh themselves with each other.S o ,  their behaviour is dif­


ferent here. When they migrate, they most likely working for 


themselves, trying to survive. What nature planis something like 


taking a train all the way from Kaktovik, passing along the coast 


to all the coastal Eskimos, take what they want from these marine 


mammals. The very thing I am afraid
of when the oil drilling takes 


place is two things going to happen to these marine mammals. 


Either they relocate themselves somewhere to Pacific Ocean
or 


will they dieout because of the mental anguish. That'sone very 


big thing I fear of. Because I have an experience. We used to 

,-

have a little dog. We love that little dog. He was never hurt 

until one day when he start chewingon a chair, I slap him. The 

poor thing almost died. He never eat for three days because that 

was the first experience he had. The same thing will happen to 

the Bowhead Whale. The whales migrate back and forth. When 

they migrate between the Bering Sea and the Ocean, there 

is a bighall waythey took to migration. The Bering Sea and 
I .  

Arcticis t h e i r -living room, where they live. There s no way 
. . . .  

1 .  . - .  
\ ... 

to makethewhales understand what's going to take place.No­
.. : . 

body will tell them. We will. We will tell the Government what's 


going to take place when they protect these whales. Thank you. 


DON LONG: The next person from the villageof Wainwright 
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is RossmanPeetook and Terry Tagarook. Rosman?. .  

~~ - . I . .. . 
. .  . 'ROSMAN;PEETOOK: My name is Rosman Peetook, Wainwright 

. 
I don't have any resolutionsVillage- CounciI member and so I'll 


testify in my own language. (Inupiat) 


TERRY TAGAROOK: I was going to say something. My name is 


Terry Tagarook, from Wainwright. In the past our ancestors sur­


vived throughthe bitter cold, the bitter winds, hunger and the 


Inupiat people survived. Whatwe don't want is the sale
of the 


oil lease. We don't want the drilling to be
done, otherwise, it 


will just kill off the people like the winters. Coldwinds in 


the past. The Inupiat people will want to survive.The people 


in Wainwright don't want to see that happening
on the sale lease. 


That's all Isay. 


~ DON LONG: Thank you, Terry. NOW, we have Joseph Noongwook 

from Savoonkuk. 

JOSEPH NOONGWOOK: My name isJoseph Moongwook from Sav­

oonkuk. First of all, I would like to say in my own language. 

(Eskimo dialect)Now, I will try to say in English.I'm a member 

of the RAA School Districtfor the past five years. I've been-
in Council f o releven years. I'm a member of the Eskimo Whaling 

, . .  . . ,  . . - .
Commission. I’ve been for the past 

, . - .-;.. . :* . .  
traveling to the villages 

. >. 

all 
five years along the coast in myregion and this morning when 
. .. . ' "-. .. .. .. ' 

, .." . . . . .  

I got into Barrow, I see that we're one. One Eskimo. That we 


could hunt whale, walrus, birds, fish everythingwe could eat. 


So, I'm not new to any villagesor even cities whenit comes to 
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my travels. I know that we Eskimos always depend upon sea mammal, 

birds, fish fowl and all the animals thatwe caneat. That's 

all I can say. Thank you. 

DON LONG: We have, fromPoint Lay, from Point Lay we have 

Amos Agnosoga. 

AMOS AGNOSOGA: My name is Amos Agnosoga. I'm from Point 

Lay and representing the Point Lay Village Council. We're against 

any off shore drilling in the Beaufort Sea although we're a long 

9 ways from where it's happening. Our stores
don't hold any kind of 

10 meat. We have to dependon sea mammals andoil companies don't 

11 have technology for preventing theoil spills. Thank you. 

12 DON LONG: We have Pat Hugo from Anotuvik Pass. 

13 PAT HUGO: My name is Pat Hugo and I'm from Anotuvik Pass. 

14 I would like to commenton the impact from oil industry which 

15 has come up. We just heard it up there about tenyears ago 


16 because we're further in
a n dwe are among thefirst of the Eskimos 


17 to see the impact because we depend
on the Eskimo. The impact 


18 of the pipeline is severe and very damaging to the
land, not 


19 only fishing but also the wildlife habitat in this region.
I 


20 do n o t  . .  knowhowcome our State Fish and Gameis ignoring that 
, . 

. .',.. - . , .  

21  eventhoughi n  their studies they have seen that there has been 
> '  .. . 1. . ., . 

- - .  

22 a drastic changein the migration of the caribou. A decline of 
,.. . 

23 the caribouwhich they thought the Eskimo slaughtered carelessly 

24 after they've been eating them for thousandsof years. All in 

25 one year,all of the sudden, they thought the Eskimogot careless 
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and almost w i p e do u tt h e i rf o o ds o u r c e .  The c a r i b o um i g r a t i o n  
h 

i nm o u n t a i np a s s e s ,u pt h ec o a s t ,a n do nt h e ,  uhm, edge of t h e  

mountainswhich are easier t o  t r a v e l .  And t h ec a r i b o un o to n l y  

t h e  m i g r a t i o n  are l o s t  b u t  a l so  m i g r a t e s  t o  Alaskaand t h e  p i p e -

l i n e  t h a t  g o e s  r i g h t  down t h r o u g ht h e  S t a t e  is a n  o b s t a c l e  f o r  

t h ec a r i b o u .  The peop leinAno tuv ikPasshave  said t h a tt h e  

c a r i b o u  i s  onemajo rhe rdandno t  t h e  three h e r d s  t h a t  t h e  F i s h  

and G a m e  h a sd i v i d e d  them upto .Tha t  t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  F i s ha n d  

Game h a s  d i v i d e d  t h a t ,  i s  t r y i n g  t o  c o v e r  up t h ei m p a c to f  t h e  

p i p e l i n eo nt h a ts p e c i e s .F o rt w e n t yy e a r sI ' v eb e e nl i v i n g -i n  

A n u t u v i k ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  d r a s t i c  c h a n g e  i n  m i g r a t i o n  o f  c a r i b o u .  

The F i s ha n d  Game from t h e  S t a t e  shouldbe  well a w a r eo ft h a t  

b e c a u s et h e yh a v eb e e nu pt h e r es t u d y i n gf o ry e a r  by yea ron  how 

t h e  c a r i b o ut r a v e l s .  Now t h e ya r et r y i n g  t o  i g n o r et oc u r et h a t  

problembecause it i s  n o t  t h e i r  foodsource  t h e y ' r e  wor r i edabou t .  

I t ' s  a m i n o r i t y ' s .  The c a r i b o um i g r a t e s  twice a y e a rt h r o u g ho u r  

p a s s e su pt h e r e .D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e  when t h e ya r eh e a d i n g  

t o w a r d st h e i rc a l v i n gg r o u n d s ,  which  i s  soon t o  b e  a n o t h e r  o i l  

f i e l d .  Then i n  t h e  f a l l  t i m e  t h e ym i g r a t es o u t hu s i n g  t h e  p a s s e s  

b e f o r e  t h e  w i n t e r  sets i n .  And I h a v e  l i v i n g  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  

c a r i b o u  migrateso nt h ew h o l er e g i o no f  Alaska ,  t h a t  a l so  i n t o  

Canada and. we will swear byourword t h a t  t h e  c a r i b o u  was one 
. 

majorherd .There  i s  so much a c t i v i t y  o ns h o r e ,  I do n o t  know 

i f  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  a n e e d  r i g h t  now t o  d r i l l  o f f  shore u n l e s s  

d r i v e n  bygreedandonce a l l  t h e  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  i s  gone i n  t h i s  
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r e g i o n , .  it cannot .becompensated.  A s  EmilyWilson read e a r l i e r  

o n  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  by ourMayor,  w e  a r e  o p p o s i n g  t h e  o f f  

s h o r ed r i l l i n gt h a t ' ss u p p o s e dt o  go on i n  December.Thankyou. 

DON LONG: Okay. We haveone more personfrom t h e  v i l l a g e  

of Barrow, Alf red  L e a v i t t .  

ALFRED LEAVITT: ( I n u p i a t )  

you, ThankCHAIRMAN: Thank Alfred. you, Don. I know 

t h e r e  are  o t h e r s  who would l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  

t a k e  a t e nm i n u t e  recess a t  t h i s  time. 

( H e a r i n gr e c e s s e d  a t  1 2 : 2 5  a . m .  a n dr e c o n v e n e da t1 2 : 3 5a . m .  

CHAIRMAN: I ' d  l i k e  t o  s tar t  t h e  h e a r i n ga g a i n ,p l e a s e .  

Don, youhaveone more pe r son?  

DON LONG: Thankyou, M r .  Chai rman.I 'vegotonemore  

personfromWainwright ,F lorence  Ahmaogok. 

FLORENCE AHMAOGOK: My name i s  F l o r e n c e  Ahmaogok from 

Wainwrightand I ' m  o n eo ft h eC u l t u r a l  Members t h e r e .  T h i s  i s  

j u s t  a r o u g hs k e t c h  I have. I was g o i n gt op r e p a r ea n o t h e r  o n e  

bu t  uh  ...c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a  sale ,  t h a t ' s  o n e  h u n d r e d  mile: 

l o n g .J u s ti m a g i n ef r o m  Barrow t o  W a i n w r i g h t ,t h a t ' sa b o u to n e  

h u n d r e d - m i l e s  and t h a t ' s  a l o t .I f  t h e y  e v e r  d e c i d e  t o  d r i l l  

h o l e s ;  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  o f  h o l e s  t h e r e  andyounever know, t h e r e ' s  
. . 

g o i n g  t o  , b e ,  maybe, h i g h  t i d e s  a n d  ice p i l i n g s  l i k e  w e  used to 
. .  

h a v ei n  some o t h e ry e a r s ,  maybe t h a t  w i l l  neverhappen.  Maybe 

t h e r e  w i l l  neve rbe  o i l  s p i l l  b u t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  o i l  s p i l l ,  that's 

something else. We are l o o k i n ga tt h ep i c t u r ef r o mt h e  good 
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side andthe bad side. Number one, Beaufort Sea sale, no not now. 

/-. 

With o u r  present environmental and cultural impact statements,we 


want at least one hundred per cent that
there be no, so called, 

accidental oil spills. Just in cast there shouldbe an oil spill, 

there going to be a of investigators from our side that will 

give us real good reasons why there's anoil spill. And we will 


also be told that there will never be anymore
of this because 


they've learned fromone broken piece of oil rig or whatever you 


call it. (Inupiat') Number two. (Inupiat) Why are the fish on 


the coast, the Arcticcoast, the Arctic Ocean, why are they dying 


and washed upon beaches? Found dead and some are dying. What 


is killing then? (Inupiat) Three. Why don't we see any more 


snipes on our coast? There use to be lotsof them around until 


I was grown up? (Inupiat) Four. To me, an Eskimo, my dinner 


plate is often tines full
of food from ChukchiSea, that is Arctic 


Ocean. Who is going to take that good food away from my plate? 


Oil spill can onlydo that. That good food will be taken away 


from my plate by some outsiders exterminating the game that our 


kids now eat to survive the cold winter months. (Inupiat) Eskimo 


is not a sportshunter only. Subsistence hunting is something.. .- .  . .  
else. Very-fewof us called Eskimos know the true meaning ofit 


~. 

because in- publicity, we often times readthat, sure, we Eskimo's 
. . .  

are hired too, and we work part time instead
of full time, some 


of us. Some of us, full time, yes. Still, we're living under 


subsistence way of living. Eskimos kill animals to eat, not to 


,-
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I make any big trophy rooms like others
do. If money for them and 

.­

f a m e(Inupiat). And our cultural heritage comes from way back; 

not just only me. White man's food good. We like that too, but 

4 the main diet will not be snatched away our tables. We will 

continue to eat our caribou andour birds as long aswe live up 

E here in the Arctic. Our children will continueon the sameway. 


(Inupiat) We don't want to see any kindof sea lease sale in 


E our life time, while there is Prudhoe Bay and other areas where 


you can pump oil. (Inupiat) Too bad you'renot dealing with an 


Eskimo of Seward days.You know how Sewardwas being teased buying 


11 that ice box while the Eskimos were living in igloos and don't 
-

have any radios and no contacts
of any kind. This, I want you 


12 to know that, thisis a head on collision. We're not agreeing 


14 with your so called lease sale. (Inupiat) That's all I have. 


15 CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Florence. 


16 DON LONG: I'd like to make a final comment. I'd like to 

made their presentation; from Point17 thank each village that Lay, 


18 Gamble, Wainwright. I think there's a mutual interest that they 


19 do object to the lease sale because
of these off shore lease 


20 sales. There’s a, you know, if the interpretation were to be, 


21 rightnow, translated, 
it would come to a mutual understanding

. -

22 
that' t h e ydisagree to this lease sale, for each village and their 

, . . .  

23 people’s interest. And I would like to thank you. 


24 
CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Don. There's a young gentleman over 

25 
there that asked to speak if you'll giveus a moment, we'll 
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get toyou. 


THOMAS NUSUNGINYA: (Inupiat) N o w ,  I will speak in English. 

Why don't you disclose to us Inupiat of what technical concepts 

you are to utilizeon extraction of the oil on off shore? So far, 

you have only told usof the area to be leased.How do you plan 


to bury the pipelineon the ocean floor? How do you plan
to keep 


the oil frombeingbytheicemovement?Thankyou. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Thomas. I will ask you to speak. I 


still have three people
on the list thatI'll get to after this 


lady and then you all can follow. Thank you. 


ANNIEBROWER:(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Annie. Would you translate that for 


us, Molly? 


INTERPRETER: All the ones? All the ones that were not.. 


CHAIRMAN: No, just this one. 


INTERPRETER: Just this one? What about the other ones? 


I think they all should be translated
if any of them areg o i n g  

to be translated. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay. It will take us quite awhile. 

INTERPRETER: There's four of them altogether. No, it won’t, 

CHAIRMAN: NO? All right. Then why don't you go ahead. 

.INTERPRETER: Lorrie Kingik was from Point Hope. His father 

was from Barrow. He spoke first about the whales. Hewas sur­

prised that the whales came early this season. They came i n  

first of March and this was the first time it's ever happened 

-90-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 

ANCHORAGE.ALASKA SSSOl 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

as 

the 

~ thathe Can remember. Ever since hegrew up, he grew up on 

Inupiat-food. Mostly seal. And he mentioned how when he tries 

to eat whiteman's food, he gets hungry quicker than he wouldif 


he ate Eskimo food. And the other thing that he didn't like was 


the data thatwas given on the whale hunters and the caribous. 


The regulations on the caribous. He mentioned how he has many 


grandchildren. His family is large andone caribou can neverbe 


enough for one year. And his comment on the land, he's commenting 


that this area that's
on the proposed lease sale belongs to the 


Native of the North Slope Borough. He used an example, the 


quaint old Native store that Annie tookover, promising them 


that-theywould get more money from their shares in Point Hope 


Native stores but he himself has never received
one red cent out 

,-

of it. And that is why he is opposed to anything like this lease. 

He's opposing this lease because we are just going to be lied to 


again like it has always happened in the past. 


(Rosman Peetook) INTERPRETER:
And Rosman Peetook from 

Wainwright was also here testifying. He was talking about the 

disputed portion of the lease sale areaof there, He's commented 

over that even that portion
that they; there’s a fight of the 
. .  

land even though they’ve never seenit, they've never beenon it 
. .  

. * I* 

whereas-US Inupiat’s been hunting on it since time in memorial. 

There's People buried on it. People that diedon it; might not 


be buried on it, but they diedon it. Probably buried somewhere 


else and he's also against this lease sale.
He says there were 


,-
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1 very great men a long time ago that could probably be..that would 


2 probably have been
called honorableso and so and when the white 


3 man firstcame in, this was long time
ago, they brought manybad 

~4 habits to give tothese people. The Inupiat people are always 

5 surviving. That time they lived. It's a little bit betternow 

6 but now we have to fight for the land and fight our culture. 

7 (Alfred Leavitt) INTERPRETER: Alfred Leavitt, from Barrow, 

0 also spoke. He wanted to thankyou for coming here to hear what 

9 the people have tosay. And he commented that the only you 

10 will know anything about the Inupiat
is by listening to the people 


11 here and he's concerned about his children and their children and 


12 his neighbors and his fellow Inupiats. About..becausewe don't 


13 have gardens like everybody else.We consider the oceanour 

.~~ 

14 garden. We start hunting from April until October for res t  

15 of the winter and that ocean is like the garden.Just growing 


16 like your gardens start growing to feed you people. He commented 


17 also that the animals will
get scarce, whetheron land or sea, 

18 once they start drilling andoil development's out there. He 

19 again thankedyou people for coming here and would you t o  

20 realize'-thateven a little spillof oil will kill like itdid 
7 : 

21 quite-awhileback when there was small spill from a ship
out there 

. .  

22 by Barrowwheremany ducks and many seals were killed. He's 
. ., .  . 

23 afraid the industrywill kill many more animals. 


24 (Annie Brower) INTERPRETER: And Annie Brower's the last 
> 

25 person. She says she'sbeenhearing about this Beaufort lease sale 
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since-10:30 this morning. She's a member of the planning
commission 


and theymet and had public hearings since10:30 on. She also 


compared, like Florence did, how big that area is up there. It 


would be comparable to the land between Barrow and Wainwright. 


on how they've been trying to work
She commented quite a bit on 


Coastal Zone Ordinances as planning commission and howoil 


industry is opposing them. Every little ordinance they've been 


trying to workon has been opposed and here this is what they 


are trying todo for the Inupiat and also for the culture., Be-


as a
cause that was given to the North Slope Boroughpower to 


to
do but theyget opposed every little turn they trydo,also 


being, as she considered, being threatened
by the oil industry. 


There is evidence of
no fish in lakes, even though they're not 

that closeto theocean and he can imagine how much more damage 

will be done to the animals that areon the ocean , The food that 

toto the store towe eat, she commented how even you try go 

buy meat and stuff, how costlyit is and how it doesn't satisfy 

you stomach because youget hungry rightaway, whereas, if you 


eat Inupiat food, it sustains you better, longer. And she wants 


to back up everybody that testified tonight against the lease 


sale because she:is also opposing it;. 


. - CHAIRMAN: .Molly, thank you very much for summarizing all 

those. I agree, we should listen to it all. At this time, is 

William F. Brown here? City of Barrow? 

. WILLIAM F. BROWN: My name is William Franklin Brown, Just 

~-
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for therecord, I'd like to read a letter from Winton Weyapuk,
Jr., 


Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, from Wales,
Alaska. It is 


addressed-to, Honorable Guy Martin, Assistant Secretary for Land 


and Water Resources, United States Department
of Interior. 


Dear Mr. Martin, I am submitting this letter
as written testimony 


for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement hearing
to be held 

in Barrow, Alaskaon June 4,1979.  I feel that both theoil 

industries andour Federal and State Governments areproceeding 


illegally with the proposed oilandgas lease sale in the Beaufort 


Sea. Our governments are putting up for sale oil industries 


are preparingto buy areas that rightfully belong
to the Eskimos, 


who .live along the coast
of these Arctic waters. Those areas 

also belong to the mammals, water fowl, fish, even plankton who 

inhabit the BeaufortSea , They, unfortunately, are unableto 

speak . The only way they would voice their oppositionbyis 

their physical absence if disaster should strikethem, if they 


were driven awayor killed by oil spills, by waste and noise 


pollution. I feel that the Federal and State Governments and 


the oil industries have notyet proven beyond doubt, that the 


activities-oftheoil companies action which may result from 

. . .  . 

the illegalproceedings, will notharm in any way even the most 
. 

lowly. andsimplecreature in the Arctic biological foodchain. 
.I . . ..-

I thank you for the considerationof this testimony. Sincerely, 

Winton Weyapuk, Jr. AEWC Member, Wales, Alaska 9 9 7 8 3  

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, William . May I have a copy to go 

~-
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i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ? .  

( M r .  Weyapuk’s l e t t e r  i ni n c l u d e di nA t t a c h m e n t . )  

CHAIRMAN: Yes S i r ,  you ' renext :  . 
MORGAN SOLOMON: Thankyou, Mr. Chairman. My name i s  

MorganSolomon. I ' m  a member o ft h eC i t yC o u n c i lo fB a r r o wa n d  

I'm s a y i n gt h i s  a s  a conce rnedc i t i zen .  A f ewyea r sback ,  I 

had t h e  p r i v i l e d g e  o f  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  o i l  company inPrudhoeSay .  

There  was a p p r o x i m a t e l yf o r t y - f o u r  of u s ,  f o r  t h e  o i l  company, 

t h a tb ew o r k i n gt h e r e .  We s t a r t e do u t  as r o u s t a b o u t s .T h a t  i s  

e q u i v e l a n tt o  a common l a b o r e r .  Some o f  u s  were v e r yf o r t u n a t e  

t o  b ea b l e  t o  t r a i n  o n  o i l  f i e l d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  i n  w h i c h  I was 

p r i v e l e d g e d  t o  t r a i n  a s  a o p e r a t o r  f o r  A t l a n t i c  R i c h f i e l d  Company. 

D u r i n gt h es h o r tf e wy e a r st h a t  I worked, I l e a r n e dq u i t e  a bit 

a b o u t  o i l  d e v e l o p m e n tp r o c e s s ,i n  my terms. T e r m s  i nw h i c h  I ,  

m y s e l f ,  a s  anEskimo,unders tand .  I watch t h ed e v e l o p m e n t o f :  

Prudhoe Bay a s  i t  i s  today .  I t  s t a r t e do u tf r o m  a small ,  com­

pound i n t o  a v e r yl a r g e ,a l m o s tt h e  s i z e  o fF a i r b a n k s ,g r o w i n g  

a b o u tP r u d h o eB a y .D u r i n gt h o s es h o r tf e wy e a r st h a tI ' v eh a d  

p r i v e l e d g e  t o  w o r k ,  my comrads ,thepeop letha tworkedwi th  me 

2c began t o  resign or t h e y  were l e f t  o u t  o f  a j o b  f o r  o n er e a s o n  

21 o r  another.  Anotherb igcompany,next  t o  t h e  ARCO, which was 

22 B r i t i s hP e t r o l e u m ,  a t  t h a t  time, t h e yd i dn o th a v eo n eN a t i v e  

28 from Barrow, u n t i la b o u t  twoyea r s  l a t e r .  The o i l  companies  

24 had promisedtheEskimos  of t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  

2E j o b s  avai lable  t o  t h e ma n dt h a tt h e s ej o b sw o u l dp r o v i d e  some 

~ 
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incomefor individuals that desires to work there.
We have heard 


from time to time, that they were going to pick
pu other villagers 


such as Kaktovik, AnuktuvikPass, the new village of Nuiqsut, 


Wainwright, Point Lay and Point Hope.I waited five years for 


that to come to reality, but when
I left the oil company, not 


one, ninety miles away from Prudhoe Bay, at Kaktovik, was hired. 


They have hired thousands of people from Lower
48 with oil field 


technology, they callit. Most of these technology,in my terms 


9 today, are maintenance people. Maintenance personell. Heavy 

10 equipment operators andsuch. Very little bit ofoil field tech-

11 nology at that time for Native people was zero. There was privel-

12 edgeto train our Native people, but because they saywe have 

13 limited education, we were denied suchpreviledge. There was 

14 University of Alaska that hadoil field technology, electronic 

15 technology courses which,if the oil companies wantedto do, I 

16 say, if the oil companies desireto hire our local people,they 

17 could have trained through our finer Universityof Alaska. But 

18 no, they hire people from the Lower 48. NOW, last couple years, 

so19 the oil companies wanted Point Thompson sales they could 


20 developthatarea. Today, you have heard my people and of their 

,' -

21 desiresto work 'forthe oil companies, but therehaven't been, 
. _  . :  r . . .  . 

, . <- . ' :  I . 

22 up tothis day, an exchange program so that they can understand 
. . .. 

23 our environmental impact. Their desires is to grab the Beaufort 

24 Sea so they could develop that particular area yet, the oil 

25 companies have denied the priviledge to the Native people to 
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beemployed and because  of t h a t ,  w e  are  h e r et o d a y .  And I would 


l i k e  t o  see t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  hedeve lopmen to fthe  


B e a u f o r tS e a  sales, f i r s ta n df o r e m o s t ,y o um u s tu n i f yw i t ht h e  


NorthSlopeBoroughGovernment .Thisgovernment  i s  a sole res­


p o n s i b i l i t yo fo u r. c u l t u r e .  T h e yh a v ee x p e r t i s et o  manage o u r  


c u l t u r e  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  u s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  t h a t  w e ,  a s  a N a t i v e  


p e o p l et o d a y ,h a v es t r u g g l e dt ok e e pa n dm a i n t a i n .  I would l i k e  


8 t o  a d d r e s sa n dc o n c l u d et h a t  w e  a re  n o ta g a i n s ta n yd e v e l o p m e n t ;  

9 b u t  w e  would l i k e  t o  see o u rp e o p l eg i v e nt h e  same p r i v e l e d g ei n  

10 a l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  of thedeve lopmen t  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

11 And t h a t ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  work w i t ht h eo i lc o m p a n i e s  

12 r a t h e r  t h a n  a g a i n s t  t h e m  so t h e y  c a n  be t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  way 

13 o f  l i f e  b e c a u s e  o u r  l i v l i h o o d  i s  a t  s t a k e ,b e c a u s et h ed e v e l o p -

14 mentproduced great amountof money t o  t h e i r  p o c k e t  a n d  n o t h i n g  

15 w i l l  b eg a i n e d  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  i f  you d o n ' t  w o r ka n du n i f y - t o  

16 d e v e l o pt h i s  sale.  Thankyou. 

you much,17 CHAIRMAN: Thank very Morgan. Good statement 

18 T h e r e ' s  a l a d yb a c kh e r et h a t  w o u l dl i k e  t o  t e s t i f y ?  

19 LISA VONSEGAZER:My name i s  Lisa V o n s e g a z e ra n dI ' v e  l i v e d  

20 i n  P o i n t  Lay forsix y e a r s  now. Many o ft h ep e o p l ef r o mP o i n t  

2 1  Layhave been i n - t h e  states,  Lower 4 8 ,  o r  i nA n c h o r a g ea n d  Fa i r -

22 banks  beforegoing t o  s c h o o l  o r  hav ing  some k i n d  of t r a i n i n g .  

23 And t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  P o i n t  L a y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r e f e r  t h a t  way of 

24 l i f e .  They p r e f e rs u b s i s t e n c eh u n t i n ga n dt h e yp r e f e rt h e  Native 

25 food .  And over t h ep a s tf i v ey e a r s ,  o i l  companieshave come i n  
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and. talkedof exploration and now drilling in the Beaufort Sea. 


And they often talk about more jobs for the people, more money, 


but the people that have lived
in the State, that have lived in 


a money economy, have returned home because they prefer hunting. 


Money means nothing if there will be no more seals and no more 


walrus and no more belugas. Because that is what they prefer 


to eat and that's their way of life. Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Lisa. 


9 JOASH TUKLE: My name is Joash Tukle. That's, right in the 


10 nark is my born, righton this sideof island there, that's my 


11 born. (Mr. Tukle is indicating map) I stay over there for twenty, 


12 thirty years, still what are eatingfish, hunt animals. No clothes 


13 


14 


15 CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Joash. Molly? 


16 INTERPRETER: That's Joash Tukle. He was born into where 


17 his place was up there and he lived there until he was twenty-


18 seven years old, eating the animals becuase there's no groceries 


19 to buy out there. He says all the animals are where the whales 


20 migrate through. . .  All those islands also have whale boneson 

. . ., 

21 


22 


23 


24 years the whales migration has been different. There
was only 


25 one whale duringone fall that anybody sighted and last fall there 
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getting 

was just.very few that were sighted.And they alsoknow that 


since they never.
got that many whales this spring, that they 

must hunt again next fall and they have no idea how that hunt 

will be becauseof how it's beendeterioratingthrough the years. 

He told aboutnow Thomas Napolak from Nuiqsut met with some 

skin divers out there using compressors, that they were not using 

dynamite but they were using compressors and they didn't do that 

all the time. These guys told him that when, how they're doing 

this and they're in the ears andwater, how it really hurt their 


more sensitive animals ears were
he mention how much . They've 
always hunted whales all along those islands from time ago, 

Tapuk got a whaleon almost this end of the map there and Thomas 

Napolak also got one towards this end ofit. So you will know 

that this is where they hunt whales but with any development out 

there, he can imagine how much fartherout they will be. 


CHAIRMAN:Thankyou.Edith? 


EDITH NASHOALOOK: My name is Edith Nashoalook and I am 


am
an Eskimo born in Barter Islandnot a resident of Barrow. 


And I had read my sister's testimony earlier and it
triggered 

me to.say something. And I think we've been through this route 

before, what withthe limit of whales, limiting the whales and 

. . - * .  

it never
dawnedon me why they were doing that. Because they.. . r : . .. 

were trying to blame the Eskimos for the whale smaller 

and smaller in number, in amounts andI was never awareof that 


Beaufort Seaoil drilling. That was the whole thing, the main 


-99-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
548 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA sasol 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

problemthat is affecting the whales. You know, it’s not the 

Eskimos. And Iam deeply against the lease saleof oil drilling 


on the Arctic Ocean where our main source of food comes from. 


This will and isnow effecting the animals inour oceans. Note 


that I said, now is effecting the animals, because they were 


already drillingat, on Beaufort Sea andI am dead setagainst 


it. Whoever gave them permission to come into
our land and our 


ocean, were not at all thinking of the possibilityof oil spills 


and the effect it will haveon the sea animals. They were only 


thinking of money. Why are the oil companies suddenly drilling 


on the oceans whereour main source of food comes from?Are they 


not satisfied with drillingon OUR land? I don't see why they 


need to drillfor oil, especially on the ocean, where weget our 


food supplies, suchas whale, seal, bearded seal and walrus. I 


agree with Lorrie Kingik when he said that he does not get sat­


isfied with western food. That's understandable. We were brought 


up eating our Eskimo food and
we will continueto hunt and eat 

what our stomachs agreewith. This drilling is jeopardizing the 

Jell-being of each and every Eskimo that lives here, especially 

the elderly, who depend on Eskimo food completely. How would 

you likesomebody to drillon your land, whereyou have livestock 
.. 

and vegetables? What you depend for food? This is what theoil 

companiesare doing right now! They are jeopardizing theliveli­


hood and invadingour way of life, our privacy, our culture. S o ,  

therefore, I am DEADSET AGAINST the lease sale for drilling oil. 
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In conclusion, I'd like to say that what I see here is another 


battle like-at Wounded Knee. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Edith, Sir, would you like to testify 

ARNOLD BROWER, SR,: My name is Arnold Brower, Sr. and I 

live at Barrow. I'm associated with village corporation, village 

IRA, City of Barrow, a member, and also a memberof the North 


Slope Borough Assembly. First, I want to backup the statement 


that the Mayor made. And also stating that the Impact Statement 


was inadequate. We have to be considered in the resources
we 

have here that have been depleting slowly, againstownourwill, 


even though there are EIS statements written up to protect them 


now. They are slowly depleting our resources, the renewable
re-

sources. In 1979, this summer, there isnot one of Federal or 

State to monitor what has been done in exploration for seismic 

for oil. Not one of the EIS has been drafted tofollow. None 

of it has been proven. We have found sourcesof explosives, 

packages in our . Theblastingcaps, dynamite, one 

damage before, thatwe later foundout, there was little come 

back on the fish resources. There's no fish in those lakes 

now. . We will have to add to that. The exploration has been 
. . .  .. 

done: the damage is already done. Who's going to protect 
. .  

them? you’retalking to those people who
are, right now, taking 


in that samearea where the EIS going to be followed even though 


the testimony here has been given
in the areaof that lease 


sale, off shore lease sales
in the Beaufort Sea. I would back 


-101-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE -.277-0922 

ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99101 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

use 

up, one hundred per cent, the statment thatJoash Tukle made 


on whale, In the area thatyou have marked red and blue, there 


are channelsin that area where the plankton
or some food sources 


of the whale have been known. Where the whale playfully are going 


west, all the way from Demarcaction
Point, I have observed with 


the Geodetic Surveyfor a numberof years and all of these where 


we have gone through have whale bones left by the Eskimos, in-


come all the way to the coast
dicating that the whales had zone, 


using the coast zone for feeding grounds.
You also indicate a 


plan for yourselves that these are true statements. I have been 


working with the Coast Geodetic Survey for a number of
years and 


observed the movementof whales during the course of fall. I 


want to bring out that compressor which Joash Tukle
had also 


mentioned, which was off shore, which also, the Department
of 


Interior will claim that they will on that Impactstatement, 


on all the lakesor water that may be considered to be inhabited 


by fish. This year we've found some indication that rivers
that 


where
was blasted with dynamite and evidence in the lakes blasting 

cap material was thrown, in that areaof blasts. I don't know 

how to put thatin..if the compressor was used, these evidences 

would never have- been left in the middleof the lakes. We have  

proofs; we've been there, we've examined them and I thinksome 

of these Federal commitments, State commitments, what evidence
do 

we have besideswords, that this Impact Statement,
so nicely 


worded, that it will beused in this off shore lease sale? It's 


-102-
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

the 

even 

all 

8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


so easily broken and most of the commitments in that Impact 


Statement was taken and put in there, are reassuring that..it 


fools you. To me, the area where the exploration will take place 


is an argument between the Federal and State and the Eskimo. 


to
Eskimo trying to survive and other resources tryinggain, some 


for wealth, some forenergy. Eskimo has claimed from time Ire-


member, all of North Slope to be in their jurisdiction. I have 


never heard one language of an Eskimo to surrender, either to 


Russia or to the UnitedStates, or to have an agreement set in 


writing or in language, that they were defeated or
sold. I think 


this is the persistenceof the Eskimo tribe, that they, ever since 


they talk about this jurisdiction
over the NorthSlope, that 


they have came and told, that it is THEIR land. They also made 


the commitment that they would not trespass, of oil industry, 


the State and the Federal Government combined. And on a 


negotiation basis to endanger the land in search
of this tre­


mendous oil they had found in Prudhoe Bay. The Eskimos still 


claim that it's theirs, through a tribal government.I think 


this should be considered strongly before of this action and 


activity took place, to provide
for, in case of a mishap, some 


typeof an assurance that the livelihood
goes on in the Eskimo 

world ... On any impactstatement, I havenot see,or any promise 

of a mishap, of all the resources of a largemishap, we remember, 


we recall that the water fowl nesting grounds, raising their young 


ones is in this colored map. Most of the migratory animals pass 
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throughthis area and should be studied strongly,
not only for US 


but for the entire North America because these migratory paths 


are all migratory within the North American Continent. This 


is their nesting grounds. This is their home forraising their 


young. This is where they become plentiful, Take that away 


by a mishap,one can wipeout a majorof our food resources as 


an Eskimo. We don't grow any vegetables. This is our gathering 


for subsistence. I think these should be considered strongly. 


The people's statements, most
of these people are asking that 


they be considered strongly. That safe measures be taken in 


this area before this type
of a sale takesplace. If they wish 


to provide it, assure us thatwe go o n in other words,we would 


l i keif everything should happen to empty all the
lands, Russia 


will letus have the resources that
we have so we could live on 


in the same nature not left withouton the North Slope. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Arnold. Mike Jeffery? 


MIKE JEFFERY: My name is MichaelJeffery, I'm an attorney 


with Alaska Legal Services in Barrow and just before I start.. 

isn't it justincredible it’s now what? Before two in the 

morning, toseethis room still almost full and there still is 

a l o t  p o e p l ewho want to talk and not the last witnessor, 

I'm sure, even close to it. I know the interest the people have 
, . 

in this sale and how much they want to talk. What I gave to 


the Chairman,I'm going to summarize my prepared statement in the 


interest of time, but what I gave toyou is a whole groupof 
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documents. I realize that we're talking about a particular doc­


ument and that's this Impact Statement. On the other hand, the 


people of the North Slope have been talking for a year solid, in 


hearings of all different
kinds, about off shore oil drilling, 


be
and I think that that material muston the recordon this 


decision also. The previous conversations have been to the State 


or to a Courtor whatever, but the information contained in there 


is very directly relevantto what we're talking about here. What 


9 you have is a transcript of the Inupiat language testimony that 


10 was given about Bowhead whaling in September
of 1977, the impact 


11 statements that were held here in Barrow.
You have the transcript 


12 of the Elder's Conference testimony at Barrow in May
of 1978 


13 which concerns outer continental shelf drilling.
You have the 


14 transcripts of the Point Thompson hearings
in the villageson the 


15 North Slope andyou also have a set of sworn affidavits that were 


16 filed in lawsuits that were started in
November of 1978 about the 


17 Duck Island well. There's sworn statements from whaling captains
, 

18 from North Slope residents, some of them goingon to sevenor 


19 eight legal pages, for they very carefully note down
it is. 

20 that they are opposed to off shore drilling. YouMUST have that 

21 information also, Some of those people have already testified 

22 for 'you. Many of them haven't been able tocome over tonight, 


23 but you have their testimony there now.Also, in that packet is 


24 the, finally, the original resolution from Kaktovik, which
we 


25 did get copies of. Finally, you have it there as wellas the 
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resolution from the Anutuvik
Pass City Council which they passed 


opposing the sale. You've seen how united the feelings are in 


the North Slope about this I don't need to
...you've seen it 


for yourselves. I want to make clear that you haven't seen the 


last ofme or heard the last from me. We're going to be giving 


you longer written comments about all this. There'sso much to 


say, there's no way that it can even begin to be addressed in 


hearings so what I'm just going todo is address a couple
of 


things and then you'll
be getting some more things in the mail 


before the deadline. What I was going to talk about tonight
are 


basically two points. The industry does not have adequateoil 


spill cleanup technology for off shore work
in the Arctic to go 


on safely, and also, the present laws concerning Compensation 


provide no protectionto Arctic Slope peopleif a spill happens. 


Now, I've attended the hearings at Kaktovik, Nuiqsut
and I also 


heard the hearing in Fairbanks. I heard the testimony about oil 


spill operations that was given
in Fairbanks and, of course, I 


heard what we've heard tonight. There's a kind
of a..when we 


hear these industry panels, there's a kind
of flow that's..well, 

weknow what we’re doing. The rigs are very safe. Maybe there’d 

be a chance,of a spill but evenif there were, we can cleanit 

up andtheres’lots of government regulations that protect the 

people anyway and..so don't worry. Thatwe should just go ahead 

with the sale now. But, when I remember the booksthat I've read 


and the testimony that people have given,
I know that that's 
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pretty-misleading. For example, Mr. Rick Shafer, when, of course, 


he's employedby British Petroleumor Sohio Petroleum Company, 


and he's now president of ABSORB, and he testified in Fairbanks 


and I found his testimony frightening. And the reason is that 


because he was talking about, and as Mr. Allen also said to-


night, we are GOING to develop these plans. We are GOING do 


these tests. We are GOING to look at this and this and this. 


Well, shouldn't this, they talk about we're going to use the 


state of the art technology,
well, what worriesme is exactly the 


state of the art. Now, it seems tome, for example, Iwas, I 


participated in a tour that the AOGA arranged
on March 31st where 


a number of people from the North Slope went to wells, 


the Niakuk well and
the Reindeer Island well and the Duck Island 

well. When I was touring the Duck Islandwell, I talked to Mr. 

Bob Brite who's the Exxon drillingmanager, and I asked him 

about theiroil spill training courses and he said that there 

was no course at Prudhoe. That they train the crews inTexas, 

you know, to deal withoil spills in the Arctic. Well, it seems 

to me that that'snot adequate, And that well had been drilled. 

Luckily, nothing happened. Appendix 11 of the ImpactStatement, 

especially-page 1 3 ,  talks about the impactof Arctic weather on 


the workers -up-
here. Now, if you remember back to the testimony 


in Fairbanks, whereMr. Page asked Rick Shaferif these various 


techniques that he was talking about have ever beentried, and 


then he said, that
yes they had, andone good example of that 


-. 
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was t h e  oil s p i l lt h a th a p p e n e di n  Nome. He was t a l k i n ga b o u t  

t h a t .  And t h e n  when a s k e di f  t h e  o i l  hadbeenc leanedupvery  

much, he s a i d ,a ,  q u o t e ," L a r g ep r o p o r t i o n "u n q u o t e ,o ft h eo i l  

had beenrecove red .  Well, I r e a d  a r e p o r ta b o u tt h a tp a r t i c u l a r  

oil s p i l li n c i d e n t .  You have it i nt h ep a c k e ta n da c t u a l l y  M r .  

Allen was t h eo n eg i v i n g  it t o  you. I t  was w r i t t e n  by Mr. A l l e n  

and was p r e s e n t e d  a t  theOf fshoreTechno logyConfe rence  i n  

H o u s t o nT e x a si n  May o f1 9 7 8 .T h er e p o r t  s ta tes  t h a ts i xt h o u ­

sandgal lonsofnumber  two d i e s e l  f u e l  was s p i l l e df r o m  a f u e l  

s t o r a g et a n ko n t ot h e  snowand i n t o  t h e  ice and waters of t h e  

S n a k eR i v e ri nt h ew i n t e r  of 1 9 7 7 .T h er e p o r tc o n c l u d e st h a t ,  

quote, "One t h i r d  o f  t h e  s i x  t h o u s a n d  g a l l o n s  o f  d i e s e l  o i l  s p i l l e d  

were recovered . : '  End o fq u o t e .P i c k i n gu po n et h i r d  i s  n o t ,  

by a n ys t a n d a r d ,  a l a r g ep r o p o r t i o n .  The r e p o r ta l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  

a l thoughonethousandga l lons  may h a v ee v a p o r a t e d ,t h er e m a i n i n g  

t h r e et h o u s a n dg a l l o n s ,a n d  I ' m  q u o t i n g ," c o n c e i v a b l yc o u l dh a v e  

been l o s td o w n s t r e a mo ft h ep r i m a r yr e c o v e r y  a rea ,  t r a p p e di no r  

l e n e a t ht h e  ice  c o v e rw h e r et h ed e t e c t i o nm e t h o d sd e p l o y e dd i d  

JOT reveal it. O r  s i m p l yr e t a i n e d  a greater  d e p t ho ft h es o i l  

s t  t h e  spill site." And o fc o u r s e ,  when t h ew e a t h e rg o tw a r m e r ,  

t h e r ew a s - b r e a k u pa n dt h er e p o r ts a y s ," D u r i n gb r e a k u p  a few 

months l a t e r ,  some s c a t t e r e d  a r r i d e s c e n t  p a t c h e s  of oil were 

o b s e r v e d  d r i f t i n g  awayfromtheimmediate  area s u r r o u n d i n gt h e  

s p i l l .  The s p i l l  s i t e . "  The r e p o r th a sa d d i t i o n a ld e t a i l so f  

t h e  s ta te  of t h e  a r t .  I t  s a y s ,o n ep r o b l e m ,o fc o u r s e ,o n ep r o b l e m  
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is that w e  have, is locating the oil underneath the ice. At the 

Nome s p i l l ,  the method of locating theoil is, quote, "sniffing 

by nose and by the useof a highly sensitive hydrocarbon sniffer 


or any cracks or open fissuresin the ice surface." End of quote. 


I can easily imagine an oil spill in the Beaufort and there's 


the ABSORB crewsout there on the ice, sniffing away. The Arctic 


wind's blowing by and there they are, sniffing for the oil. Now, 


the Allen paper admitted that the minus thirty degree temperature 


slowed down therate of recovery. The oil recovery rate, quote, 


"for the conditionsbeing dealt with was only two gallons per 


minute.:' End of quote. Since the hoses taking the oil from the 


spill site werefreezine up, quote, "the recovered oilwas simply 


handcarried in five gallon buckets from oil mop to the 


storage container." Now, I've spent more timewith this because 


Mr. Shafer, on two occasions, both in response to Mr.
Page's 


question and also in an article in the Anchorage Times
on 

April 22,  1979, cited this known case as theexample, his example 


of how well, how well the cleanup technology works.How are 


we to draw any assurance from this dismal record?Consider, 


especially, that the Impact Statement clearly states that
if 

the BeaufortSea lease sale happens and the development occurs 

over a periodof years, there is going be a lotof oil going 

into the water. Now recently, we saw again how people cannot 

find oil underneath the ice. The Canadian icebreaker John A .  

McDonald, leased toDome Petroleum, lost seventy thousand gallons 

-
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of f u e l  o i l  underneath the ice from a gash in the side. The 

Anchorage Daily News reported this December2, 1978 , it re-

ported that up to that time, thesearch efforts had failed.I 

recently got a letter from Dome Petroleum, the executive vice-

president, and he didn't tell me that they've found any oil 

since then. He just was sayingthat, well, such a small amount, 

it won't be a problem. NOW, the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement leaves this final workon oil spill cleanup. "Presently, 

containment and cleanup technology in ice infested waters is 

NOT effective due to the physical limitations imposedby the 

environment on available technology. The EIS will not assume 

effective action in case of oilsp i l l s . "  Now again, I can only 

use that statement with the table, III.A.3-1, whichis found just 


after page 171, which shows the predicted oil spill amounts going 


out into the water. So, the Government is proposing to lease 


off shore, they're predicting that large amounts
of oil will go 

into the very sensitive Arctic environment at the same time 

informing us that theoil cannot be effectively cleanedup. Now, 

I'm not saying that that technology could never be developed, 

I'm saying that the Arcticis not the place to start putting up 

oil rigs and r i s k  major spills off shore while the technologyIS 

being developed. The conclusions of the Impact Statementof the 


oil cleanup technologyis, quote, "Not effective" are supported 


by three more documents that are in this packet
of material. A 


Canadian government publication entitled, Oil Spill Countermeasure: 
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can 

where 

~.~ another one is an appendix concerningoil spill risks and clean 


up in the Canadian Beaufort Sea that appears in the book, Oil 


Under the Ice and finally, an excellent presentation
on March, 


1979 by Don Gamble, Director of Policy Studies for the Canadian 


Arctic Resources Committee. Now, what is left is you've heard 


people are very afraid of what would happen
if spills can'tbe 


cleaned up. The Impact Statement talks about compensation funds. 


And, but ifwe look at all these things,
we can see that they 


offer little hope for Arctic Slope residents.The place to 


start is that there be no compensation for the
loss of a 

way of life. You've heart! that in Kaktovik. Mark Simms pointed 

out that what we're facing here is a moral issueof whether the 


Government can allow a leasing program off shore that threatens 


the extinctionof an endangered people, the Inupiat Natives
of 


the Arctic Slope. Also, remember the moving testimonyof Marilyn 


Agiak in Kaktovik, who talked about,she's from near the Dalles 


Dam project in Washington State and she talked about the three 


thousand dollars per person that was given to the Native there 


when they lost their fishing rights because ofthe dam. She 


said, ofcourse,it was quickly spent and
now the peoplehad al­


most nothingandshe said that she was urging
the people hereto 

keep onfighting against losing their wayof life. How can we 

even talk about compensation up here the wildlife, you 

know, you talk about migratinq birds, thisis where they're 

migrating to, you know. People in the Lower4 8  might be worried ab,ut 
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off shore  development becauseof their beachfronthomes, weekend 

fishing or boating or swimming trips, but up here, as you've heard 

so eloquently tonight, the issue is survival and that's why people 

are interested in the animals. How can that need for survival 

be valued in the dollar terms? We're talking about actual sur­

vival in the Arctic. And just, for example, they compared, in 

the Santa Barbara spillof 1969, they got an ideaof what had 


been lost by theoil spill by comparing the damage, an area
of 

the coastline farther down the coast that wasn't damaged. Well, 

up here, there's nowhere to compare it to. This is where all 

the animals and birds are nesting. Where areyou going to com­

pare to even findout? We don't know how many there are here. 

How can we even begin to talk about it? One idea thatan attorney 


in California had, and I'm submitting his article in that
p a c k e t  

also, his name is Edwin DuBiel, and he was involved in represent­


ing the State in that Santa Barbara
oil spill litigation. He 


points out that what you should
do is get an injunction against 

the oil companies, forcing them to ACTUALLY replace the birds. 

Or ACTUALLY replace, physically, the barnacle. Get them all back 

there and then see what they begin to talk about in paymentsof 


money. He, also, Mr. DuBiel pointed out that it is VERY difficult 


companies. You might have to travel all
to sue the oil over the 

world trying to track down the experts who had allowed theoil 

spill to happen becauseof other operations. Where would the 

compensation money be coming from?In the Impact Statement,page 
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lookingfor, two hundred million dollars, won't reach until the 

year two thousand. So, then, they covered the problem though. 

What if you have anoil spill in the meantime and you need to 

get a claim against the fund? Well, you get a Government note. 

That's what you get. You get a Government note with the assurance 

that it will earn interest until it can be paid off. But, you 

won't get the money until the fund balance reaches enough to 

pay off your claim. This iswhat's being held out of the Impact 

Statement, is the compensation fund. Now,  another little, one 

thing one hopes from liabilityl o s s  is that they will encourage 

the industry to operate in a safe manner because they're afraid 

of having to pay a lot of money. But,once again, this comp­

ensation fund has an interesting feature and that is the limit 

on the liability of an oil company. It says, quote, "All re­

moval and cleanup costs plus an amount for damages which is
limited 

to thirty-five million dollars." Now, for example, in the Santa 

Barbara oil spill, the actual recoveryof people from that,to 

the State and individualswas fifty million dollars. But now 

there's a limitof thirty-five million dollars. And, you don't 

have to pay any. damages into the fund.The oil company would 

be exempted.from making payments for a spillif, quote, "an un­


anticipated-, grave, natural phenomenon,!' happened. Or, quote, 


"exceptional, inevitable, and irresistable," force caused the 


spill. Well that sounds like an ice push to me. It seems to 


me that anytimethere's an ice push that comes up
over, this is 
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been 

give 

exactly whatwe've been hearing people talking about, anytime 


there's an ice push, an unusual
one, granted, but one that would 

actually go over the design that has done, the companywould 

not have to pay into the fund. Now what does that mean? Well, 

of course, it comes down to relative risks and maximum profits. 

The people here are risking their survivalif an oil spillhappens, 


oil company technicians must consider only the company interests 


in keeping its insurance rates and vestment costs down and the 


bottom line profits high. And National interest is simply not 


going to inspire the level of care demanded
by Arctic Slope people 


threatened with theloss of their health and their lives. Now 


there's a problem, if the funds didn't you relief, you could 


30 after the companies in court. The Santa Barbaraoil spill 


Litigation took eight years and
you already heard at Kaktovik when 


Gorden Rankin, who's an Anchorage resident workingin Kaktovik 


told you how the plaintiffs just have to prove just absolutely 


every little thing in court one of
if they wanted to sue, make 


these claims. So, let's just summarize a bit. The true state of 


the art foroil cleanup is accurately stated
by the DEIS, that 


says, quote, "not effective." While the oil cleanup crews are 


sniffing for the oil and moppingit up at the rate of two gallons 


per minute,-as in the Nome spill that Mr. Shafer
keeps telling 

1s about, half the spilledoil is seeping into our food supply. 


Cf someone relieson the legal system for some partial
relief, 


le is met with the offer of a Federal liability fund that will 
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not
compensate with paper notes that may be redeemed for many 


years. If that option's rejected, then the other choice is to 


bring an individual law suit against the
oil company, whicha l so  

could take many years. The problems of documenting claims in 

the Arctic wouldbe extremely difficult. And what you're looking 

at is the destruction of the subsistence huntingof a people 


depending on the grace and joy of the Lord to bring the animals 


by. And you see thatso clearly in the Whaling hearing testimony 


which I've given to you. That culture is threatened beyond 


compensation by a cultureof greed and consumption that offers 


in return, what? The hope for a smallcut of the spoils. Now, 


an examination of the history of the Inupiat people shows that 


there's been times when there's
beena lot of jobs and there's 

been times when there's less jobs. The constant has been the 

ability to feed themsleves off the land and the water.I've 

heard people talk about when the Inupiatgo out on the ice, 

they're very,very cautious. And why? Because one mistake can 

mean the l o s s  of their life. Or one mistake can mean thel o s s  

of their equipment. Young men die. There was a funeral recently 

in Wainwrightonthe ice now, if you take chances. Now, newcomers 

2 1  

22 


23 attention. But, newcomers go out there and theydon't know how 


24 quickly the ice conditions can change and how strong the sea ice 


25 is. They maygo out on the ice and if they've guessed
wrong, 
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they may not come back. Well, the oil companies are newcomers 


to the- Arctic. They tell
us they know what to do and that they 


have planned for the sea ice. Well, the Inupiat, as has been 


pointed out by industry representatives in Fairbanks, the Inupiat 


have looked at the rigs, which is true; they've listened toindursty 


presentations which is true; but the Inupiat also
know, from their 


long experience, the way the sea ice moves. And what is the 


conclusion that you've heard from all three hearings? People 


9 are against the sale. They're afraid that the
oil companies do 


10 not, in fact, know what the ice is going to
do. And they're 


11 speaking from very long experience. So, the tragedy facing us 


12 is that we have oil industry newcomers. Now, the Government is 


13 going to have this lease sale and allow them to go
off, off s h o r e ,  

14 there's a chance. They're going to take chances butthere's a 

15 little difference. If I go off shore and I make amistake, I 

16 might die out there, granted. But it's only me. An oil company 

17 goes out there and they make a mistake, what we're talkinga b o u t  

18 is the destruction of the people and the wildlifeof the Arctic. 


19 So, for thesekinds of reasons and more that we'll provide
to 

20 you in writing, this lease sale MUSTbe stopped. And that's the 

21 conclusion of the testimony that I have. I'd like to ask for 

22 a littlebit of additional timeto put in some cards and wires 

23 that havecome in fromother parts of the Country. 

24 CHAIRMAN: Go right ahead, Mike. 

25 MIKE JEFFERY:  All right. I just..I'm not going to read 

-117-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-0922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 995Ol 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 to 

9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


all of these in the interest
of time, but..I'm going to give all 


these to you andI'd like to just summarize them just a bit. The 


point is that we're not alone here. This hearing is happening 


in Barrow, Alaska, the Northern most community
in the United 


States but there are people all over the Country who are interested 


in this and they have been sending telegrams, wires, post
cards, 


phone messages toget put on the record and I'm going do that. 


I just wanted to pointout some of the ones that have come. One 


is from, for example, from Summertown, Tennessee. It says, 


Hear Ye, we support the Inupiat Eskimos’
efforts regarding the 


leasing of polar lands in the Beaufort Sea. To undermine the 


ecology and ultimately the livelihood
of Native peoplesfor pro-


fit is unsuitable behavior for this age. Whether it is in 


Tennessee or Alaska or any place on earth, it is neither just nor 


humane to jeopardize the life ways of the Native people. On be-


half of twelve hundred residents
of the farm, Iurge that no 


lease be made tooil interests and that traditional ways
of the 


Native people be preserved. Signed, Edward Sierra, Executive 


Director. Then we have a telegram fromSan Francisco. It has 


thirty different signatureson it. Proposed oil drilling in the 


Beaufort Sea will destroy the habitat and breeding grounds of 


the Bowhead Whale. It is the ultimate and most deadly threat 


to the species. It will also destroy Alaska's subsistence hunting 


culture in North America. That would be Alaska Eskimos who are 


unanimously opposed to the drilling. In return for the almost 
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certain extermination of the Bowhead and the culture
of the 


Eskimos, the United States would gain two to three of oil 


to feed an energy addiction that cannot
be sustained much longer. 


We urge you to deny permits for any drilling in the Beaufort Sea 


for oil. Then, another petition, it's got forty-six different 


signatures on there, I haven't counted them, butI'll just read 


this too becauseso many people took an effort to do it. It's 


from San Francisco, the California Farm
Center, We as agroup, 


feel the necessity of speaking
out strongly against establishing 


oil rigs in the Beaufort Sea in Alaska. The whales and the 


Eskimos are part of mankind's natural heritage and their continuin 


existence shouldnot be jeopardizedfora relativelysmall quantity 


of oil. The monetary advantages of the multinational oil corp­


the
orations shouldn't take priority over pricelessness of an 

endangered species and are indigenous people. We thinkif these 

corporations would cultivate a more universal outlook towards 

preservation of our ecosystem and the salvation of mammals who 

have inhabited the earth longer than man himself, would. 

win the respectof many people. This could actually makeus all 

smart enough to do with less fossilfuels and put our resources 

into the development of alternative energy suchas solar and 

wind power and so on. It is time for theoil corporations to 

change their image and cooperate with the people rather than 

exploit them. Obviously, we cannot take the risks involved 

in this particular venture in Alaska. Riskof destruction of a 

.-~~ 
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sacred people, the Inupiat Eskimo, risks
due to shifting ice 


flow, high- Arctic winds and the potential for a serious
o i l  spill 

and risk of extinction of many land and sea mammals. This must 

stop before it begins. As a group of concerned citizens, we do 

not support this project and pray for 'the preservationof our 


wonderful natural resources. Here is a telegram signedby three 


people opposing the sale in San Francisco. A letter from New 


Lebanon, New York. We are deeply opposed to the project which 


involved leasing a partof the Beaufort Sea for the purposes of 


drilling oil. According to informatin we'vereceived, the possi­


bility of anoil spill is extremely high due to the huge force 


shifting ice. Such a spill would cause severe harm to the sea 


species who inhabit the waters, and thus, the Eskimos who depend 


on these animals for food.A few month's or even a year's supply 


of oil is not preciousor important enoughto warrant the possible 


destruction of these species and the Eskimos. We urge those that 


are deciding the outcome
of this caseto prevent this extremely 


hazardous project. Firozia Alice Kagan, Secretary of the 


concerned citizensof New Lebanon whichhe explains is a group of 


fifteen citizens dedicated to the preservation
of life as we know 

. .  

it. A n d  then,.I'll just briefly pointout where these are from. 

Three. peoplefrom Berkely, three organizations from Missoula, 

Montana, a telegram from seven people fromSan Francisco, the 


Goldstein Family in Mew York
City, a person from Minneapolis, 


eight peopleor nine people in Berkeley, phone message from a 
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Ph. D..who's husband did a bunch of work at Point Hope and she 


says she's in Elkton, Virginia, She says, I believe to permit 


is
oil drilling in the Beaufort Seato run of causing death and 


human suffering on a large scale. Indeed, the proposed drilling 


could ultimately result in the annihilation of the people of the 


area. For a civilized people knowingly to expose its citizens 


to such a grave risk in unconscionable.A letter from Oakland, 


a letter from New Lebanon, New
York, a long telegram from Chelsea, 


Michigan by a man who's visited up
here. Just the last partof 


it, a careful review of the epidemiology
of Eskimo nutritional 


needs will show the oil drilling in the Beaufort Sea creates un­


acceptable risks of destroying the Eskimo
diet, dooming the 


Inupiat to heart disease and stroke and bringing the community 


to the brinkof genocide. I request that beforeany oil explora­


tion begins, the Department
of the Interior carryout epidemilogical 


studies on the importance of sea mammals to the nutritional
well-


being of the Inupiat Eskimos. Without such information, oil 

18 development would be racist and irresponsible. A letter from 

19 San Francisco, a letter fromHingham, Massachusetts, from San 


20 Francisco, a long letter whichI won't read but it's
by the 


21 Proffessor and-Chairmanof the Departmentof Epidemiology of 


22 the University of Michigan. A telegram from San Francisco, a 


23 phone message from MenloPark, a letter from Cupertino, a letter 


24 from..another letter fromSan Francisco, a letter from Santa 


25 Barbara, and he says, and of
course, he knows something about that 
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because heis from Barbara, Alaska's one of the world's 


last more or less environmentally preserved areas. Whether the 


oil companies are using crisis
to attempt to destroy this ter­


ritory for profits,or the construction conglomerates are attempt­


ing to cut all the trees, it makes little difference, of
course, 


he's talking aboutSoutheast, to the extent the Federal Govern­


ment aids and abets these large companies in their attempts to 


rape Alaska, the Federal Government
is working against theinterest 


of the citizensof the United States. I do not particularly care 


whether it is Jimmy Carter and
Democrats or Ford and Republicans, 


any administration doing this,
I will work as hard as possible to 


see removed. Another letter from Sacramento, a letter from 


Oakland, post cards from
Yakima, Washington and San Francisco, 

Sunland, California andLos Angeles, California and a copywhich. 

you'll get directly down in youroffice, this is just a copy
of 


a letter sent to you from Juan Capistrano and then lastly, 


the National Greenpeace Organization supported that long
telegram 

that yougot and requested that the Great Greenpeace
Foundation 


of America support that telegram read into the record.
Rocky 

sale
Mountain Greenpeace sent a telegram saying Beaufort in Alaska 

is a delicately balanced ecosystem. We fear the long termenviron­

mental effectsof the oil exploration activity in thisarea, there  

fore, we strongly oppose the sale of off shore sites there. 

Greenpeace Monterrey. Please halt the proposed off shoreo i l  s a l e  

in the Beaufort Sea. The threat of whales and the healthand 
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welfare of Native Americans is at stake.The risks involved out-


weigh any advantages. Greenpeace Ann Arbor, supports Greenpeace 


Alaska in calling for postponement
of the Beaufort Seaoil lease 


sale. Letter will follow, keep up the good work. So, I'm just 


going to introduce all theseon to the record. I feel sure that 


by the time you receive
our final comments, because of the mail 


lag, there's going to be quite a large number of these. But 


there is concern all across the Country about what's happening 


here. It's not just peoplehere. You've heard various testimony 


of people here but there are very strong feelings of people 


Outside also. And so, I just wanted to put this
on the record. 

(All of Mr. Jeffery's above mentioned documentsare in Attachment


CHAIRMAN:Thank you, Mlke. I know that there are a few 


more people that want to testify, but I'd like to have a ten 


minute recess. 


(Hearing recessed at2 : 2 5  a.m. and reconvened at2 : 3 5  a.m.) 

CHAIRMAN: I'd like to start the hearing again. Perhaps 


we can finish in the next hour. Perhaps. (Laughter) This Gentle-


man right here would like to testify. 


GEORGE AHMOOGAK: Thank you very much for giving me the 


opportunity to testify for the Federal joint State leasing that 


is proposed f o r -December of ' 7 9 .  My name is George Ahmoogak. 

I'm a Board Member for Arctic Slope Regional Corporation. I 
also serveas an Executive Board Memberof the Arctic Slope Re­


gional Corporationas well as the Village Corporation of Barrow 


and I've worked before for the North Slope Borough
as a Director 
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out of that position and working with the Village Corporation. 


I've also worked with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
on its 


efforts to fighton the whale issue when
we had problems with the 


International Whaling Commission trying to place moratoriums
on 


it. My testimony is short and brief. It's dealing mostly with 


the Environmental Impact Statement. Inadequacy of the contentsof 


the Impact Statement that has been drafted
our for several months. 


9 We had been trying to putour inputto the State Departmentof 


10 Natural Resources, the FederalFish and Game and several social 


11 departments of the Federal Government
and OCS office in Anchorage 


12 on the Federal department side and
we had no working relationship. 


13 We had met with these four different Federal agencies, from the 


14 State agencies for past four months
in hashing itout on what our 


15 input has been on this Environmental Impact Statement but
we had 

16 never even got up to the front ...they didn't eventake anyto 


17 of our concerns. Our position right now, the Environmental Impact 


18 Statement is totally inaccurate, incomplete it's mostly hypo-


19 thesis at this time. The contents is not adequate enoughto sat-


20 isfy the needs, as you have heard most of the testimony and right 

.-

21 now we havepublic interest groups thatare willing to contest the 

22 contents-of the- Environmental Impact Statementin Federal Court or 


23 whatever means that could
be. We have public interest groups such 

24 as Mother's Club. We've got public interest groups such as 

25 Veteran's of Foreign Wars in this Arctic coast. We have Arctic 
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1 Slope Native Association, a nonprofit organization for Arctic 
~~ ~ 

2 Slope, we’ve got various numbersofpublic groups that would be 

1 willing to set up a defense fund to fight the very contents, in-
C 

4 adequacy of this Environmental Impact statement conforming to the 

E National Environmental Protection Act. I'm sure that from the 

6 history we've learned, through the Trans Alaska pileline projects 

7 that have goneon, Sierra Clubhad done a wonderful job indelaying 

a the constructionof the Trans Alaska pipeline because of environ-

9 mental concerns. And we are ready to take this position because 

10 of what the contents that we now are totally inaccurate to 


11 meet and to be ready for the Joint Federal State Lease sale coming 


12 up in December and we're willing go to court to find a defense 


13 fund just for stalling the veryoil and gas lease sale that is 


14 proposed for December and
I'm sure we have good legal arguements 


15 and I'm sure that you'll probably us in court in the near 


16 future. Thank you very much. 


17 CHAIRMAN: Thank you, George. Is David Benton here? You've 


18 waited a long time. 


DAVID BENTON: I wouldn't have missed it for the world. I
19 

20 
was going to say ,  good evening, but I guess I'll say good morning. 

21 
My name is David Benton and I represent Friends of the Earth, 

Alaska an arm of Friends of the Earth an international
22 

organization, 

23 
it is our position that this sale should be delayed until certain 

24 
problems are resolved. I've been working personally on analyzing 

25 
environmental data concerning this sale, this particular sale for 
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abouta year an a half. Upon reviewing the Environmental Impact 


Statement.,we noted several deficiencies within the document and 


those are going to be submitted to the Alaska OCS officeourin 


written comments. Tonight, well, today, I would like to very 


briefly discuss just two of those and then I have some things
I 

would like to read. The two things I'd like to discuss are con­

tained in Section II.D.5 which was the Beaufort Whale sale and 

III.A.3--

9 CHAIRMAN: Could you speak up. Some of the people in the 


10 back of the room can't hear you. 


11 DAVID BENTON: Sorry. The subjects I want to talk about 


12 are the Bowhead Whale,
Section, which is the Endangered Species 

13 Section II.B.5 and the Section III.A.3 which sets up certain . 
14 assumptions on oil spills. Okay, Bowhead Whales, uhm, the Section 

15 on Bowhead Whales is continually poorly written. Aside from that 

16 fact, one thing is dramatically apparent and that is that very 

17 little is known about Bowhead Whales. I have a whole listof things 


18 that were listed in the Environmental Statement, plus some things 


19 that I've come up with, and I'm not going to read them to
you, 


20 simply becausemost of them have been mentioned already and
I 

. .. .  . . .  

21 wouldencourage the panel to consider the voiceof the people
. .  
- , 

22 here-andthen talk about whatit is that they're muchmore familiar 


23 with than either you or I. But one thing I would like todraw 


24 four attention to is that the Draft Environmental
Statement, as 


25 it goes and lists the information gaps that exist concerning this 
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mammal, uh, it also describes certain study programs that
were, or 

are to b e  initiated by BLM and I, uh, those stage programs are 

primarily the Project Whales contract that was awardedto MARL, 

are not described in the Environmental Statement anywhere and I've 

had conversations with people at OCS office and so far as I 

can gather rightnow, there is no final study proposals to that 

program yet, although some of those things are being conducted 

right now. Those studies will take, at a minimum, a yearto con-

duct. Particularly this study of the effectson baleen, of oil on 

baleen Other scientists, particularly peopleat Marine Mammal 

commissionhave estimated twoto three years toget that infor­

mation. If BLM is to be in compliance with the Endangered Species 

Act, I would think that this would argue that the sale mustbe 

delayed until this information is supplied. The second topic t h a t  

was going to just touchon, very briefly, concerns the amount 


by a blowout and the estimate that's
of oil that will be spilled in 


:he Draft Environmental Statement,uh, that estimate is, onthe 


average blowout, twenty-one hundred barrels and
we feel that this 

.s an exceptionally low figure given Arctic conditions.This 

twenty-one hundred figure is basedon what are calledOCS statistics : s .  

but there's-no citation where the statisticsare derived from and 

not provided and the locations:hose statistics- are or the a r e a s  

which they're, those spills which generated those statistics 

occured are not provided and that information should be provided 

.f we're going to effectively analyze the validityof those s t a t i s -
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ics. In lieu of the fact that that information is not available, 


that twenty-one hundred barrel figure seems highly unlikely for 


two reasons. Okay, the Beaufort Sea itself isan exceptional 


hazardsin the 
case where the climate area are extremely severe. 


The Draft Environmental Statement,on page 292, estimates that in 


the eventof a blowout, a relief well could be begun
in fourteen 


days and a well could be shut
down, a blowout could be shut down 


in thirty-nine days. Okay. That's one consideration. The second 


consideration is that the lease area is located next to Prudhoe 


Bay, which isan extremely large reservoir and it's near the 


MacKenzie Delta which has high formation pressures and indeed, the 


State has identifiedan area in the eastern portion
of the sale 

that has high formation pressures. Wells in the Prudhoe Bay area 

might conceivably flow as much as eight thousand barrels a day. 

It would be not unlike the BeaufortSea wells to flow at the same 

rate. If you take that figure,uhm, of eight thousand barrels, 

and if you use a conservative figureof six thousand barrels and 


you just figure thatfor thirty-nine days,you come up with two 


hundred thirty-four thousand barrels of oil. Toget a perspective 


on two hundred thirty-four thousand barrels
of oil, you have eight 

million, eighthundred thousand gallons of oil. That's a lot of 

oil. No mat te r .  how efficient your clean up technology is,I 


don't think-that anybody would say they could
get the total amount 


of two hundred thirty-four thousand barrelsof oil. admittedaly 


that's a very simplistic scenario I've just painted for you. What 
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-. 1 I’m trying to do is show that the assumptions thatthe Impact 

2 Statementi sbased on are inaccurate or at least inadequate. MOW, 

1 there's no waywe can assess wherethat twenty-one hundred barrel 

U 


4 figure came from and until we do that, there's no waywe can 

5 assess how valid the Impact Statement is.It would seem that, 

6 given that, given certainly about the twenty-one hundred barrel 

7 figure, thatit might be that two hundred thirty-four thousand 

e barrels is just as reasonable. In fact, I used informationthatwas 

9 contained in the Environmental Impact Statement except forone 


1c thing and thatwas the flow rates. Now, these flow rates could 


11 highly vary. I'm just it’s 
quite conceivable that some Prudhoe 


12 Bay wells flow at three thousand barrels a day.The Sohio-BP 


12 Sag numberone, uh, well came in at ninety-three hundred barrels 

-~ 

14 a day and dropped to five thousand
barrels a day. So, I'm some 


16 where in the ball park. The only reason that I'm really pointed 


16 this out to you isto demonstrate that that section
of the Draft 


17 Environmental Statement might very well be inadequate.There's 


18 several other reasons thatwe feel that the sale should be delayed 


19 One ofwhich, the North Slope Borough needs time to complete and 


20 implementthe Coastal Management Plan and time to conduct further 


21 research on a l lthat, especially the environment. That infor­

. . 

22 
. . our written comments. Rightmation is contained in now I have 

23 just a couple of things I'd liketo submit to you. First, I'd 

24 
like to read a coupleof very s h o r tthis is f r o mwell, Mike 

25 said thatuh..and showed youall those letters,okay, about uh, 
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1 that came.-from outside and uh, what he was tellingyou was there 

~ ~~ 

I is a lot. of-concern,not only in Alaska, and that is very true. 

1 I represent one environmental organization in Alaska. There's 
c 


4 several environmental organizations that are National
environmental 

5 Organizations and are concerned about this. They want to getcopies 


6 of the work that I have done. They want to submit comments
on the 

7 sale also. They have all voiced me that they feel a delay in 

a the sale is imperative and theyall voiced their support of the 

9 Inupiat people in their plight toget this thing solved. One of 


10 the things that I have here is a short letter from the Seattle 


11 Audubon Society andthat's the onlyone that I'll read to you. 


12 to the Hearing Officer regarding oil drilling off shoreon 


13 the Beaufort Sea. The Seattle Audubon Society appreciates this 


14 opportunityto stateour agreement with the contention
of the 


15 councils of the communities of Kaktovik, Nuiqsut
and Barrow that 


16 off shore exploration andor drilling foroil on the North Alaska 


17 coast would be hazardous,not only for the livelihood of the 


18 communitybut to the wildlife. The damage that would follow a 


19 major oil spill or blowout would have far reaching effect on this 


20 fragilehabitatwhich accommodates
nesting colonies of millions 

. .  

. .  

21 of migrating birds. The success of the breeding colonies solely 
. . 

22 determinesthe population of these speciesin the entire Lower 
-. . . 

23 States, Mexico and South America. Inview of the inevitible 

24 oil spills due to a combination of severe Arctic weatherand ice 


25 conditions it is sincerely urged that no permits be granted for 
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their 

. . 
of� shoreoil .exploration. The other thing here is from the 

. . 
. 

Federation of western Outdoor Clubs. It's long, I won'tread it 


to-you but
they have two hundred thousand members and senti­


ments are the same. This is from Greenpeace Oregon which as thirty 


five hundred members and the same again.So, I thank you very muck 


for the opportunity to present my testimony. 


(Above mentioned documents
are included in Attachment) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, David, andwe’ll put that into the 


9 record. Tim Bradner? 


10 TIM BRADNER: Mr. Chairman, it's lateso we'll just submit 


11 a written statement. 


12 CHAIRMAN: Thank you. You suggested that you'd like to 


13 testify? 


14 ROBERT TILDEN: My name is Robert Tilden. I'm from the 


15 University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. I've been sent 


16 to observe these hearingson the Beaufort Draft Environmental 


17 Impact Statementby the Sava Foundation of Chelsea, Michigan. 


18 I attended the hearings in the villages
of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut. 


19 I heard the Fairbanks hearing on KBRW here in Barrow. AndI 


.20 will reporton these hearingsto Sava, the academic community 

. . .. , I . .  . 1  . . .  -z 

21 of. .AnnArborandpeople interested in environmental issues. I 
r & . - < . .  ..... . -.. c. e..&.;; ;;-'. :-: ,.I. ~ A. 

.-r - -.?-: 

22 workfor theUniversity of Michigan's schoolof public health. 
..,. _..*, *., . ~ : 

- . . 
I 

. . .. 
I . .  

23 Although trainedas an environmental planner, environmental 


24 epidimeologist, I have spent the last two
years working as a 


25 researcher and instructor in the health planning and economic 
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development program. My job has consisted of doing cross effective 

analysis f o r  health sectorsof countries on Africa, Asia and 

South America. Working with the World Bank and a United States 

agency for international development,I have become familiar with 


many of the problems for delivering health care in underdeveloped 


areas that are dependent
on one cash cropor one national resource 


In many ways, the North Slope
is like an underdeveloped Country. 

8 Many of its health problemsare similiar. Population age dis-

9 tribution is quite similiaras are the sanitation problems. The 

10 economic dependency is strikingly similiar. And it'sjust as 


11 unhealthy here as it is in Bangledesh or Zaire. I know many people 


12 have put much work in drafting the Environmental Impact Statement, 


13 however, if it were submitted to me forgrade, I would return
a 


14 it and tell whoever wrote
it to be moresuscinct, more to the 


15 point, focus on the issues, delete some
of the sections thatare 


16 not pertinent and to include some they have not considered. Uh, 


17 one of the major imperfections is
I have found with the documents 


18 some of the conclusions and summaries
at the end of the sections. 


19 Many of the crucial uncertainties
or problems discussed in the 

20 body of that section. A good exampleof this would be thesummary 
. .  . .  

, .  on primary21 on page190 which includes the statement, the effects 
. . 

. . 

not be large and
22 producersonthe food chain will will not effect 

23 any of the larger animals migratingor breeding in the area. This 

24 is on page 190, paragraph 3 ,  while on the preceeding pagesof t h e  

25 text, the following commentsare made. Oil may cause death. 
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22 

23 

24 

25 
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Increaseordecrease photosynthesis. Reduced transporations. 

. .  

. .  

Increasedrespiration. Inhibit translocation. Prime pollution 

. . _  

could occur in areas with limited circulation. Recovery could 

take from four to ten years
or longer. Damage due to habitats 


from near shore and off shore pipe laying and construction. 


Drill cuttings and
muds in formation waters could require several 

growing seasons for recovery. This ison page 188, paragraph 5 

and 6. Such editorial programs are understandable but when they 

occur again and again, accumulative effectis to downplay the 


importance of some serious concerns. In the finaldraftof this 


Environmental Impact Statement, I hope conscious effort
is made 


to decrease the numberof such inconsistencies. I would also like 


to say that if this booklet were submitted to
me, it would get a 


D, and that would be because I like the nice photographs. And 


on a separate for photographs,
I'd give ita grade more than it 


deserves. The text contains quite a bit of misinformation and 


I'd like to submit some comments
on this booklet. I stongly re-


commend that the Federal Government and the State
of Alaska adopt 


alternatives fromthe Draft Environmental Impact Statement and 


reasons stated. Other major reasons 


Id you excuse me for a second, would 


you identify that document you are describing? 


ROBERT TILDEN: This is, Questions and Answerson the 


Beaufort Sea Lease. It's published by British Petroleum, Sohio 
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and it’sclaimed to be from 311 C Street, Anchorage,Alaska. Uh, 


two majorreasonsthat I would say to delay the sale that should 


be considered are risks and uncertainty. The DES (sic) states 


over and overagain, that vitalgaps of information are missing. 


This makes the risk impossible to gauge. Much of this risk stems 


from uncertainty and cannot be eliminated.There will always be 


a great dealof uncertainty involved with the risks due to ice. 


The ice behaves differently from
year to year. Last year in 


Barrow, ice override destroyed some utility poles. The power 


and forceof the ice cannot be controlled or predicted.
The ice 


is at the mercy of the winds and currents and the unpredictable 


Beaufort gyral. If you cannot forecast weather, youcannot fore-


cast ice. If you can't forecast the movement of the
ice, then 


you're at its mercy. The major types of risk and uncertainties 


that I will address are health
risk, environmental risk andeconomic 


risk. As a prelude to the discussionon risk, it might behooveus 


to look at the important tradeoffs. What lies under the Beaufort 


Sea that has theoil companies so excited? The DES (sic) says 


that point five to
one point two five billion barrels lie beneath 

the Beaufort Sea. At 1 9 7 7  demand levels, this field couldthen 
i ., . .  
. ....&..e.... -A. - . ... . ­supplytheU.S. with from fourteendays to seventy point two . . +.. . .. , .. . . -s r . .  . .7,. < . - 7  . . 

daysofoil. In1985, the year that theoil from this site might.. . . .  . - .  

become availableto the Lower 4 8 ,  if the sale goes on in December, 

the demandfor o i l  will bemuch greater than the present level. 

That meansthe importance of this field will then even be less. 
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When the oil companies talk about National security and freedom 


from foreignoil supplies, this field will
bring neither freedom 


nor National security. The tradeoff is two weeksto two months 


worth of oil against the potential death
of the last subsistence 


hunter culture in the United States. There are many health risks 


involved in this undertaking. The most significant in many pro-


found ways, seems to me; to be the mental health
of this community 


which will, undoubtedly, be severely impacted. In comparing the 


in patient admissions for the Barrow hospital between and
1 9 7 2  

1 9 7 8 ,  the obvious points stick out.The first is thatthe number 


of admissions in the
days of incapacitation differ little from 

1 9 7 2  until 1 9 7 8 .  Admissions in 1 9 7 2  were four hundred ninety-six 

versus four hundred sixteen in1 9 7 8 .  While days of incapacitation 

were one thousand six hundred ninety-nine in1 9 7 2 ,  they are one 

thousand five hundred ninety-three in1 9 7 8 .  Comparing agqregate 

totalshidessomeimportantshiftsinthecause of within 

this community. The biggest difference between1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 8  

admissions is in a category called mental disorders. In 1 9 7 2 ,  the 

were twenty-seven admissions and thirty-eightdays of incapacitation, 

while.in 1978,there were seventy-seven admissions and two hundred 

fifty-six days of incapacitation. This is a two hundred eighty­

fiveper cent increase in admissions and a six hundredseventy-four 


per cent increase in the amount in incapacitation, a very
significant 

increase, indeed. The majority of the difference between1 9 7 2  

and 1 9 7 8  is an acute alcohol intoxication. In addition, the 

-135-
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-8922 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

rate 

Sea 

amount of incapacitation due to trauma increase, reflecting a 


serious community alcohol problem. This problem is undoubtedly 


a function of the rate, of the of social change that has taken 


place in this community over the last seven years. with the 


development of the Beaufort oil lease, the DEIS observes that 


lifestyle and traditional northern slope communities expected to 


be impacted in termsof the rateof its social change is on page 


250,paragraph 6, the rate of social
change, which has alreadybeer 

so devestating to the NorthSlope, is expected to accelerate. 

With it, the community health problems will also accelerate and 

intensify. The o i l  lease sale also poses a potential riskto the 


subsistence huntingof the North Slope. The constructionof off 


shore gravel pads, the dredging of gravel from river deltas, the 


release of small amounts of tornation water and hydrocarbons will 


impact on whales, seals, polar bear, caribou and fish. The
D E I S  

is very clear aboutthis, although it doesn't make any estimates
as 


to the accumulative effect of the
of all of these insults because 


uncertainty involved. There are many animals uponwhichbut these 


are the animals upon which the foundations
of subsistence hunting, 


and hence, theculture of this region is based. The stores in 


NuiqsutandKaktovik can in no waymeet the nutritional needsof 


those communities. This also presupposes that there is a market 


economy with jobs, cash flow, marketing, warehouse and a demand 


for goods and services which alsodoes not exist. This means 


that the BeaufortSeaoil lease will impact the nutritional status 
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of the population, As has already been mentioned, the Federal 

Government and State Government doesnot have the capacity to 


effectively address the nutritional needs
of these communities, 


let alone, motivate the communities to appreciate a Lower
48 


diet. The respirory infections, uhm, lower nutritional level 


such
translates out to more deaths due to childhood diseases as 


measles. More deaths to lower respiratory infections suchas 


pneumonia. It would mean more cases of diarhea and more diarhea 


related deaths. Is mall nutirtion and cultureal degradation worth 

, 

one month's worth of oil? The risk to the Inupiat is great.The 

risks should not be discarded lightly. They should
not be ignored 


For a Country that spends more and a higher percentage
of its 


gross national product for health than any country in the
world, 

I'm amazed that the health issues so blatantly disregarded 

in the DEIS andby policy makers that are involved in de­

cision. I have a hard time disassociating environment, health 

and economics in my own thinking. It must be remembered that 

environmental risks also implies a health risk and an economic 

risk. The fact that manyof the environmental systems thatwill 

be impacted do not have a market value,does not mean that they 

are economicaly worthless. There'snot much of a market f o r  zoll 

planktors, but-.with these tiny organisms, fish and marine mammals 

could not exist. The market for Bowhead Whales is restrictedin 


the U.S. because of Government directives. Does this mean they 


are economically worthless? Although accountants have a hard 
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time with the appropriate value for non market commodoties, econo­


mists.. tend to view such factors with economic's tools
of shadow 


pricing and opportunity costs. I see no such attempt in the
D E I S  

to price out the loss to the Inupiat other than the valueof 


subsistence activity that is estimated at three thousand to five 


thousand dollars per person per year. In order to develop coastal 


policy that will benefit everyone, analysis should be undertaken. 


Before this can bedone, though, someof the uncertainties need 


9 to be eliminated. Some of the risk to the environment is known. 


10 de have a good idea of the amount
of formation water that will 

11 be produced. We know that oil companies want to release this 

12 water, which theD E I S  says is highly saline and and contains 

13 aeromatic hydrocarbond, page 332,paragraph4 .  We know the range 

14 of probability of releaseof oil into the environment, even though 

15 the probability functions are developed from historical experience 

16 in areas where the risk is less.We have a rough idea about the 


17 amount of noise associated with the development of the field. We 


have a good idea
of the typeof animals and organisms that could 

19 be impacted by the oil production in the exploration. The D E I S  

20 is also very clear  about those areas where little is known. The 

21 bottom line is that the accumulative riskis unknown. This is 

22 a direct function of lack of knowledge. We should not be so 

23 quick totake these risks. It is very easy for the industry panel 

24 to say that the risk means little because they don't have to live 

25 on the North Slope. The Federal Government is mandatedto protect 
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the.people of the North Slope. Proceeding to make decisions with 


this amount of uncertainty borders on the criminal. The cleanup 


technologies are new, some untested, many unproven. Those that 


have been tested have shown very little promises of effective 


containment activitiesin this environment. This sale should be 


postponed until some of these uncertainties are resolved. Only 


then can intelligent policy
be made that allowsfor full production 


at minimum risk. Some of the areas where information is needed 


in order to make intelligent decisions would include: research 


into more effective ways to contain and clean up
oil spills, the 


habits and migration patterns, feeding behaviors
as well as season­


ality of the Bowhead Whale, the effect
of lower level hydrocarbon 


on different members of the food chain
of the Arctic environment. 


The effectof noise on birds, fish and marine animals. The effect 


of developmentof gravel islands and gravel causeways
on different 


elements of the food chain. Ways of minimizing the impact of 


pressure ridges and surges outside the Barrier Islands. Research 


into the dynamics and kenetics of ice surges. In the Fairbanks 


hearing, we heard theoil company panel dismiss many of these 


unresolved questions as insignificant or already resolved. For 

. . -

example-, one member of the panel started talking about breakdown 

metabolism- o f . .  and thein hydrocarbons. He dismissed 


passage of carcinogenic compounds as an unfeasible concept. He 


spoke of such forcefulness and confidence that
I almost found 


myself believing him. However, I‘ve been working on a related 


-139-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
S45 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA O S S O I  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

us 

and
problem in Michigan for over a year I hope to show that the 

passage of carcinogenic compound i s  a feasible concept and has 

SEVERELY- impacted a significant porportion of the State ofMichigan. 1 .  

In 1973, four hundred pounds, now thisis just four hundred pounds 

of PBB,  which is polybrominated , wereaccidentally introduced :ed 

into cattle feed for Michigan's dairy belt. PBB,  w h i l e  not present 

in crude oil, shares many similarities with compounds that are con 

tainedin oil, such as benzopyrines. It is acarcinogenic 

9 compound It tends to accumulate in fat tissue, where, using
a 

10 fortydollarwordit's , likethepetroleumproductsin 
11 question. It's alsoancompoundliketheproductsin 

12 question. While these compounds are different, there are enough 

13 similarities thatI think this case ofPBB in Michigan's foodchain 

14 warrants some discussion. The four hundred pounds of PBB were 

15 fed to cattle. Chicken on the farms also ate this cattlefood.  

16 Farmer's dependenton their farm animals were hit the hardestfor 


the problem. The prevelance of tumors was higherin this pop-

18 ulation. Loss of memory is frequent and the ability of these 

19 people to fightoff disease was diminished. Today, over thirty 

20 per cent of all Michigan mothers havePBB in their breast milk. 

21 Six years after a small amount, only four hundred pounds of this 

22 compound were-entered into thefood chain, it's still with in 

23 a very big way. Over two hundred million peoplein the Stateof 

24 Michigan carry thiscornpound in their bodies. It was MOT digested 

25 It was NOT metabolized. The people who tellyou the passage of 
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carcinogenic Compoundsis not a feasible concept are mistaken. I 


2 will. mail a recent write on this episode that was published in 


3 Lancot., prestigeous medical journal recently.It will prove be-


a
4 yond a shadow of doubt, the passage of such compounds are not 

5 only possible but a very frightening reality. The oil companies 

6 tells us, the people of the North Slope that they have all the 

7 answers. We should not take the oil companies' words that they 

8 have eliminated all the uncertainties. The Federal and State 

9 Government are charged with findingout the facts, As an environ-


10 mental planner and an analyst,I have no problems with the idea 


11 of proceeding under conditions of uncertainty as long
as there 


12 is a reasonable boundary to therange of uncertainty, Unfortunate 


13 the DEIS makes all too
clear, in many crucialareas, the limits 


14 of certainties arenot known. So little is known about the im-


15 portant factors of the habits of the Bowhead Whale. No estimates 


16 of effectivenes existsof untried technologies and accumulative 


17 impacts of all different environmental insults, which include
noise, 


18 safety of gravel islands in twenty meters
of water, the active 


19 shear ice zone, the effectof low level hydrocarbon pollution
on 


20 food chain, effective gravel
causeways, effective gravelremoval,
. .  

21 on caribou ,. herds benthos
and fish, effict of buriedpipes on the 

. . -

22 
communities, Before intelligent off shore policy canbe establish 


these uncertainties MUST be eliminated.Or at least bounded with
23 


24 
certain levels of probability. In conclusion, I would like to 


25 address the area of economic uncertainty. One thing is certain. 
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The oil under the Beaufort Sea isnot going anywhere. The oil will 


be there in one year; the oil will
be there in tenyears. It's value 


will be greater inone year, and greater in ten years.The shortages 


of oil will not disappear, so that keepingoil in reserve isnot 


an impractical idea. The State and Federal Government stands to 


make more moneyif they wait. The only significant impactof 


waiting on the sale will be
on the oil companies' immediate profit 


margin. This is why they are pushing for the lease sale in Dec­


ember. More profits for them now, less revenues for the State. 


The economics that should be the most important is the economy 


the North Slope. It is clear that the area would benefit more 


from the removingof the one thousand five hundred dollar per 


capita tax limit that oil companies ramrodded throughthe 


State Legislature than from the delicate development of the 


Beaufort Sea. Recently, I read some interesting commentsby 


Kenneth Arrow, a noted American economist about
pollution, which  

he calls extranalaties,as they are outside the market system.It 

was his feeling that those supporting the externalcost, in this 

case, the diminishingof subsistence hunting, shouldbe in some 

way compensate& for the costs that they bearso that the market 

cost of production, in this case of oil, would reflect a true 

cost of production. Thus, the cost of oil would reflect, not well 

head transportation costs, but also thecost of the InupiatEskimo 

brought to bear becauseof the environmental insult associated 

with this project. The DEIS, as I mentioned earlier, claims that 
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the economic value of subsistence hunting is roughly three thousan 


to five thousand dollars per person per year. The DEIS also 


states, andI quote from page250,  paragraph 5 ,  the overall impact 


of the proposalon subsistence lifestyle may
be to reduce the 


number of some species during the
years, so that there willbe 


less wildlife resources available for food gathering. Hunting may 


to
need to be curtailed for some periods allow population recovery 

So, impacted species become rare. The DEIS makes no attempt to 

estimate the reductionof subsistence huntingdue to environmental 

impacts. In lieu of any numbers, let's pretend that the reduction 

would be seventy-five percent for a ten year horizon.This number 


can't be defended, but by the same tokenit can't be refuted be-


cause it's another one of those important uncertainties thathasn’t 


been addressed by the DEIS. Seventy-five percent reduction of 


subsistence hunting translates
out to a two thousand two hundred 


fifty dollar to three thousand
five hundred dollarcost of 1979 


a
dollars to each Inupiat: these versus one thousand five hundred 


dollar per capita tax benefit,
much of which is lostto administra­

tive overhead that will never find its way to the people.This 

translates out to a net loss of seven hundred fifty to two thousan 

dollars per person per year. This is not-the worst case. This 

is a very real. possibility. Andthis net loss does not include 

those costs associated with communitydegradation, community menta: 


health problemsor the loss of the wayof life that these people 


hold so dear. I ask the panel to consider this. If our Government 
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offered to destroy your wayof life at a price of seven thousand 

five. hundreddol lars ,  twenty thousand dollars for each person in 

your family over ten years, what would your reactionbe? Does 

this Government which breaks off diplomatic relations for sup-

posed human rights violations have any other alternative than to 

delay the sale until the uncertaintiesare reduced so the risks 


can be minimized? Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Robert. There was a young lady sitting 


here that looked like she had some testimony to give.
There she 


is. 


MAE RINA HANK: My name is Mae Rina Hank I'm Village 


Coordinator for the Village of Point Hope.
The State and Federal 


Government, they say that every person, regardless
of race of 


color has a right for freedom
of religion in the United States. 

Are WE the Inupiat people, considered United States citizens? In 

our culture we hunt animals to survive. We do not food. 

When an animalis caught, it is religion to giveTHAT animal, 

whether from the landor sea, to giveTHAT animal a drinkof fresh 


water or food to thank the animal for coming to the hunter and 


gettingkilled ...sa'
. that us Inupiats willnot starve. And that the 
. .  . 

. .  . - ., 
animal’s spirit will transform into another animal, whichever he 

. >  
wants:tobeand will come to us again becauseof the way we 

. .  

treated it. It is our religion. What will happen if there is 


an oil spill? Some of our animals will die. Others, like the 


whales, seals, andfish will probably change their migration 
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r o u t e . ,  What w i l l  w e  ea t?  Whi teman ' sfood?Threequar te rsof  t h e
~~ 

I n u p i a t sc a n n o ta f f o r d  t o  l i v eo nt h e i rf o o da l o n e .  The cost of  

l i v i n g  i s  too h ighinAlaska .Everyday  of o u r  l i v e s  w e  ea t  t h e  

food w e  h u n t .  What i s  ourGovernmentgoing t o  do t o  p r o t e c to u r  

r e l i g i o n ?  What a r et h e yd o i n g ?I ft h e yd on o t  know o fo u r  religion, 

t h e n  t h e y  d o  n o t  know how much, t h e y  d o  n o t  know much aboutwhich 

way t h e  a n i m a l s  migrate, whetherbyland  o r  sea. Which way t h e  

o c e a nc u r r e n tg o e s ,  how t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  a n i m a l s  from o i l  s p i l l s .  

We u s et h eo c e a ny e a ra r o u n dt oh u n t  f o r  food. S p r i n g ,  w e  hun t  

wha le s ,  seals ,  be lugasandwal rus .  Summer, w e  h u n ts e a l s ,b e a r d e d  

seals andsomet imeswal rus .Fa l l ,  w e  f i s hn i g h ta n dd a yw i t h  n e t s  

Win te r ,  w e  h u n t  seals,  p o l a r  bears. I nF e b r u a r y  w e  go f i s h i n g  

f o r  h o o k sw i t h  o n  t h e  ice.  The ocean  i s  o u r  l i f e .  The 
__ 

o c e a np r o v i d e su sw i t hf o o d  t o  ea t .  Our c h i l d r e n  t o  ea t .  We, 

t h eI n u p i a t s ,h a v et h e  most p r i c e l e s sf o o d  i n  t h ew o r l d .  We cannot 

buy t h e  t y p e  of food w e  e a t  f romanygrocery s tore  i n  t h e  wor ld .  

Will o u rc h i l d r e no rg r a n d c h i l d r e n  know what w e  hunted?  Will they 

know whatanimals  w e  ea t?  Will t h e y  know how t o  h u n t  whales? will 

t h e y  know how t o  hunton  theice? What w i l l  o u ry o u n g e rg e n e r a t i o  

of I n u p i a t  do? Will t h e ys u r v i v e ?  Our c h i l d r e n ,g r a n dc h i l d r e n ,  

great g r a n dc h i l d r e n ,h a v e  a r i g h t  t o  wha t  w e  had? We c a n ' t  

t h i n k  of o n l y  t h e  present We are a l s or e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  

I n u p i a t s .  Andhow t h e y  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  s u r v i v e .  And t h ec o s t  of 

l i v i n g  so h i g hi nA l a s k a ,  w i l l  o u rf u t u r eg e n e r a t i o nf o r g e t  o u r  

c u l t u r e ?  We h a v et o  work t o  g e t h e rf o ro u rr i g h t s  a n d  s u r v i v a l .  

--. 
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Tha t  is t h e  o n l y  way t h e  I n u p i a t s  w i l l  s u r v i v e .  The Government 

took away o u rl a n d .  Now i t ' s  t h eo c e a nt h e y  take away from us .  

We have n o t h i n g  l e f t  t h a tb e l o n g st ou s .  Theyhavetakenevery­

th ingf romus .Ourlandand sea. What w i l l  t h e y  take from u s  

next? you.Thank 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou, Mae R i n a .  S i r ?  

NUVUK KUNUK: ( I n u p i a t )  

INTERPRETER: Okay. He's s a y i n g  t h a t  we've hea rd  many 

times t h e  elders s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  h e l pe v e ni nd e a t h .  We 

also know t h a t  t h e r e  are many water fowls i n  P r u d h o e  Bay where. .  

and t h e r e  are n o tn ol o n g e rt h a t  many o v e rt h e r e .  A l l  t h ea n i m a l s  

that .  used  t o  be a r o u n dt h e r e .  H e  a l so  knows t h a t  o i l  and gas was 

s p i l l e di nS a gR i v e r .  H e  knows t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  p robab ly  leave 

t h e  area and w e  a l so  know t h a t  up here i n  t h e  Arctic t h e r e  are  

many lakes. You s h o u l d n ' te v e n  c a l l  them lakes b e c a u s et h e ya r e  

all i n t e rc o n n e c t e da n d  i t ' s  b e t t e r  by c a l l i n gt h e mr i v e r s .  I t  

h u r t s  t o  s p e a ko fb u tt h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  way t o  be h e a r d .  He knows 

t h a tt h eI n u p i a t  food is  v e r yi m p o r t a n t  t o  us .  I t ' s  hard t o  go 

without  it. H e  found it o u tp e r s o n a l l y  when h ew e n tt os c h o o l  

i n  Oregon.
. . 

CHAIRMAN:.. Thankyouvery muck. Is t h e r ea n y o n e  else t h a t  

would liketo ' t e s t i f y ?  I t ' s  your  l a s t  chance? 

BOB WORL: I ' l l  t r ya n d  be donebyplane time. (Laugh te r )  

My name i s  Bob Worl and I work fo r  the NorthSlopeBoroughplanning 

Department. I would l i k e  a t  t h i s  time t o  s a yt h a t  I w i l l  submi t  
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a more-complete and more coherent,
possibly, written statement 


at a later time.. But uh, as we've been going through this hearing 


process, a number of things seems be gaps, even in the kinds
of 


information that are presented to you.The people of the various 


communities have given
you expert estimonyon the environment, 


which I'm sure will fill
a great number of gaps and there are some 


other things which relate directly to the Draft Environmental
Impact 


Statement and the process of these hearings and the decisions 


9 that will be made asa result. Paramount, I believe,, is this 


10 atmosphere in which the hearings are being conducted. The hearing 


11 regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed 


12 lease sale in the Beaufort whether
Sea are essentially to determine 


13 or not the information containedin that document is sufficient
to 


14 warrant a lease decisionby the Secretaryof Interior and the 


15 Governor of Alaska. In the hearings that I have attended, Kaktovik 


16 Nuiqsut and part of Fairbanks, I've heard the hearingofficer, Mr. 


17 Hank Noldan, repeatedly reassure
the audience that the decision ha: 


not been made and that testimony given would be fairly evaluated 


19 and a decision by the Secretary of Interior would
be made on the 

20 basisof all.theevedence and the documents and the evidence pre-

21 sentedat the hearings. The very real question that arisesis 

22 whetherthis, infact, is a fair statement. Given the perponderance 
a
23 of evidence that indicate that decision, at least, by the State 

24 of Alaska, who is a party to thisthing, has already been made 

25 and that not only precludes any further discussionof the Draft 
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is 

to 

EnvironmentalImpact Statement which also
jumps ahead to preclude 

more than so from a considerationof the Impact Statement, required 

under NEPA for the sale. And as evidence of this, I would liketo, 

but
I don't have a copy of it with meI’ll try to acquireone, after 


the Fairbanks hearing, the panelheld a press conference. I don't 


k n o wI didn't attend the press conference but I did read the 


press coverage which skipped, completely, the process which
we 


are now participating in and talks strictly about as soon as this 


hearing is out of theway, then we begin dealing with the develop­


ment of a draft environmentalimpactor an impact statementon 


the productionof the oil that is to be found in the Beaufort Sea. 


And uh, allin the press in Alaska is very much behind, I believe, 


:he Beaufort Sea, based on the, based on the kinds of press cover-


age that's been given. But I thought that it
was very interesting 


that after a press conference with the hearing panel, that this 


was the coverage and the statement Mr. Noldan made did not 


come through in that press coverage. Only the fact that
we are 


now looking ahead after this process out of the way, to getting 


on with the preparation of the statement regarding the production. 


whichwould be the next phase. Numerous statements by State of­


ficials notably the Commissionerof Natural Resources and the 


Governorof Alaska, indicate a prior decision not only proceed 


with the BeaufortSea sale, in spite of serious and significant 


gaps in the scientific information, but also proceed as scheduled
to 

in December of ' 7 9 ,  prior to solving the scientific collection of 
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data to Bowhead Whales. Ice mechanics, iceover ride and ice 


fore.casting, oil spill effects, clean up potential
and long range 


impacts on wildlife, economic considerations including maximized 


benefits forall state residents and maximized work opportunities 


for residentsof the region and the State. And the pitiful
con­


sideration of the impactsof either the saleor the consequences 


of a spill or even productionof petroleum from the lease sale 


area on the only permanent resident population, the Inupiat. 


Examples of a prehearing decision follows, and I might preface
this 


with another statement that
was carried in the press, uhm, this 


was aquote on 5/15/79 in the Anchorage DailyNews, uhm, by Mr. 


Gillilend who is here with
us tonight. There is every indication 


that NorthSlope residents have conflicting opinions about leasing 


I've heard very little conflicting opinions from the assembled 


residents at the various hearings, I might
add. And that many 


are concerned about subsistence values that may be in jeopardy. 


The Secretary of Interior's Special Assistant for Alaska, Jerry 


Gillilend, further statesthat, quote, "the decision willbe based 


on information derived from the hearing and elsewhere.
It cannot 


of
bearbitrary or fly in the base fact." Other examplesof 


presscoverage. 5/11/79, from the AnchorageTimes, the Governor 

. 

askspostponement of seven other OCS sales proposed in the 

Federal draft five year plan, quote, "until proven safe technology 

is developed in the near shore BeaufortSea.!' Unquote. Hammond 

cites needfor safe technology, strengthened regulatory mechanisms 

~. 
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t h o s e  are quotes, before o t h e r  areas EXCEPT t h eB e a u f o r tS e a  

are leased. D r i l l i n gs h o u l dt a k ep l a c ei nt h en e a rs h o r e  areas 

w h e r ed r i l l i n gh a sa l r e a d yt a k e np l a c ea n dt e c h n o l o g y  i s  proven.  

Again ,quotes .MeaningtheBeaufor t  Sea, basedupon t h e  experience 

of PrudhoeBay. 5 / 3 / 7 9 ,  again,Anchorage T i m e s ,  q u o t e ,  "The 

S t a t en e e d st h ep r o p o s e dB e a u f o r tS e a  o i l  and gas s a l e  t o  b o l s t e r  

f u t u r eS t a t er e v e n u e s ,  Bob LeResche said today .  H e  hasnop lans  

t o  d e l a y  t h e  sa le  se t  f o r  December. I ' v e  g o t  t o  worryabout  

t h e  S t a t e ' sr e v e n u e se i g h t  t o  t e ny e a r sf r o m  now. The B e a u f o r t  

i s  t h e  area w e  know mostaboutand i t ' s  n e a r  a n  e x i s t i n g  o i l  

f i e l d . "U n q u o t e .T h i s  a r t i c l e  goes  on t o  c i t e  a number o f  

i n t e r e s t i n gf a c t s .  One, theNor thSlopeBorough i s  i m p l i c a t e d  

a s  a m a j o rb e n e f a c t o ro ft h e  sale,  a c q u i r i n gt w e n t y - f i v ep e r  
~~~ 

c e n to ft h er e v e n u e s .  H e  was uh ,secondly ,he  was m e e t i n gt h a t  

daywi th  Tom Cook, a lso w i t hu sh e r et o d a yo nt h ep a n e l ,w i t h  

theDiv i s ionofMine ra l sandEnergy  Management:and t h r e e ,S e n a t o r  

Ted S t e v e n s ,  a g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  a b i t  o f  a d i s j u n c t u r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  a r m  of i t ,  I wouldsay ,uh ,SenatorStevens  i s  op­

posed t o  t h e  sale ,  c i t i n g  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of e x p l o r i n g  s a f e r  

onshore- acreages, which are a l so  g o o dp r o s p e c t sb e f o r et a k i n g  

the seaward' p l u n g e .N o t e a b l y ,t h e  Arctic W i l d l i f e  Rangeand 

t h eN a t u r a lP e t r o l e u m  Reserve i nA l a s k a .T h e s e  a r t ic les  have 

a l so  beenfo l lowedupwi th  a number o f  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  and s t a t e ­

m e n t sb yt h e s eo f f i c i a l sa n d  e d i t o r i a l s  b yt h eA l a s k ap r e s s ,  

whichpoo-phoo t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  i n  f a v o r  
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of some greater good to be derived from developing the sensitive 


Arctic area in advance of safe technology and advance
of knowing 


the adverse effectsof accidents or evenof safe activity. And 


most specifically, in advance of any inkling of the impact this 


event will have upon the Inupiat residents; and the viability 


of their culture, society and, indeed, their integrity. Perhaps, 


the most important impact is going to be the resulting break 


in the faith of the Inupiat and all people who are wary observers 


9 in this process, in the institutions of Government, when, despite 


10 scientific, Statewide and National, economic and environmental 


11 evidence against the sale, the Beaufort Sea saleIS going to 


12 take place. For the Inupiat, this salemay be significant as 


13 a watershedera, marking the end of the North Slope Borough, 


14 the Arctic Slope Regional Corporation and the Upeagvik Inupiat 


15 community of the ArcticSlope, indeed, the concernof the Federal 


16 and State Governments
as protective buffers between themselves, 


17 as Inupiat and the outside Western world.
It is for this parti­


cular problem and the lack of consideration given in the 


19 DEIS, that I'd like to address myself further.As to this part-


20 icular probIem,which I direct your concious attention for a 

. -. 

21 very few-moments,for it is a perspective that is too often 
. .  . .  

22 voided,in such-deliberationsand never considered in the context 

23 of mitigation. Because it is, in effect, it is an effect that 


24 cannot be mitigated in the same senseas other impacts. Mitiga-

25 tion of the followingcan only occur through the applicationof 


.-
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time, u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n dt h ea p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e dS t a t e s '  

o f tq u o t e d  human r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s .  I t  r e q u i r e sa nu n d e r s t a n d i n g  

t h a t  i n  terms of d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h eI n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m so f  

p e t r o l e u md e p e n d e n c ea n ds u p p l yi nt h e  S ta te  ofAlaska,and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  are  a d e v e l o p i n gN a t i o ni nt h e  same 

s e n s e  as  a n yC o u n t r yi nt h eT h i r dW o r l d .F o rt h o s eI n u p i a t  

w h o ' s  e n t i r e  l i f e w a y s  s t a n d  t o  be i r r evocab lychangedandwho ' s  

p e o p l e  w i l l  s o o n  b e  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l i n k  

t o  t h e  p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  p a n e l ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

o fI n t e r i o r  bear an  awesome r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .P e r m e n a n tr e s i d e n t s  

o f  t h e  Arctic m u s td e a lw i t h  a l a r g ev o l u m eo ft e c h n i c a l  material ,  

l i t e r a l l y  i n  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p a g e s ;  a t  least  f i v eh u n d r e do f  

which are  i n  f r o n t  o f  you i n  t h e  f o r m  of t h e  DEIS, which I would 

s a y ,p r o b a b l ya n o t h e rf i v eh u n d r e dh a v eb e e np r e s e n t e d  a s  testimony 

o v e rt h ep a s t  several weeks .TheSec re t a ryo fIn t e r io r ,  who 

w i l l  b em a k i n gt h ef i n a ld e c i s i o no nb e h a l f  of t h e  F e d e r a l  Govern­

ment w i l l  be d e a l i n g  w i t h  a twenty- f ivepage  summary ofmajor 

p o i n t s f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  ca l led  by va r iousnames ,bu t  I b e l i e v e  

known as  a S e c r e t a r i a lD e c i s i o n  Document. I t  i s ,  i np a r t ,t h e  

work. o f - t h i s  p a n e l  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  p o i n t s  are s a l i e n t  f o r  
- . 

i n c l u s i o n  in t h a td o c u m e n t .  From r e a d i n gc a r e f u l l y ,t h e  D E I S  

and  being involved i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  some of t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
. .  

r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  were SUPPOSED t o  be t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  


D E I S ,  it i s  appa ren ttha tsometh ingwen twrong .  If t h ep r e s e n t  


DEIS i s  used  as a b a s e  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h eD e c i s i o n  Document, 


.-
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t h e  social, c u l t u r a l ,  s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  h e a l t h  material  w i l l  be  


a totalloss as too ls  f o rt h ed e c i s i o n .  The D r a f t  DEIS c o v e r s  


a wide r ange  of material r e l a t i n g  t o  t h eN o r t hS l o p ea n dt h e  


communities.Page 1 0 6  t o  1 1 2  d i scussesthecommuni t i e sand  


t h ep r e s e n ts i t u a t i o ni ne a c h ,r e g a r d i n gh o u s i n g ,j o b s ,f a c i l i t i e s  


t h a t  n o r m a l l y  are i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e g r e e  of community w e l l  


being .  Much of t h i si n f o r m a t i o n  i s  accura t e ;however ,  some 


i s  t o t a l l yi n a c c u r a t e .F o re x a m p l e ,p a g e  1 0 7  i n d i c a t e st h a t  


Barrowhas a number o f  movie t h e a t e r s .I nf a c t ,  Barrowhas 


none. NARL hasone ,which  h a s  o n l yr e c e n t l yb e e n  made a v a i l a b l e  


t o  t h e  communityofBarrowonany sort of r e g u l a rb a s i s .B u t  


t h e s e  are  minorpoin ts .Beginningonpage  1 1 2 ,  number 8 ,  s o c i a l  


c u l t u r a ls y s t e m s ,  major problemsbegin  t o  occur .Page  1 1 6 ,  


q u o t e ,  "The c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  are most e l u s i v ey e tp r o v o k i n ge m o t i o n ?  


r e s p o n s e si fs u b s i s t e n c e  i s  t h r e a t e n e d . "  End quo te .  I t  i s  


e v i d e n tt h r o u g ht e s t i m o n yp r e v i o u s l yp r e s e n t e d  a t  Kaktovik ,  


Nuiqsutand now B a r r o w ,  t h a t  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  r e p r e s e n t  


f a r  morethanemot iona lcon ten t .Nu t r i t i onandeconomicsa lone  


makes s u b s i s t e n c e  a c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  o r  more t h a ne m o t i o n a li m p o r t .  


Page 117, t h e  rea l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of s u b s i s t e n c e  does n o ti n c l u d e  


g a t h e r i n g  perse, b u t  r a t h e r  a socio c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  


of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  a n du n i q u el i f e s t y l e .A g a i n ,t h en u t r i t i o n a l  


andeconomicimportance i s  d e n i g r a t e d ;  a dangerousand unsupportable e 


c o n t e n t i o n .  The DEIS f u r t h e r  s tates t h a ti fw h a l i n g  were t o  


cease, t h e n  commercial foodwouldsu f f i ce  as s u b s t i t u t e s .T h a t  


~~ . 
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socio cultural damage would be irreparable
and that language, 


though important,is drastically being eroded and is making 


it impossible for the knowledgeof the older more experienced 


hunters to teach the younger people and that the erosion of 


subsistence is a major factor in the erosion of language. Well, 


it is a certainty that language is a factor, this simplistic 


analysis is misleading, indeed. Also mis stated. Page 118, 


urbanization, thisis a quote, "Urbanization, whichis actively 


being pursued by the Inupiat is bringing
about inevitable and 

accelerating erosion of subsistence living." Unquote. Again 

a quote, "The key to understanding subsistence living today 

is to realize that this lifestyle has been qualitatively changed 

since the firstnonInupiat contact. An integral part of sub­

sistence living is that it is dynamically changing in the direc­

tion of urban values and will continuedotoso, regardless 

of OCS development." Unquote. These conclusive remarks demand 

some response. They are substantively wrong. They illustrate 

18 no understandingof the dynamics of culture, the dynamicsof 


19 the North Slope, or the impact of wholesale, rapid change. Change 


20 which doesNOT allow the social, cultural and psychological 

21  processes to keep. pace with the demands placed upon individuals,.. . . .  .... .- .. .. .  

22 communities and culture. Much of this materialwas prepared 

23 under subcontractof the OCS office by Worl Associatesof which 

24 I am apart. But none of that material appears in the DEIS. 

25 What does appear is the above statements and many like them 

_-
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d e n i g r a t e  t h e  time a n d  e f f o r t  t h a t  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

ofthosedocumentsand  a t  t h e  same time, d e n i g r a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n -

s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o d u c t s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  OCS o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  

s y n t h e s i sw h i c ha p p e a r si nt h eD r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c t  S t a t e ­

ment. I r e f e r  you t o  t e c h n i c a lr e p o r t sn u m b e r s  9 and 2 2  r e s p e c t ­

i v e l y ,w h i c ha t t e m p tt oa n a l i z et h ec h a n g e sw h i c ha r eo c c u r i n g  

i n  a ba lancedfo rm.S incenoneoftha tin fo rma t ionappa ren t ly  

was u s e d  i n  p e r p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Draf t  EnvironmentalImpact  State­

m e n t ,o ri f  it was, t h e n ,f o rt h er e c o r d ,  I wish t o  s ta te ,  t h a t  

i n  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  way i s  t h e r e  ANY s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e nw h a t  was 

p r e p a r e da n dw h a ta p p e a r si nt h e  D E I S  r e g a r d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t s  

f r o mi n a p p r o p r i a t ep e r v a s i v ed e v e l o p m e n t ss u c h  a s  t h o s eu n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o nh e r e .I nb r i e ff o r m ,t h ef o l l o w i n g  comments d i s ­

c u s ss i g n i f i c a n t  areas f o ry o u rc o n s i d e r a t i o n ;a n da g a i n ,  I ' d  

l i k e  t h e  p a n e l  t o  r e a d  t h e  Worl Associates T e c h n i c a lR e p o r t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l yt h es e c t i o n s  on p o t e n t i a li m p a c t .T h a t ' si nr e p o r t  

2 2  which i s  uh,assessmentofimpacts .Anotherdocumentfrom 

theDeapa r tmen to fEnv i ronmen ta lConse rva t ionwi th inthe  Division 

of P l a n n i n ga n dP r o g r a mC o o r d i n a t i o n ,u h ,f r o mt h eS t a t e  of 

Alaska ,da ted  September 28 th  i s  a l so  h e r ei n c l u d e d .  I t h i n k  

t h a t  i t  s p e a k s  w e l l  f o r  i t s e l f  a n d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h ec o n c e r n s  

t h a t  you have -hea rd  f rom many c i t i z e n s  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  process .  

I'll n o t  read it o r  d i s c u s s  it e x c e p t  t o  s a y  t h a t  it c e r t a i n l y  

s p e a k s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  ofAlaska  t o  a p p r o a c ht h e  lease sale w i t h  

more care a n dc a u t i o nt h a n  i t  has .  And t h e r e  was a copyof 
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it h e r e  ear l ier ,  b u t  i t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  a t h i n g  c a l l e d  I s s u e s  a n d  

C h o i c e si nA l a s k a ' sE n v i r o n m e n t ,p u b l i s h e di nS e p t e m b e ro f  1 9 7 8  

b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of P lanningandProgramCoordina t ion ,Alaska  

DepartmentofEnvironmentalConservat ion.There i s  a v e r ys h o r t  

s e c t i o no n  Arctic p o l i c ya n d  a s h o r t  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h a t ,  

which s ta tes  t h a ts u b s i s t e n c ea n do t h e rt r a d i t i o n a ll a n d ,  sea 

and ice u s e s ,a n d  I'll j u s t  r e a do n es e n t e n c ef r o mt h i s .  If 

I c a nf i n d  it. "NO resourcedevelopment  w i l l  t a k ep l a c ew h i c h  

i s  l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  g e n o c i d a l  d i s t r u c t i o n  o f  o n e  r a c i a l  

o r  c u l t u r a l  g r o u p  o f  A l a s k a n s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of anyo the rg roup  

o fp e r s o n s . "T h a t ' st h eo n l yt h i n g . . Id i r e c ty o u  t o  t h i s .a n d  

t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w  it because  it a p p a r e n t l y  was a n  o f f i c i a l  

S t a t e  documentwhich ,thec i rcu la t ionofwhich  I ' m  n o t  aware 

o f .  A s  a p a r t i c i p a n ta n dc oa u t h o ro f  a series o ft e c h n i c a l  

r e p o r t s  d o n e  f o r  t h e  socio economics tud ie sp rogram,  I ' m  ex t r eme ly  

a n n o y e dw i t ht h eq u a l i t yo ft h ea s s e s s m e n to ft h a tw o r k .  And 

a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n c l u s i o n  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  areas which are  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  a n  a c c u r a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  f r a g i l i t y  

o ft h e  social ,  c u l t u r a la n de c o n o m i cs p h e r e .  To t h ee x t e n t  

t h a t  t h e  above areas are  involvedwiththenewlyemergingeconomic 

a n dp o l i t i c a li n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,t h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g h ,t h e  
_... 

Arctic S l o p eR e g i o n a lC o r p o r a t i o n ,t h e s e  areas a re  i n  a unique  

ba lancebe tweenpro tec t ion ,enhancemen t  a t  o n ee n da n ds e r i o u s  

j e o p a r d yo nt h eo t h e r .P a g e  1 1 2  and 1 1 5  s ta te  some o ft h e  d e t a i l s  

o f  t h e s e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  a s  well a s  t h e  Arctic S l o p eN a t i v e  
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Association,the Inupiat communityof the ArcticSlope and Village 


Government. To the Western eye, these institutional infrastructure 


are taken at face value. In fact, discussing these institutions 


with Inupiat is sure to generate a lively discussion
of the 


value of the particular organizations. Its role as a association, 


corporation or government and whether it functions properly. 


At a deeper level, these infrastructures serve
as boundary maint­


to
enance mechanisms and function keep the bulk of the concerns 


of Western society away from most
of the Inupiat; while allowing 


and
for participation when they choose to participateto have 


a voice in impinging areas that are important to them.This 


is a very important function. It allows the Western, outside 


world a touch point with the Inupiat in terms
of government, 


business, services and any other
areas; at the same time, it 


serves to keep the Western worldout of the Inupiat's cultural 


hair. Interference with the deeper structures of the Inupiat 


cultural, social and economic life are blunted
by these buffer 


institutions, which function partially in a fashion similar 


to language, ceremonialor ritual activitesin maintaining the 


unity and solidarity of the community, while also serving
to 

partially exclude outsiders. To the extent that these roles 

are effectively filled by buffer institutions and boundary maint­

enance mechanisms, the Inupiat will,as a group, make successful1 


adjustments from impingingchanges, while maintaining their 


uniqueness as a distinct cultural group. The danger is always 
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p r e s e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  m e c h a n i s m s ,  b u f f e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  b o u n d a r y  

maintenancemechanisms w i l l  b e  o v e r l o a d e d  a n d  l o s e  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  

t o  f u l f i l l  e i t h e r  role t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o no f  t h e  I n u p i a t .  The 

imping ingfo rcesmus tthen  be dea l t  w i t h  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  i n d i v i d ­

u a l s  who t h e nd i dn o th a v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of a c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s e  

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h e n  l e a v e s  d e e p  c u l t u r a l  a n d  social  va luesopen  

t o  d i rec t  a t t a c k  from o f t e na n t i t h e t i c a la n di m p i n g i n gf o r c e s  

a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  b a s i cu n i to fs o c i e t y .  A 

c h a i no f  stress, o v e r  stress andbreakdownthen i s  fo l lowed.  

F i r s t  a t  t h e  level of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e n  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  where t h ei n d i v i d u a la n d  

h i s  o r  h e r  social a n d  c u l t u r a l  a d a p t a t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  are stressed 

t h a t  t h e  m o s to b v i o u sa n dt r a g i cr e s p o n s e so f  stress o c c u r .  

However, t h e  r e a l  t r a g e d y  i s  t h a t  t h i s  d i s r u p t s ,t o t a l l ya n d  

permenant ly ,  t h a t  c o n t i n u i t yw h i c h  allows a s o c i e t y  o r  c u l t u r e  

t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  There must be a d i s t i n c t i o n  made 

b e t w e e nb i o l o g i c a le x t i n c t i o n sa n dc u l t u r a le x t i n c t i o n s .I n  

t h i s  regard,  w e  are c e r t a i n l yt a l k i n ga b o u t  t h e  l a t t e r .  C u l t u r a l  

e x t i n c t i o n ,  which c a n  o c c u r  i n  t h e  a b s e n c eo fb i o l o g i c a le x ­

t inct ion. . :  Much of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  such. a p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  d i s r u p t i o n s  which 

will r e su l t  w h e n  change o c c u r s  too r a p i d l y  a n d  too b e r a s e  of 

a manner f o rt h e s es y s t e m s  t o  a d a p t .P a r t i c u l a r l yd a n g e r o u s  

i s  a l tered r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  p h y s i c a l  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  

which d i r e c t l y  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  food, shelter 
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4 

a n d - t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .T h e r e  are  t w o  basic ways i n  whichinterference 

i nt h en e t w o r kc a no c c u r .  One, p o l i t i c a l  and l ega l  i n t e r d i c t i o n  

i n  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  man andtheenv i ronmen tand ;  

- t w o ,  b i o l o g i c a ld i s r u p t i o no ft h ee n v i r o n m e n ti n  i t s e l f ,  which 

decreases i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  meet t h e  needsof  man f o r  t h o s e  l i f e  

s u s t a i n i n gn e c e s s i t i e s .E v e n t si nt h e  l a s t  f e w  yea r shavein ­

c r e a s i n g l y  served t o  remove t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  soc ia l  l i n k  

b e t w e e nt h eI n u p i a ta n d  t h e  env i ronmen t ,wh ichsus t a ins  them 

p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  as  a n  e n d  r e s u l t ,  w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  

each i n d i v i d u a l  t o  anex t r eme  t h a t  i s  seldom f e l t  by man o u t s i d e  

t h eb o u n d a r i e s  of war o r  large scale n a t u r a l  d isaster .  The . 

cop ing  s t ra tegies  a n dr e s p o n s e s  a re  a l l  too s imilar  t o  i g n o r e .  

I n  t h a t  s p h e r e  of m a n ' sc o n t i n u e df i g h tt o  a d a p t ,  t o  change,  

which i s  t h e  j o i n tp e r v i e wo fa n t h r o p o l o g y ,p s y c h i a t r ya n d  medecine, 

m e n t a l ,p h y s i c a la n dc u l t u r a l  h e a l t h ,  t h e  c o n c e p t sa n dc o n d i t i o n s  

d e s c r i b e da b o v e ,c o n s t i t u t e  a s i t u a t i o no f ,q u o t e ," g r o s s  stress." 

JohnKotey, a p s y c h i a t r i s t  w h o ' s  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  of s t u d y  h a s  

been areas which have u n d e r g o n e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  man andenvi ronmentandtheensuing  

a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  human r e l a t i o n s h i p sa n dp a t h o l o g y ,  has,  pe rhaps ,  
.. 

g i v e n  usthe b e s t  insight i n t os u c h  areas. Kotey te l l s  u s  t h a t  
.-.- ' . .  

- . 

gross stressc a m e  i n t o  vogue a s  a medical c a t e g o r y  i n  World 

War II t o  refer to  i l l n e s s e so fc o m b a tp e r s o n e l lw h i c hc o u l d  

n o t  f a i r l y  b e  described i n  terms o f  e x i s t i n g  p s y c h i a t r i c  categories 

a n du s ei nc i v i l i a nl i f e .  Thesyndrome was o f f i c i a l l y  ca l led  
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reaction to- a c u t e  a n d  s p e c i a l  stress, g r o s s  stress r e a c t i o n .  

Gross stress, a s  a c a s u a l  c a t e g o r y  i s  a l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  

o t h e rt h a n  combat, e s p e c i a l l yt h e  community d i s a s t e r s .  I t  may 

t a k et h ef o r mo fc h r o n i c ,i n d e e d ,l i f el o n gs y n d r o m e se x p r e s s e d  

b ya p a t h y ,h o s t i l i t y ,  o r  c u r r e n ti n h o s t i l i t y .O b s e r v e r s ,  social  

s c i e n t i s t s ,p s y c h i a t r y ,m e d e c i n e ,h a v en e g l e c t e dt h ec o n c e p t ,  

g r o s s  stress, f r o me c o l o g o c a lp r i v a t i o n .O b s e r v e r sh a v e  failed 

t og i v et h ec o n c e p td u ew e i g h t ,i np a r t ,b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  i n -

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  p o w e ro fp h y s i c a lf a c t o r s  of c h r o n i c  ill 

hea l th ,anemia ,subnu t i r t i onandoverc rowding ;andofthepsycho­

l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i g h  a n x i e t y  l eve ls  t h a t  a re  e x p r e s s e d  i n  

v a r i o u sw a y s .K o t e y ' sa n a l y s i sp r e s e n t s  a p i c t u r e  of t h ep r o c e s s  

whichcould w e l l  e f f e c t  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  I n u p i a t  i n  t h e  

N o r t hS l o p e ,p a r t i c u l a r l yt h o s e  whos r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  way of l i f e ,  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t y ,  i s  most d i r e c t  

a n di n t e n s e .  I t  i s  t h i sg r o u p ,a n d  I m i g h tp o i n to u tt h a t  these  

are  t h o s e  who are  unemployed,those who are o l d e ra n d  many of 

t h o s e  who are y e t  too young t o  e n t e ri n t ot h ej o bm a r k e t .  I t  

i s  t h i s  g r o u p  who w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  v i c t i m s  of stress, which 

when s e t  inmotion, w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a d e p r e s s i v e  p a t t e r n  w h i c h  

results. when.ecological d i s t u r b a n c e  comes f i r s t ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

disturbances follow a n d  i n t r a s i g h t  d i s t u r b a n c e s  c o m p l e t e  a cyc le  

of pa tho log ica lsequencewhichthen  reverberates th roughou t  

t h es o c i e t y .  Kotey c o n c l u d e s ,  as have many o t h e ra u t h o r s ,t h a t  

i n  s i t u a t i o n s ,t h i sr a p i d  r e s u l t a n t  trauma t o  
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i n d i v i d u a l s .  will h a v e  f a r  r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  

t h e n  on s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  And we 'veheard  a number of t e s t i m o n i e s  

i n  t h e  p a s t  w h i c h  w o u l d  d i r e c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e x a c t l y  t h i s  

p r o c e s s .  When we're t a l k i n ga b o u tt h et r e m e n d o u si n c r e a s ei n  

t h e  number o fd e t e n t i o n s ,n o t  a r res t s ,  d e t e n t i o n s  f o r  a l c o h o l  

a b u s ea n du h ,o n et h i n gt h a t  was n o t  b r o u g h t  o u t  was the. .when 

t h i s  p r o g r a m  was i n s t i t u t e d ,d e t e n t i o n  t h e r e  was a d e c l i n e  

i n  t h e  numberof a c t u a l  crimes r e q u i r i n g  arrests a n dp r o s e c u t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  community h e r e ,w h i c ho c c u r e da l o n gw i t ht h i sp r o c e s s .  

CHAIRMAN: Bob, excuse  m e .  You'vebeengoing some twenty  

t o  twenty-f iveminutesandifyoucansummarize--

BOB WORL: I onlyhaveabouttwomoreminuteshere.  

CHAIRMAN: All r i g h t .  

BOB WORL: One o ft h et h i n g s  I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  was t h a t  

c h a n g e s  t h a t  o c c u r  w i t h  g rea t  r ap id i tyandencompass  a l a r g e  

segmen to fthepopu la t ion  leads t o  s e v e r e  d i s r u p t i o n ,  w h i l e  

c h a n g e st h a to c c u r  a t  a s l o w e r  p a c e  r e s u l t  i n  less d i s t u r b a n c e .  

I h a v eh e r e ,  as  documentswhichconta in  some o ft h e  s ta t i s t ics  

which I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  e f f e c t s  o f  t h o s e  

program's,done by t h eD e p a r t m e n to fP u b l i cS a f e t y  a t  theBorough,  

w h i c h  I ’ l l  l e a v e  with you. I might  a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
. -. 

k i n d s  of psychologicalandcommunity stresses which are d i s c u s s e d ,  

which I ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  ear l ier ,  andwhich a re ,  b yt h e  way, well 

documented i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  t h a t  becomes a major p r o j e c t  j u s t  

t o  t r o t  o u t  a b i b l i o g r a p h y ,w h i c h ,i fa n y b o d y ' si n t e r e s t e d ,  
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I can c e r t a i n l y  do r a t h e rq u i c k l y .R e s u l ta n d  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  


t o  reitterate t h e  p o i n t s ,  d e p r e s s i v e  p a t t e r n  a n d  a l so  t h e  p o i n t s  


o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  l e a d  t o  apa thyand 


h o s t i l i t y  a n d  t u r n e d  i n  h o s t i l i t y ,  w h i c h  youwouldassoc ia te  


i f  youwant t o  t r a n s l a t et h a ti n t ow h a t ' sg o i n go nt o d a y .  Look 


a t  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  i nh e r e  o ns u i c i d e .  Look i nh e r e  a t  t h es t a t i s ­ 


t i c s  o n  v i o l e n t  crimes w i t h i n  a community t h a t ,  u n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  


n e v e rh a da n yv i o l e n t  crimes r e q u i r i n g  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  p o l i c e  


a t t e n t i o na n du h ,  I t h i n kt h a ty o u ' l lu n d e r s t a n dw h a tt h ep o i n t  


of t h i s  i s .  And uh,  I t h i n kt h a ta n y  summary of w h a th a sa l r e a d y  


b e e np r e s e n t e d  t o  you i s  almost a moot p o i n t  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  


t h a t  t h e r e ' sb e e n ,  t h ep e o p l ew h o ' v et e s t i f i e dh a v ed o n ea n  


e x c e l l e n tj o b .  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a yt h a tu h ,o n e  more t h i n g .  


I n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  way w e  O u t s i d e r s  v i e w  t h i s  community 


andthe ,byth i scommuni ty ,  I d o n ' t  mean j u s tB a r r o w ,  I mean 


t h eN o r t hS l o p e ,  uhm, i t ' s  b e e np o i n t e do u tt h a ts u b s i s t e n c e  


i s  a y e a r  a r o u n d  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b u l k  o f  t he i r  n u t r i ­ 


t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  f r e e z i n g c a p a c i t y  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  ice 


h o u r s ,  t h a t  many o ft h ec o m m u n i t i e sc a n n o t  store thecommerc ia l  


foods- t h a t ,  a r e  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  


a c t i v i t y ,  which is p e r i o d i c  i n  n a t u r e ,  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  ice box 


or t h e i r .  stomachs f u l l .  I t  shou ld  be a p p a r e n t  t h a t  much of 


t h em i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  comes f romour  own Western bias .  S u b s i s t e n c e  


i s  a demanding, f u l l  t i m e  o c c u p a t i o n ,l e a v i n g  l i t t l e  t i m e  f o r  


s t a y i n g  home. I nf a c t ,  much o ft h ei d l e n e s s ,p e o p l en o tw o r k i n g  
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i n  town. stems- fromtheproblem of deve lop ing  a s t r a t e d g y  o f  

i n t e g r a t i n g  cash a n ds u b s i s t e n c ea c t i v i t i e s .P o i n t ss p o k e n  

t o  i n  t h e  Worl A s s o c i a t e s  Reports andnotspoken  t o  a t  a l l  i n  

t h e  Dra f t  Env i ronmen ta lImpac tS ta t emen t .Cer t a in  cash j o b s  

are more conducive  t o  such a b l e n d i n gt h a n  o thers .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  

t rades ,  l a b o r i n g  o f f e r  be t te r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a n  o f f i c e  j o b s  

a s s o c i a t e dw i t hb u s i n e s s  o r  government.OurWestern b i a s  i s  

g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  way b o t ho fu n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n da c c e p t i n g  t h i s  

Arctic r e a l i t y .A n o t h e ri m p o r t a n tp o i n t  t o  make i s  t h a t  s h a r i n g  

andmutua lsuppor t  which o c c u r s  among t h e  I n u p i a t .S u b s i s t e n c e  

r e s o u r c e s ,u n l i k e  case i no u rW e s t e r n  economy a re  shared th rough  

o u t  elaborate soc ia lne tworkswi th inthecommuni ty .Cashea rned  

a t  a j o bo f t e n  flows back o r  p roceedsa longf rom t h e  same network 

so t h a t  anunemployedhunter  may appea r  t o  have cash i n  e x c e s s  

of  h i s  a c t u a l  workandan o f f i c e  w o r k e r  o r  a d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n  

may a p p e a r  t o  have s u b s i s t e n c ef o o d so ne x c e s s  of t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  

p a r t i c i p a t i o ni ns u c ha c t i v i t i e s .O f t e n  re la ted  t o  t h i s  system 

o fr e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of money andfood i s  a p p a r e n t ,q u o t e ," p o o r  

money managementon t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n u p i a t . "  I t  i s  NOT poor  

management 'except t h a t  it doesno tdo  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  Westerner :  
. .  . 

b e l i e v e  cashs h o u l d  dosuch  as go ingin tobankaccoun t sandbu i ld ing  
L .. . .  . 

nest.eggs. . . Cashto many I n u p i a t  i s  t r e a t e d  as i f  it were an 

a v a i l a b l e  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c ea n d  much of it i s  a l l o c a t e da n d  

reallocated a l o n g  t h e  same social  ne tworks .In  both communities 

andBarrow, there were e x t e n s i v et e s t i m o n yr e g a r d i n gt h e s ep o i n t s .  

-163-


ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I j u s t  try t o  p u t  it i n t o  a l i t t l e  b i t  more f o r m a l i s t i cn e t w o r k  

so t h a t  you can.-see it f o r  w h a t  I b e l i e v e  i s  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  

p resen ted .Cashemploymen toppor tun i t i e s  may i n c r e a s i n g l ys e p a r a t e  

f a m i l i e s  f o r  e x t e n d e dp e r i o d so f  time a s  wellas d e p r i v ep e o p l e  

t a k i n gs u c h  jobs fromengaging i n  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  as  

t h e  Nor thSlopeBoroughlarge  scale c a p i t a li m p r o v e m e n tp r o j e c t s ,  

hous ing ,  schools, e tc .  a r ec o m p l e t e d  and some i n d i v i d u a l s  are 

f o r c e d  t o  l o o ko u t s i d e  t h e  community f o r  employment.History 

h a s  shown t h a t  few w i l l  engage i n  l o n g  term o u t s i d e  employment 

and fewer s t i l l  w i l l  r e l o c a t e  the i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  t akeadvan tage  

of these o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,p a r t i c i p a t i o na n d  

impor tance  of s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  

12 t o  t h eo u t s i d ev i e w e r .H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  there w i l l  be no s i g n i f i c a n t  

14 2mployment of t h e  I n u p i a t  i n  t h e  o i l  a n d  g a s  re la ted i n d u s t r i e s .  

1 E  Yor w i l l  the S ta t e  ofFederalGovernmentbeoverconcerned w i t h  

1E t he  needs  or desires f o r  suchemployment i n  l o c a l  o r  proximal  

17 zommuni t i e swi th inthereg ion .In  f a c t ,  c o n t r a c t o r sr e s p o n s i b l e  

1 E  for  many p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  North SlopeBorough 

1s m d  t h e  Arctic S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  hamperec 

2c i n  such: . ag tempt&hroughproblemswi thunions ,  t i m e  s c h e d u l e s ,  
. . . e .  

. L  
. ...... - , , .., 

, >: .;,i ' 

_ r i ,21 ?ersondi.;&c� .cijrr$any b i a s e s  a n d  t h e  afore ment ioned  needs  of 
* 

. 
I 
. . .  . .. . . .- .  1 .. , 

22 t h e  Inupi&:,,fk be more t h a n  j u s t  awage e a r n e r  a n d  a myriad 

22 2f o t h e r  d e t a i l s  w h i c h  i n t e r d i c t  e f f e c t i v e  loca l  h i re  programs. 

24 4s I s a i d ,  I'll have more i n f o r m a t i o n  to p r e s e n t  t o  you i n  a 

2: v r i t t e n  form a f t e r  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

-164-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

S45 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 90501 

~ ~~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you,CHAIRMAN: Thank Bob. A r e  y o us u b m i t t i n gt h a ts t a t e m e n t  . 

BOB WORL: Well, I ' m  g o i n gt oh a n go n  t o  t h i sa n dg i v e  

y o ut h e s e  two books.  I'll g iveyouthesechunksa longwi th  

my w r i t t e ns t a t e m e n t .  

(Abovementionedbooklets  are  inc ludedinAt t achmen  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouvery much. I ' d  l i k et o  s ta te  t h a t  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  soon close t h eh e a r i n g .P e r h a p s  w e  have time for 

o n e  o r  two more peop le .  

GEORGE EDWARDSON:My name is GeorgeEdwardsonand my ed­

u c a t i o n  i s ,  I ' v e  gone t oc o l l e g et a k i n gm i n i n ga n dp e t r o l e u m  

a n dw e n tf u r t h e ri n t og e o l o g ya n dI ' v ew o r k e df o rt h e  o i l  i n ­

d u s t r yf o ro v e rs e v e na n d  a h a l fy e a r s .I nK e n a io nt h e  oil 

p l a t f o r m s  I w a s  a no p e r a t o r .I nP r u d h o eB a y ,  I was one of 

t h e  o p e r a t o r s  f o r  t h e  t es t  l o o pw h i c hs t u d i e dt h ep r o p e r t i e s  

f o rP r u d h o e  Bay oil a n df r o mt h a ts t u d yr i g h tt h e r e ,w h a t  I've 

l e a r n e d  was, t h eb o t t o mt e m p e r a t u r e so ft h e  w e l l s  d r i l l e d  are 

around 2 0 5  deg reesandwha t  was coming o u t  on t h e  t o p  of t h e  

well, when thewind  was b lowing ,  was c o m i n g  o u t  s t a r t i n g  a r o u r d  

1 2 0  t o  140 degrees. I have a real  b i g  p r o b l e mw i t ht h ei n d u s t r y ’ s  

t echno logywhichthey  are go ing  off s h o r ew i t h .B o t t o mp r e s s u r e ,  

be ing - 205, t o p  b e i n g  1 2 0 ,  8 5  degrees b e i n g .  l o s t  f romthebot tom 

t o  t h e  .top.,. And:.t h i s  loss h e r e  i s  b e i n g  l o s t  i n t o  a p e r m a f r o s t  

zonewhich i s  27  d e g r e e st o  31 degreesFahrenhe i t .Thepe rma­

f r o s t  t h i s  h e a t  i s  b e i n g  l o s t  i n s i d et h ep e r m a f r o s t .  The perma­

f r o s tb e i n go n l ya b o u tf i v ed e g r e e sb e l o wf r e e z i n g .T h i s  i s  
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zone ,water  i s  s o l i d ,f r o z e n ,e x p a n d e d  when i t  melts i t ,  YOU 

know, i t  s h r i n k sb a c k .  I t  l o s e s  i t s  i n c r e a s ei t ’ s  made. And 

t h i s  loss, a t  times, h a sb r o k e nt h ep i p e s .I fy o uw a n tt o  see 

documentsof t h i s ,  t a k e  a look a t  a l l  thenavy wells t h a t  were 

d r i l l e di nt h ee a r l yd a y s .  Look a t  t h e  d a t a  on some o ft h e  

wells theylookedbackin  there .  You ' l lf i ndmos to fthenavy  

wells h a v ec o l l a p s e d ,h a v eb r o k e n .S t e e l ' sp r o p e r t yt oc o n d u c t  

heat,  i fn o tf l o w i n g ,  w i l l  t a k e  a l o n g e rp e r i o do f  time. What 

youhavec rea t ed  i s  time bombs. You have set up a conduc to r  

t h a t  o b s o r b s  t h e  hea tf romthebo t tomandbr ings  it up t o  t h e  

p e r m a f r o s t .  N o w ,  i ft h e r eh a p p e n s  t o  b eh i g hp r e s s u r e  i n  t h a t  

a r e a ,  t h e n  i f  t h e  l i n e  i s  b r o k e ni nt h es h a l l o wa r e a ,t h e nt h a t  

h i g h  p r e s s u r e  i s  be ingexposed  t o  t h e  l o w  p r e s s u r e  a r e a  w i t h  

nomeansofcontaining it. And w i t ht h ei n d u s t r yg o n ea f t e r  

t h e y ' r e  f i n i s h e d  with t h e i r  work,the w e l l  s h u t  down,nomeans 
. .  

of c h e c k i n g  to see i f ,  you know, t h e r e ' sa n yl e a k a g e s  on their  
I .  . . . . .	 . , .  . 

well o r  a n ybreaks, e v e r y t i m e  y o u  d r i l l  a well i n  t h e  p e r m a f r o s t  

you set  up  t h i s  c o n d u c t o r  w h i c h  i s  b r i n g i n g  t h e  h e a t  o u t  o f  

t h eg r o u n d .T h i s  i s  t h et e c h n o l o g yt h ei n d u s t r y  i s  p ropos ing  

to  g oo f fs h o r ew i t h .  All w e  havehea rdhe re  i s  ice problems,  
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a n i m a l  problems No onehasevenbo the red  t o  t a k e  a look  a t  


t h a t  problem r igh t  t h e r e .  And i f ,j u s t ,a n di nP r u d h o e  Bay, 


I s p e n tt h r e ea n d  a h a l f  years t h e r ew o r k i n gf o r  ARCO. Working 


withthem, I w a s  a c r a n eo p e r a t o ra n d  a s  a c r a n e  o p e r a t o r ,  when 


t h i s  t es t  l o o p  w a s  b e i n g  tes ted,  on t h e  d i s c o v e r y  well i nP r u d h o e  


Bay, I had t o  t a k et h i sc r a n ea n d  hook it on t o  t h ep i p e .  I 


had t o  hook it on t o  t h eC h r i s t m a s  tree b e c a u s et h ep i p e  was 


s t a r t i n g  t o  s i n k  a n d  I sa t  t h e r e  w i t h  t h a t  c r a n e  f o r  a c o u p l e  


o fw e e k sw a i t i n gf o rt h ep e r m a f r o s t  t o  r e f r e e z ea g a i n .T h i s  


i s  t h e i rt e c h n o l o g yt h e y ' r eg o i n go f fs h o r ew i t h .T h i sh e a r i n g  


r i g h t  h e r e  i s  t h e  t h i r d  h e a r i n g  I ' v e  gone t o  w h e r et h ei n d u s t r y  


a t t e m p t e d  t o  g oo f fs h o r ed r i l l i n g .F i r s to n eb e i n gP o i n t  Thomp­


s o n ,r i g h to nt h er i g h th a n ds i d eo fy o u r  map b a c kt h e r e .  And 


t h a t  d i d n ' t  work.Then a fewmonths l a t e r  came t h el a n d  cas t e r s  


o u t  i n  Canada. I was i n v i t e do v e r ,p a i df o rb yt h eB a t h a nI s l a n d s  


community t o  e x p l a i n  some o ftheimpac t stheindus t ryhaddone  


t o  o u rp e o p l ew i t ht h e i rd e v e l o p m e n t .O v e rt h e r e ,  when w e  showed 


t h e  i n d u s t r y  how u n s a f et h e y  were w i t ht h e i rt e c h n o l o g y ,N o r l a n d ' s  


P e t r o l e u m  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g s  t h r e e  h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  


drillingdid not o c c u r  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  l a s t  word I h e a r d  was t h e  

w e  haveCanadahere ,  w e  h a v eu so v e rh e r e ,A l a s k a n ss a y i n g ,  

no.The new GreenlandGovernment states it d o e sn o tr e c o g n i z e  

any  off  s h o r e  leases. We h a v et h r e eC o u n t r i e s  of t h e  same race 
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. - - _  
saying,no. overthe same problems, the environmental problems, 

. . 
. - ."'.C , 

the ice problems.,:: theanimals. Excuse me. I get tongue tied 


here sometimes. (Pause) I'd better stop here. I can't get 


my thoughts straighthere. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, George. Does the panel 


have any questions of George from this heat transfer problem? 


HOYLE HAMILTON: George, I'd like to just address that 


for a moment. I'm Hoyle Hamilton with the
Oil and Gas Conservation 


Commission with the State. There's been considerable amount 


of work doneon cementing through the permafrost. 


GEORGE EDWARDSON: Cementing through the permafrost-,-but 


that does not solve yourheat transfer from the higher temperature: 


subsurface to within the permafrost. Andif you want documents 


on what happens to the permafrost
when it melts,we have people 


here in town who have almost walked into a hole five feet diameter 


around a Christmas tree,
one hundred fifty feet deep in Prudhoe 


Bay. 


HOYLE HAMILTON: I won't argue with you. 


GEORGE EDWARDSON: And this is the workers themselves. 


This.isthetechnology going off shore. Iwas also withPan 

. . 

American ..~...*Petroleumin Kenai in chargeof their first skimmmer . . . . ..._. . . . . . t.::. .... . .  . ~ - *  . '. . . ,  ,_- -

boat that
evercame up to Alaska. The way it was explained 
: .. .-

to me thenwas, it had tobe, the skimmer boat had to be put 

in the water to operate inorder to satisfy the public. It 


wasn't really important if it worked
or not; but you have to 
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. .  y .;-. 

atleast an attempt i n t o  making it work. 
~. . .  

. .~ HOYLE HAMILTON I’ll j u s ts a yt h i s .  We dohavecas ing  

d e s i g n s  t h a t  DO work i n  Prudhoe Bay f i e l d  t h a t  ARE s a f e  a n d  

t h e r e ' v eb e e n  many y e a r so fs t u d yg o n ei n t ot h a t .  We onlyapprove  

c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  steel t o  beusedtobecemen tedth roughtha t  

p e r m a f r o s t .  

GEORGE EDWARDSON: D o  youunderstand s t e e l ' s  p r o p e r t y  t o  

a b s o r b  h e a t ?  

HOYLE HAMILTON: Yes, I d oa n dt h a t ' so n eo ft h ec o n s i d e r a t i o n  

i n  t h e  d e s i g n .  

GEORGE EDWARDSON: We h a v en e v e rh e a r dn o t h i n ga b o u tt h a t  

d e s i g n  t o  see how it works. I t ' s  l i k e  t h e  same way,your a i r  

g u n sf o ro f fs h o r e  are e x p l a i n e dt ou s  as b e i n gs a f e .  Y e t ,  

when a a i r  g u n  g o e s  o f f ,  o n  l a n d  i f  y o u ' r e  s t a n d i n g  o n  s o l i d  

g round ,youcanfee l  i t  n i n e t e e n  miles away. T h i s  i s  y o u rs a f e  

t echno logy .  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouvery much, George. One more Gentleman, 

t h e r e .  

RIGGS PETER: I d o n ' t  know how t o  s a y  t h i s  b u t  I ' m  n o t  

tryingto bea p r o f e s s i o n a l .  I ' m  j u s ts p e a k i n gw h a t  i s  on my:..-. ','. . .  .

mindandwhatI’ve l ea rnedandwha tI ' veseenhe reeventhough. . .. ,..-. . . .. 
- +..< * .- .  

. . ..Ihavenotstayed u p  h e r e  a l l  my l i f e .  I ' m  Riggs Peter and 
, ,-- _  . :- .. I .. .  

I ' m  from Barrow and I come up here t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

up h e r e .  I have a suddenurge t o  h e l p  my Eskimo r e l a t i v e sa n d  

I f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  are g e t t i n gr o b b e d  of w h a tt h e yn e e d ,i n  a 
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I m a n y  problems. Even i nt h em i d d l eo ft h ew i n t e r  when t h e  F i s h  

and Game t h i n g  is g o i n gb a c ka n df o r t hl o o k i n gf o rp o a c h e r s .  

I was o u t  v i s i t i n g  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 7 8  and I h a v es t a r v e d  a l o t  o u t  

t h e r e .  Even t h o u g ht h e r e  i s  food ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  g e tt h a t  food 

becauseyouneed money a n dt h e r ea i n tt h a t  many jobs .InBarrow 

I h a v es t a r v e d .  I d o n ' th a v e  a j o br i g h t  now. I ' m  l o o k i n g  

f o r  a j o b .I ' v eb e e nl o o k i n gf o r  a j o bp r e t t yh a r da n d  I t h i n k  

t h a t  i t  wouldbegoodfor  some peop le  t o  t r y  t o  h e l p  u s  i n s t e a d  

o ft r yt og oa g a i n s tu s .  I t  w i l l  j u s t  make u s  resent peop le  

t h a t  are  t r y i n g  t o  dowhattheywantand it w i l l  j u s t  make it 

worser. I t h i n kt h a tE s k i m o ss h o u l db ea l l o w e d  t o  h u n t  a l l  

yeararoundonwhattheyneed .Dur ing  t h e  h u n t i n gs e a s o n ,t h a t  

i s n ' t  t h e  o n l y  time theyneedfood .Theyneedfoodinwin te r  

a n dt h a t ' s  a v e r yh a r d  t i m e  t o  g e tf o o d .  I would l i k e  t os a y  

t h a t  d r i l l i n g  o f f  t h e  s h o r e  w i l l  n o t  h e l p  u s  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  

w e  w o u l dn o tg e tt h a t  many j o b s .  Theywouldprobablyget  people 

from down i n  t h e  states t h a t  are e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  are 

w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  t o  t r a i n  u s  a s  good as  t h e yh a v et r a i n e dp e o p l e  

down inthe states. I t h i n k  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  h e l p  my people. .. .* - . . .. - .' 

o f fa n d  I s h o u l d n ' t  d o  n o t h i n g  about it. And I would l i k e  t o  

s a y  t o  y o ug u y s ,t h a t  I ' m  n o tp r e j u d i c e d .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e  

p e o p l e  who are hungry for money a n d  f o r  gas a n d  f o r  t h i n g s  that 
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u s u a l l y  come from t h a t  come up h e r e  a n d  i n v e s t  i n  t h e i r  o i l  

and s ta r t  t h e i r  rigs upanywheretheycan t o  g e t  o i l .  And I 

would l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  it wouldbenicer  i f  youguyswouldhelp 
-

u si n s t e a do fd o i n gt h i n g sy o u r  way.Maybe i f  w e  compromise 

i n  some way, t h a t  it wouldwork o u ti nt h ef u t u r e .  Thankyou. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Riggs. I would l i k e  t o  

close t h e  h e a r i n g  now, b u t  b e f o r e  I do ,  I would l i k e  t o  say  

onbehal fofmyse l fand  I ' m  s u r e ,  my c o l l e a g u e s  h e r e  o n  t h e  

p a n e l ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  M o l l y ,  t h a t  w e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  
. .  .I .  

allyourtestimony a n d  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of what Bob s a i d ,  w e  are  . . d . . .  . .,, . I .: -. ,-goingtoassureyou t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  t r y i n g. .  . .  ._- .  . . ..-,. . . .. 
I ,  

' 
. .. . . .. .. -..\ .. 

.I. :.'.. . 
to-m a k e  a decision one way of t h eo t h e r .I ni m p r o v i n gt h eI m p a c t  

S t a t emen tand  a lso i n  h a v i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

dec idewhe the r  w e  shou ld  o r  s h o u l dn o th a v e  a lease sale. Again,  

I want t o  thankyou.Thankyouvery much. The h e a r i n g  i s  closed. 

- ( H e a r i n g  c l o s e d  a t  4 : O O  a.m.) 
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